
 

Sola Scriptura (Lesson 1: Intro) 
* Find more teachings at FellowshipOfMadison.com 

2 questions this series:  
1) How did the Bible come to be? 
2) Why is the Bible trustworthy? 
Some of the obstacles we face: 
• Parental influence is fading in our homes. It is no longer the norm that parents & 

grandparents take their children to church, read the Scriptures in homes, & demonstrate 
the Christian lifestyle. Few parents LEAD their children to open & apply the Scriptures. 

• Christian influence is fading in our culture. Many churches as well as individuals claim-
ing to follow Jesus are treating the Scriptures like an outdated list of rules that need to 
change with the times. And of those who still SAY they believe the authority of the Scrip-
tures, most of them don’t know WHY they do.  

QUESTION How would you answer, “Why do you believe the Bible is really reliable?”. 
• Pagan influence is rising in our culture. The instant influence of TV, music, movies, & in-

ternet often attempts to deceive our conscience into believing there is no right and wrong. 
Public universities hack away at Christian students in an attempt to get them to 
doubt what the Scriptures say. Professors often ask a question & make a statement 
like this: “How many of you are Bible believing Christians? When I get done with you, 
that will no longer be the case.”  
Atheists & Skeptics are saturating the book market & are influencing thousands via 
speaking tours & YouTube. 

Richard Dawkins, Oxford professor and outspoken atheist. In The God Delu-
sion, he describes the God of the Bible as:  

“the most unpleasant character in all of fiction: jealous and proud of it; a 
petty, unjust, unforgiving control-freak; a vindictive, bloodthirsty ethnic 
cleanser; a misogynistic, homophobic, racist, infanticidal, genocidal, filici-
dal, pestilential, megalomaniacal, sadomasochistic, capriciously malevolent 
bully.”  1

Dan Brown, The DaVinci Code (2003) - crazy claims like Jesus & Mary Magda-
lene were married, and she was pregnant with His child when He was crucified. 
Bart Ehrman, chair of Religious Studies Department @ UNC Chapel Hill, who left 
the Christian faith and now claims to be agnostic, leading other people away with 
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his works. Listen to some of his book titles and see if you can determine why he 
is writing them.  

• Jesus, Interrupted: Revealing the Hidden Contradictions in the Bible (And 
Why We Don't Know About Them) 

• Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and Why  
• God’s Problem How The Bible Fails To Answer Our Most Important Ques-

tion--Why We Suffer 
• Forged: Writing in the Name of God--Why the Bible's Authors Are Not Who 

We Think They Are 
• How Jesus Became God: The Exaltation of a Jewish Preacher from Galilee  
• Ehrman is directly challenging the authority of the Scriptures as an outdated, 

manipulated, mangled work that shouldn’t be considered trustworthy. 
Those who read the Scriptures will recall this as an ancient tactic of the devil. 
Genesis 3:1-5 (NLT) 
1 The serpent* was the shrewdest of all the wild animals the LORD God had made. One 
day he asked the woman, “Did God really say you must not eat the fruit from any of the 
trees in the garden?” 2 “Of course we may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,” the 
woman replied. 3 “It’s only the fruit from the tree in the middle of the garden that we are not 
allowed to eat. God said, ‘You must not eat it or even touch it; if you do, you will die.’ ” 4 
“You won’t die!” the serpent replied to the woman. 5 “God knows that your eyes will be 
opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God, knowing both good and evil.”  

(*see Rev. 12:9; 20:2) 
Kent Hughes writes: Satan’s approach was so subtle that Eve did not suspect that 
God’s word was being attacked. It was just an “innocent question.” But a seed of doubt 
about God’s word had been planted in Eve’s heart that would bear immediate fruit.  2

Genesis 3:6-7 (NLT) 
6 The woman was convinced. She saw that the tree was beautiful and its fruit looked deli-
cious, and she wanted the wisdom it would give her. So she took some of the fruit and ate 
it. Then she gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it, too. 7 At that 
moment their eyes were opened, and they suddenly felt shame at their nakedness. 
So they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves. 

