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When it comes to my TIME, TALENTS, & TREASURE:
Am I giving God my BEST?
________________________________________________
Case Study: Aquila & Priscilla
Acts 18:2–3 (ESV)
2 And he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently come from Italy with his
wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. And he went
to see them, 3 and because he was of the same trade he stayed with them and worked,
for they were tentmakers by trade.
Rather than compete with Paul, Aquila & Priscilla made Paul their co-worker and housed
him as long as he was there. They used their TALENTS as a TOOL to further the gospel
message. Aquila & Priscilla became very dear to Paul - even traveling with him to take Jesus
to others. Ben Witherington calls them ‘mobile merchant missionaries’.1 Being from
Corinth, they moved to Ephesus, where they are when Paul writes to their former home
church - in Corinth.
1 Corinthians 16:19 (ESV)
19 The churches of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Prisca, together with the church in
their house, send you hearty greetings in the Lord.
Do you see how these people gave God the best of their TIME, TALENTS & TREASURE? Their tent making business allowed them to have provide for themselves AND for
others. They used what God had provided to build the KINGdom wherever they went. Their
business provided a home for Paul & a place for their church to meet! What a great example
of giving their best to God.

TIME
First, they gave God their TIME to meet together & serve together.
They were committed to spend time to be together in large groups & small groups.
Acts 2:42, 46 (ESV)
42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers…46 And day by day, attending the temple together
and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous
hearts praising God and having favor with all the people.
How much TIME are you giving spiritual gatherings with other believers?
How much time do you spend with other believers to intentionally learn about Jesus and live
Jesus in front of each other a week?
☐1 hour ☐2-3 hours ☐4+ hours
Ben Witherington III, Conflict and Community in Corinth: A Socio-Rhetorical Commentary on 1 and 2 Corinthians (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing
Co., 1995), 322.
1

Challenge: invest 3+ hours a week over the next 6 weeks. Here’s how: Next week we begin
a new teaching series on Sunday called Gods at War.
• Pray Daily. Ask the Lord Jesus to move among the Fellowship family & friends. Ask God
to transform lives. 15+ minutes this week.
• Show up Sundays: Commit to meet in a large group for 1 hour & 15 minutes in one of
our worship gatherings.
• Plug into Small Groups: Commit to meet in a small group for an hour and 30 minutes.
Here are your options:
1) Ask friends to meet with you & watch this DVD or stream it from RightNowMedia.org.
Need a DVD for a group? Call Fellowship this week (973-3266). Discussions questions
will be emailed out this week.
2) Plug in THIS WED from 6:30-8pm in Worship Center with Jackie & others.
So, starting this week will you commit to:
• Pray Daily, Show up Sundays, & Plug into Small Groups?
Next, in order to grow into spiritual maturity, we give our TIME to meet together & serve
together. You weren’t saved to SIT, but to SERVE!
Ephesians 4:11–13 (ESV)
11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12
to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we
all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,
BIG QUESTION: When it comes to my TIME: Am I giving God my BEST?
!

TALENTS
The 1st century Church gave their TIME to meet together & serve together, but they also
used TALENTS to benefit the Body of Christ. This was true in the Old Testament as well.
1 Chronicles 15:22 (NIV)
22 Kenaniah the head Levite was in charge of the singing; that was his responsibility because he was skillful at it.
So too, King David was a skillful musician (1 Samuel 16:18) & songwriter who God greatly
used to write most of the Psalms. Many other people helped lead in honoring Yahweh with
both instruments and singing. King David and others made sure they were organized and
being used for ministry.
1 Chronicles 25:7–8 (NIV)
7 Along with their relatives—all of them trained and skilled in music for the LORD—they
numbered 288. 8 Young and old alike, teacher as well as student, cast lots for their duties.
They had so many people WILLING & ABLE to serve, they had to change who was serving
week by week because there were so many wanting to use their talents to honor Yahweh!
What a great problem to have!

