4: Seek the KINGdom
"But above all pursue his kingdom and
righteousness…” - Jesus
Today we define to what that means, identify distractions that keep us from it, & discover some practical
ways how to seek the KINGdom above all.
On Sep. 25 we are going to pull together for our LOVE LOUD Servant Sunday.
* Sign up today for what team you are interested in serving with.
____________________________
Quick Review
• Week 1 - We Need A HERO, Is Jesus the HERO of my story? Will I live to tell others
what He has done for me?
• Week 2 - The BIG Picture, answered 3 big questions about the gospel message:
1) Who Jesus is? Messiah
2) What Jesus came to do? Offer eternal life
3) What role His followers will play in His plan?
We are PARTICIPANTS in the BIG PICTURE.
Are you a participant in the BIG PICTURE, or just a spectator? “When is the last
time you shared the good news of Jesus with another person?”
• Week 3 - Comfy Church we keep from becoming a Comfy Church is when we
Seek Him like we’re gonna See Him.
His Presence & His plan becomes the priority of our lives.
___________________________
In a collection of teachings we typically call ‘The Sermon on the Mount,’ Jesus teaches that the highest priority for His followers is to Seek the KINGdom.
Today we are going to:
1.Define to WHAT it means to seek the KINGdom above all.
2.Identify distractions that keep us from seeking the Kingdom above all.
3.Discover some practical ways HOW to seek the KINGdom above all.
Matthew 6:33 NET
But above all pursue [ESV: seek] his kingdom and righteousness, and all these things
will be given to you as well.

!

DEFINE: Seek the KINGdom
Pursue & Please the King above anyone or anything

IDENTIFY DISTRACTIONS
1.Luxuries of Life - Matt. 6:19-24: Jesus warns agains accumulating earthly treasures
rather than investing in eternal treasures. Jesus says “You cannot serve God and
money.” (Matt. 6:22) You can’t be GREEDY rather than GRATEFUL at the same time.
* Share the extra with others.
2.Necessities of Life - Matt. 6:25-34 - food & clothing. You can’t TRUST & WORRY at the
same time.
Matthew 6:31–33 NET
31 So then, don’t worry saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will
we wear?’ 32 For the unconverted [ESV: gentiles, NIV: pagans] pursue these things, and
your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 32 But above all pursue [ESV: seek] his
kingdom and righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
* In both cases (luxuries & necessities) focused with WHAT is given - rather than WHO is giving.
* Thank God for daily provisions.
MORE DISTRACTIONS
3.Relationships Matt. 10:37 (parents, children, spouse, friends, or significant others)
Matthew 10:37 NET
37 “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.
4.Safety Selfishness - Matt. 10:38-39
Matthew 10:38-39 NET
38And whoever does not take up his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.
39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life because of me will find it.
5.Recreation & Technology. These aren’t bad until they distract us from what is most important.
! Pursue & Please the King above anyone or anything
• TECHNOLOGY, what one has called ‘perpetual glowing rectangles’ that saturate our lives.
Study in 2009 suggested that most people spend 90% of their day “interacting with, and
deriving satisfaction from glowing rectangles.”
“Americans are in near-constant visual contact” with these ‘perpetual glowing rectangles’ 1
• These can be great tools to work, communicate, & enjoy watching, they can also be
HUGE distractions from seeking the KINGdom above all else.
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http://www.theonion.com/article/report-90-of-waking-hours-spent-staring-at-glowing-2747

Pursue & Please the King above anyone or anything
!

Look how this is littered throughout the Psalms - songs to God.
Psalm 27:8 ESV
8 You have said, “Seek my face.” My heart says to you, “Your face, Lord, do I seek.”
Psalm 63:1 ESV
O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for
you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.
Psalm 119:9–16 ESV
9 How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to your word.
10 With my whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from your commandments!
11 I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you. 12 Blessed are
you, O LORD; teach me your statutes! 13 With my lips I declare all the rules of your
mouth. 14 In the way of your testimonies I delight as much as in all riches. 15 I will meditate on your precepts and fix my eyes on your ways. 16 I will delight in your statutes;
I will not forget your word.
PRACTICAL HOW TO’S
Schedule an appointment. Your decision to put God first tomorrow morning, starts
tonight. Get to bed on time. Set an alarm. Wake up rested instead of rushing. Get your
shower. Grab a coffee or breakfast.
Find a quiet place. Jesus did this on a regular basis to pray (Matt. 14:23, Mark 1:35,
Luke 5:16). Technology a tool to help OR a distraction? Tool: Bible App or LOGOS App
(Turn on “DO NOT DISTURB feature).
Open the Scriptures: study a writing (Gospels, Proverbs) or a topic.
Pray with Purpose: Prayer Journal to write down prayer ideas including: THANKS &
NEEDS. Friends, enemies, family, physical health, spiritual health, wisdom…& ANSWERS!
Live like Jesus is Alive: Do you really believe He sees/hears/knows all? Start acting like it.
Share with Another Brother/Sister: Schedule 20 minutes to discuss questions, insights,
prayer needs, & struggles. Encourage & pray together.