This is still the enemy’s blueprint to deceive - get those created in the image of GOD to dis-
miss or discount what He has commanded. 
Sola Scriptura is a Latin phrase meaning Scripture Alone. The Scriptures are the ancient 
collection of Old & New Testament writings - a LIBRARY of multiple writings from 40 differ-
ent authors spanning close to 1500 years from Genesis to Revelation. Sola Scriptura is NOT 
the claim that the Scriptures contain ALL truth. 
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Sola Scriptura means we trust the Scripture 
ABOVE our emotions, ABOVE our church tradi-
tions, ABOVE our family traditions, ABOVE our 
cultural practices, & ABOVE all other authorities.  
So what do you do when your emotions, tradi-
tions, practices, or authorities clash with the 
Scriptures? 

Martin Luther 1483-1546 
Martin Luther was a German Catholic Monk who practiced prayer, fasting, and frequent 
confession of sin to other monks. He attempted to become more disciplined by beating his 
body, going without sleep, & enduring cold weather without a blanket. He later said, “If any-
one could have earned heaven by the life of a monk, it was I.”   3

this religious guy believed he was made right with God by doing right. While serving as a 
professor at Wittenberg University preparing & teaching on the biblical writings of Psalms & 
Romans, He grappled with Romans 1:17 “The just shall live by faith.” His emotions, tradi-
tions, practices, & authorities clashed with what the apostle Paul wrote in Romans. Recog-
nizing that salvation was a GIFT, Luther simply trusted Jesus’ payment & was saved. 

“At last meditating day and night, by the mercy of God, I … began to understand 
that the righteousness of God is that through which the righteous live by a gift of 
God, namely by faith.… Here I felt as if I were entirely born again and had entered 
paradise itself through the gates that had been flung open.  4

As Luther compared the Scriptures to Roman Catholic traditions, he grew more & more 
frustrated. Luther was outraged that the Church was allowing indulgences - passes out of 
Purgatory - to be sold. One man profiting from this, Johann Tetzel, had preached, “Once the 
coin into the coffer clings, a soul from purgatory heavenward springs!”  5

Luther publicly confronted this practice on 1517 on All Saints Eve (All Hallowed Eve or Hal-
loween), by nailing his protests on the Wittenberg Church door (which was used like a public 
bulletin board), calling for a public debate.  
This ultimately pitted the authority of the Catholic Church versus the Scriptures. In other 
words Sola Ecclesia (Church Alone/Supreme) or Sola Scriptura (Scripture Alone/
Supreme)? This began the Protestant Reformation. 
During a public debate in 1519 Luther declared that “a simple layman armed with the Scrip-
tures” was superior to both pope and councils without them. The Catholic Church, of which 
he was a priest, threatened him with excommunication.  6
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• Pope Leo X excommunicated Luther as a heretic on Jan. 3,1521.  
• Luther was called to stand before the Holy Roman Emperor - Charles V on April 18. 

Copies of Luther’s writings were laid out on a table and he was asked 2 questions: 1) if the 
books were his, and 2) whether he stood by what he had written. Luther confirmed he 
was their author, but requested time to think about the answer to the second question. He 
prayed, consulted friends, and gave his response the next day: 

Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Scriptures or by clear reason 
(for I do not trust either in the pope or in councils alone, since it is well known that 
they have often erred and contradicted themselves), I am bound by the Scrip-
tures I have quoted and my conscience is captive to the Word of God. I can-
not and will not recant anything, since it is neither safe nor right to go against con-
science. May God help me. Amen.  7

Just over one month later (May 25 1521) the Emperor declared Luther an outlaw, banning 
his literature, and requiring his arrest, making it a crime for anyone in Germany to give Luther 
food or shelter, even allowing anyone to kill Luther without legal consequence.  Because of 8

this, Luther’s friends put him into hiding for 10 months. 
WHY all this fuss?  
• Luther was calling all who would listen back to Sola Scriptura - the authority of Scripture 

over all others - even the traditions of the Church! 

