
In America, Thanksgiving has long been a tradition that we celebrate on the 4th Thursday of 
November. That might not be the case if it weren’t for a persistent lady named Sarah Hale, 
who had been petitioning leaders to restore Thanksgiving as a national holiday since 1828. 
Finally, in 1863 President Lincoln listened and proclaimed the fourth Thursday of November 
to be the official “National Thanksgiving Day.” This day was finally ratified by the U. S. Con-
gress in 1941.  1

Lincoln’s Thanksgiving decree in the middle of the Civil War (slightly shortened): 
The year that is drawing towards its close, has been filled with the blessings of fruit-
ful fields and healthful skies. To these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed 
that we are prone to forget the source from which they come, others have been 
added, which are of so extraordinary a nature, that they cannot fail to penetrate and 
soften even the heart which is habitually insensible to the ever watchful providence 
of Almighty God. 
…They are the gracious gifts of the Most High God, who, while dealing with us in 
anger for our sins, hath nevertheless remembered mercy. It has seemed to me fit 
and proper that they should be solemnly, reverently and gratefully acknowledged as 
with one heart and one voice by the whole American People. I do therefore invite 
my fellow citizens in every part of the United States, and also those who are at sea 
and those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last 
Thursday of November next, as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our benefi-
cent Father who dwelleth in the Heavens. And I recommend to them that while 
offering up the ascriptions justly due to Him for such singular deliverances and 
blessings, they do also, with humble penitence for our national perverseness and 
disobedience, commend to His tender care all those who have become widows, 
orphans, mourners or sufferers in the lamentable civil strife in which we are un-
avoidably engaged, and fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty Hand to 
heal the wounds of the nation and to restore it as soon as may be consistent with 
the Divine purposes to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquillity and Union.  2

 Paul Lee Tan, Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations: Signs of the Times (Garland, TX: Bible Communications, Inc., 1996), 1459.1

 http://www.abrahamlincolnonline.org/lincoln/speeches/thanks.htm2
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OUR CREATOR 
First we need to pause & remember the goodness of God OUR CREATOR, because without 
Him, we wouldn’t exist. Genesis 1 tells us that God creating all living things - plants, ani-
mals, and human beings. 
Genesis 1:27 (NET) 
27 God created humankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them, 
male and female he created them. 

The God who formed the universe & all life…formed you!  
The combining of DNA from one mother’s tiny cell along with one small cell from a father form 
internal organs, blood vessels, brain, skeletal structure, & the 5 senses. You have the ability to 
communicate, reason, create, & love - just like your Creator! You bear the image of God! 

Sometimes we forget that we’re not in charge & the creation questions the Creator.  
When the Jewish people questioned God’s plan to take them back to Jerusalem, using a 
pagan Persian king - Cyrus - as his ‘Messiah’ [Hebrew - anointed]. God was quick to re-
mind the people who they were speaking to.  
Isaiah 45:11–12 (NET) 
11 This is what the LORD says, the Holy One of Israel, the one who formed him, concerning 
things to come: “How dare you question me about my children! How dare you tell me what 
to do with the work of my own hands! 12 I made the earth, I created the people who live 
on it. It was me—my hands stretched out the sky, I give orders to all the heavenly lights. 

The Creator doesn’t need us [creation] to correct Him. Instead we should… 

�  Pause & Remember the Goodness of our Creator, Provider, Redeemer



OUR PROVIDER 
• How many meals has God provided in your lifetime? 
• How many times has God healed your sick body? 
• How many times has God comforted your wounded soul? 
• How many times has God showed you His love through people He put around you? 

We all have the tendency to take God’s provisions for granted…until they’re gone. God pro-
vides for our food, clothing, shelter. 
Listen to King David’s song about God, our Provider. 
Psalm 65:1–13 (NET) 
1 Praise awaits you, O God, in Zion. Vows made to you are fulfilled. 2 You hear prayers; all 
people approach you. 3 Our record of sins overwhelms me, but you forgive our acts of 
rebellion. 4 How blessed is the one whom you choose, and allow to live in your palace 
courts. May we be satisfied with the good things of your house— your holy palace. 5 You 
answer our prayers by performing awesome acts of deliverance, O God, our savior. All the 
ends of the earth trust in you, as well as those living across the wide seas. 6 You created 
the mountains by your power, and demonstrated your strength. 7 You calm the raging 
seas and their roaring waves, as well as the commotion made by the nations. 8 Even those 
living in the most remote areas are awestruck by your acts; you cause those living in the 
east and west to praise you. 9 You visit the earth and give it rain; you make it rich and fer-
tile with overflowing streams full of water. You provide grain for them, for you prepare the 
earth to yield its crops. 10 You saturate its furrows, and soak its plowed ground. With rain 
showers you soften its soil, and make its crops grow. 11 You crown the year with your 
good blessings, and you leave abundance in your wake. 12 The pastures in the wilderness 
glisten with moisture, and the hills are clothed with joy. 13 The meadows are clothed with 
sheep, and the valleys are covered with grain. They shout joyfully, yes, they sing. 

It is RIGHT for us to…  

�Pause & Remember the Goodness of our Creator, Provider, Redeemer



OUR REDEEMER 
God promised Abraham that ALL NATIONS would be blessed through his family (Gen. 12:3; 
18:18; 26:4; Gal. 3:8). This would ultimately take place through a redeemer.  
Redeemer: one who pays the price that another owes.  
When God gave Abraham the unthinkable command to sacrifice Isaac, Abraham was willing 
to obey. And just before he plunged his knife into his own son, God stayed his hand. 
Genesis 22:13–14 (NET) 
13 Abraham looked up and saw behind him a ram caught in the bushes by its horns. So he 
went over and got the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 
And Abraham called the name of that place “The LORD provides.” 

The ram God redeemed Isaac. This was a shadow of what was to come and was ultimately 
fulfilled through the family line of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob (aka Israel), Judah…Jesus.  
Our redeemer was much more than a great prophet or a miracle worker.  
John’s gospel gives us a vivid snapshot early in his writing. 
John 1:9–10 (NET) 
9 The true light, who gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.10 He was in the 
world, and the world was created by him, but the world did not recognize him. 

So the Creator of all became flesh (Jn. 1:14) for what reason? John the Baptist called Jesus 
“the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.” (Jn. 1:29)  
The apostle Paul writes this: 
Colossians 1:13–16 (NET) 
13 He [Father] delivered us from the power of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom 
of the Son he loves,14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.15 He [Je-
sus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation, 16 for all things in 
heaven and on earth were created by him—all things, whether visible or invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions, whether principalities or powers—all things were created 
through him and for him. 

In light of the price payed to redeem us, it is RIGHT for us to…  

�Pause & Remember the Goodness of our Creator, Provider, Redeemer



• Take time each day appreciate what our Creator has made.   
• PRAY Daily & start w/ THANKS! Lead this in your home on Thanksgiving! 

Go around one at a time and share something you thank God for…then PRAY 
& tell Him thanks! 

• READ the Scriptures. Read COLOSSIANS read this week on our Church App. 
• Enjoy family, friends, & food! 
• Honor Jesus by serving & sharing with someone. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
These open-ended questions are designed to help you LIVE what you LEARN with your 
Family, Friends, or Small Group.  

1. As you pause & remember the Goodness of our Creator, Provider, Redeemer - 
which of these have you been most and least thankful for? Explain your answer and how 
you have been challenged to thank God for WHO He is and WHAT He has done. 

2. What is it from God’s creation that makes you pause and think/say ‘WOW!’ Explain why 
that sight, sound, or smell so impacts you. What other part of God’s creation should 
cause you to pause more often and why? 

3. Take some time to share what you thank God for (e.g. family members, provision, etc.) 

4. Share a moment when you most appreciated that payment that Jesus made to redeem 
you & why that memory is so special.  

5. If you haven’t yet shared this yet, what is it that God wants you to do with what you 
heard & studied today? 

* Share your prayer needs and PRAY to the FATHER together! 
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