God used people skilled in all kinds of work to build His tabernacle and later His temple even foreigners (2 Chron. 2:13-14). Here’s an example:
Exodus 36:2 (ESV)
2 And Moses called Bezalel and Oholiab and every craftsman in whose mind the LORD had
put skill, everyone whose heart stirred him up to come to do the work.
Back in Ex. 31:3-5 we find out Bezalel was he filled with the Spirit of God, having wisdom,
understanding, & knowledge. He had all kinds of skills—1) artistic designs for work in gold,
silver and bronze, 2) cut and set stones, 3) woodworking and other kinds of crafts. God gifted him another brother named Oholiab who served with him & led others to do the work of
ministry!
In the New Testament we see talented teachers like Paul & Apollos. While we aren’t given
many examples of how the 1st century church used their talents, there is no doubt that God
used similar skills for His glory.
What’s the mean for YOU today? Some of you can cook, sow, sing, play an instrument,
do mechanical work, understand computers and technology, work on homes, show hospitality, give wise council, teach, administrate events, ect.
What about YOU? Ask yourself
BIG QUESTION: When it comes to my TALENTS: Am I giving God my BEST?
!

What’s your evidence?
Here’s how you can help:
1) Contact your Staff. Email or call us. Use your TIME and TALENTS to serve alongside
us in developing disciples!
2) Invite another person to join you. You’re already serving and excited about it? Invite
a friend to check out things with you. Let them see what is going on and they might
want to join you in ministry!
* Click ‘CONTACT US’ in our App & tell us what you can do!

TREASURE
The 1st century Church gave their
• TIME to meet together & serve together.
• TALENTS to benefit the Body of Christ.
• TREASURE - their earthly possessions - to honor God. They didn’t wait to give what God
MIGHT give them in the future. They gave what God HAD ALREADY given them.
Here’s what that looked like in the 1st century Church.
Acts 2:44–45 (ESV)
44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were
selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any
had need.

Further, Paul writes that the church is to provide for their ministers in 1 Cor. 9.
1 Corinthians 9:7–14 (NET)
7 Who ever serves in the army at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat
its fruit? Who tends a flock and does not consume its milk? 8 Am I saying these things only
on the basis of common sense, or does the law not say this as well? 9 For it is written in the
law of Moses, “Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain.” God is not concerned here about oxen, is he? 10 Or is he not surely speaking for our benefit? It was written
for us, because the one plowing and threshing ought to work in hope of enjoying the harvest. 11 If we sowed spiritual blessings among you, is it too much to reap material things
from you? 12 If others receive this right from you, are we not more deserving? But we have
not made use of this right. Instead we endure everything so that we may not be a hindrance
to the gospel of Christ. 13 Don’t you know that those who serve in the temple eat food from
the temple, and those who serve at the altar receive a part of the offerings? 14 In the same
way the Lord commanded those who proclaim the gospel to receive their living by
the gospel.
So their funds were used to provide for ministries & ministers. That’s why we ask you to
GIVE to the work of Fellowship too. THANK YOU!
What about YOU? Ask yourself
BIG QUESTION: When it comes to my TREASURE: Am I giving God my BEST?
!

• If every one who is benefitting from the spiritual fruit of Fellowship was giving our best
Treasure to this work…we wouldn’t have a budget problem (currently $26,760 behind). If
10 families would have been giving $300 a month (10% of $30,000) = 3000 more a month
for the past 9 months that would have accounted for $27,000 and we wouldn’t have a
budget shortfall at this point.
You can give online by clicking ‘GIVE’ on our App; FellowshipOfMadison.com/give or at
the lock box.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
These open-ended questions are designed to help you LIVE what you LEARN with your
Family, Friends, or Small Group.
1. How can examining how we use our TIME, TALENTS, & TREASURE indicate if we are giving God
our best?
2. TIME: Why is it important to meet together & serve together and what’s the danger of doing one
without the other?
3. TALENTS: Share a talent you have that others might or might not know about. Share how someone you know uses their TALENT to honor God. How about YOU? How are you attempting to use
your TALENT to serve God?
4. TREASURE: Many people hate ‘the money talk’, but how does money demonstrate where our
heart is? What does it say for a person to say they love God & their church but refuses to give
consistently & generously? What could happen if every believer in our church began to give consistently & generously?
5. What questions, answers, concerns, or encouragements do today’s study stir up for you? What
are you going to DO with what you heard today?
* Share your prayer needs and PRAY to the FATHER together!