Will we, like Luther and those who followed his lead, stand for Sola Scriptura? 

"  
Will you  
• DISMISS the Scriptures,  
• DISCOUNT this study, or 
• DIG DEEP and do the hard work to learn WHY you believe WHAT you believe so you can 

share with confidence & clarity? 

Here’s what is coming in the next several weeks: 
• Inspiration & Transmission How did they GET it [Scriptures] and why should we TRUST it? 

Do we have NOW what they had THEN? 
• Translation Which Translations should we TRUST? 
• Illumination & Interpretation How do we UNDERSTAND it? 
• Application How do we LIVE it? 

SOLA SCRIPTURA: The Bible is the supreme authority over what Christians believe & how Christians behave.
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1. Memorize what SOLA SCRIPTURA means. 
2. Read 1 John (5 chapters). Hand-write 1 John 1:1-2:6 & return. (note: verse numbers 

are left out on purpose as these weren’t available until many centuries after the original) 

1 John 1:1–2:6 (NET) 
This is what we proclaim to you: what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what 
we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and our hands have touched (con-
cerning the word of life—and the life was revealed, and we have seen and testify and an-
nounce to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us).What we 
have seen and heard we announce to you too, so that you may have fellowship with us 
(and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ). Thus we are 
writing these things so that our joy may be complete.  

Now this is the gospel message we have heard from him and announce to you: God is 
light, and in him there is no darkness at all.If we say we have fellowship with him and yet 
keep on walking in the darkness, we are lying and not practicing the truth. But if we walk 
in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another and the blood 
of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.If we say we do not bear the guilt of sin, we are 
deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
righteous, forgiving us our sins and cleansing us from all unrighteousness. If we say we 
have not sinned, we make him a liar and his word is not in us. (My little children, I am writ-
ing these things to you so that you may not sin.) But if anyone does sin, we have an advo-
cate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous One,and he himself is the atoning sacrifice 
for our sins, and not only for our sins but also for the whole world. 

Now by this we know that we have come to know God: if we keep his commandments. 
The one who says “I have come to know God” and yet does not keep his commandments 
is a liar, and the truth is not in such a person. But whoever obeys his word, truly in this 
person the love of God has been perfected. By this we know that we are in him. The one 
who says he resides in God ought himself to walk just as Jesus walked. 

FAI T H



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
These open-ended questions are designed to help you LIVE what you LEARN with your 
Family, Friends, or Small Group.  

1. Had you heard of Bart Ehrman before today? How? Does it concern you that a New Testa-
ment scholar like him would say, “I started finding mistakes in the Bible.”? Explain your an-
swer. Do you know of any other scholars that could refute his claim? 

2. QUESTION If someone asked YOU, “Why do you believe the Bible is really reliable” - 
how would YOU answer? What questions might YOU need to get answered to share 
why you believe what you believe with confidence & clarity? 

3. Read Genesis 3:1-7. How did the devil deceive Eve? What did he lead her to question 
& why is that significant to our study today? 

4. Explain what we mean & don’t mean by Sola Scriptura. 

5. Have you ever heard the story of Martin Luther & what do you appreciate about his will-
ingness to stand for Sola Scriptura?   

6. FEET2FAITH CHALLENGES. 
• Memorize what SOLA SCRIPTURA means. Work on this together in your group.  
• Read 1 John (5 chapters). Hand-write 1 John 1:1-2:6 & return. Be ready to share 

insights & questions you have next time we meet. Our church staff wants to demon-
strate how reliable hand written copies are, even with mistakes. So get that done it get 
it back to Fellowship, please. (We will use the results during this study.) 

7. Share prayer thanks & needs. Then pray for one another. 


