2: The BIG Picture
Today we get to see The BIG PICTURE
of who Jesus is, what He has come to do,
and what role that His followers will play in His plan.

WHY are you a Christian? You might have some really good reasons and I hope you do, but
there’s a foundational reason: You’re a Christian…because someone told you the story of
Jesus. WHO was that for you?
This new series is designed to challenge us & prepare us to take the story of Jesus to our culture.
Today we come back to that story to see The BIG PICTURE of who Jesus is, what He
has come to do, and what role that His followers will play in His plan.
Identity Revealed
John 4:25–26 (NLT)
25 The woman said, “I know the Messiah is coming—the one who is called Christ. When
he comes, he will explain everything to us.” 26 Then Jesus told her, “I Am the Messiah!”
There is NO place in all the gospels where Jesus reveals His true identity so quickly & so clearly.
Shocked, but Silent
John 4:27 (NLT)
27 …They were shocked to find him talking to a woman, but none of them had the nerve
to ask, “What do you want with her?” or “Why are you talking to her?”
Even though the disciples were shocked, Jesus treated this woman like she mattered, not
allowing man-made tradition to keep this precious, wounded, sinful lady at arms length.
A Parade of People
John 4:28-30 (NLT)
28 The woman left her water jar beside the well and ran back to the village, telling everyone, 29 “Come and see a man who told me everything I ever did! Could he possibly be the
Messiah?” 30 So the people came streaming from the village to see him.
One brief encounter with Jesus changed the course of her day, and maybe even her life.
Could he possibly be the Messiah!?!? Like the Jews, the Samaritans were expecting a
Messiah to show up and save the day.
Fulfilling the Mission
John 4:31-34 (NLT)
31 Meanwhile, the disciples were urging Jesus, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32 But Jesus
replied, “I have a kind of food you know nothing about.” 33 “Did someone bring him food
while we were gone?” the disciples asked each other. 34 Then Jesus explained: “My nourishment comes from doing the will of God, who sent me, and from finishing his work.
Jesus wasn't talking about filling His mouth, but fulfilling His mission. Sharing with these
needy people was more important than satisfying his growling stomach.

When’s the last time YOU sacrificed a meal, a schedule, a dollar…to do the Father’s will?
When’s the last time you skipped a meal or lost some sleep to accomplish the mission?
Participants in the BIG PICTURE
John 4:35 (NLT)
35 You know the saying, ‘Four months between planting and harvest.’ But I say, wake up
and look around. The fields are already ripe for harvest.
John 4:38 (NLT)
38 I sent you to harvest where you didn’t plant; others had already done the work, and now
you will get to gather the harvest.”
A spiritual harvest was about to take place and this would be a day the disciples of Jesus
would never forget…a day when they realized they were participants in the BIG Picture.
God had used others to plant spiritual seeds among these people.
• Moses’ writings (Pentateuch - meaning ‘5 vessels - Genesis thru Deut.)
• John the Baptist (according to Jn. 3:23 he had recently ministered in this area1).
• And now Jesus Himself plants in Samaria. The disciples had done nothing at this point, but
they were about to be participants in the BIG Picture.
2 Day Revival
John 4:39-42 (NLT)
39 Many Samaritans from the village believed in Jesus because the woman had said, “He
told me everything I ever did!” 40 When they came out to see him, they begged him to stay
in their village. So he stayed for two days, 41 long enough for many more to hear his message and believe. 42 Then they said to the woman, “Now we believe, not just because of
what you told us, but because we have heard him ourselves. Now we know that he is
indeed the Savior of the world.”
This was more than a presentation for the disciples to watch; this was participation. Jesus
was preparing His people to get off the sideline and get on the field.
Throughout His ministry Jesus trained & sent His disciples out because they were participants in the BIG Picture. And this story includes it all…
• WHO Jesus was: the Hero of the Story, the Messiah, God in skin
• WHAT Jesus had come to do: He came to save the world (Luke 19:10).
• WHAT role His followers play: Point others to Him.
After Jesus was crucified, buried, resurrected, & ascended to heaven, He sends His Holy
Spirit to empower His followers. They DIDN’T go back to the stands, because they understood what Jesus showed them THAT day with the Samaritans.
God IS at work. And He’s NOT working alone. He uses His people to prepare the soil,
plant & water the seeds, then He sends some to harvest the spiritual fruit.
BIG TRUTH: We are PARTICIPANTS in the BIG PICTURE
!

1

D. A. Carson, The Gospel according to John, The Pillar New Testament Commentary (Leicester, England; Grand Rapids, MI: Inter-Varsity Press; W.B. Eerdmans,
1991), 231.

There are people all around us SEARCHING for the purpose of life, WONDERING if they can
ever be forgiven after all they’ve done, people all around us who need a hero & are READY
to hear the gospel message! And just like Jesus taught the disciples…
We are PARTICIPANTS in the BIG PICTURE
!

Jesus is calling us to be participants instead of spectators.
He is preparing us to take the story of Jesus to our culture.
Where are you in the process?
• Still in the STANDS, not yet part of the team?
• On the team, but just standing on the SIDELINES? You train alongside the rest of the
team, but you never get in the game.
• You’re a little scared, but stepping out to get on the FIELD.
Where are YOU in that process? Stands, Sidelines, Field?
Do you need to talk?
Please call our staff if we can answer any questions or help you in any way.
That's what we're here for!
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