After many years of silence, God reveals His Promise, not to kings & priests, but to a young,
ordinary couple. Today we will see the promise of God’s Presence, revealed with a heartbeat
and a dream.
The Promise Made to Abraham that extended through his family to you and me.
Matthew 1:1–2 (NIV) 1 This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the
son of Abraham: 2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the
father of Judah and his brothers,
Matthew wants his Jewish audience to see that Jesus is the Messiah, the Anointed One
promised through the family of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, from the tribe from Judah, through
the family of David.
After listing the rest of the family Matthew tells the birth story of Jesus in only 9 verses (1:18-25 & 2:1).
Matthew 1:18a (NIV)
18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged
to be married to Joseph…
These were arranged marriages that featured a year long betrothal period before the wedding.
The Jewish betrothal period:
• The couple was legally bound as husband & wife in a public gathering who witnessed a
symbolic act of commitment.1
• During that time, the couple got to know one another while the woman stayed with her
parents & the husband prepared the home for his bride. One year later the couple would
be wed, live together, and experience sexual intimacy.
What an example! Joseph and Mary were awaiting their marriage date.
But then comes the bombshell…
Matthew 1:18b-19 (NIV)
but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit.
19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose
her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
Mary is PREGNANT…and blames it on the Spirit of God. SURE…like THAT could happen.
Joseph’s dreams are shattered. Now he had to make a difficult decision.
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Joseph couldn’t just break up and be done. He was legally recognized as Mary’s husband.
Scriptural punishment for a betrothed woman's sexual misconduct was death (as well as
the man who slept with her - Deut. 22:23–24).
Yet it is here that we see that Joseph was compassionate.
Joseph had every legal right to make Mary’s supposed infidelity public. In fact, he was expected to do just that.2 Although the Jewish law prescribed the death penalty for sexual
impurity, the occupying Roman Empire would not allow the Jewish courts to carry this out.3
Instead of being stoned, Mary would be shunned. Had Joseph wanted to, he could have
received quite a healthy sum via the Jewish courts’ ruling in his favor. 4
Joseph was wrestling with his decision & leaning toward divorcing her quietly, in order to
keep Mary from public disgrace.
Matthew 1:20-21 (NIV)
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because
what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are
to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”
1.The angel confirms Mary’s claim. No, this isn’t NATURAL, it’s SUPER-NATURAL.
In this ancient account, God - the greater force - has intervened in the NATURAL world,
and caused SUPERNATURAL result - a virgin conceives a child. The God who created
everything from nothing - once again revealed His Presence through the promise of a child
to be born to a virgin.
2.The angel commands Joseph to name the child ‘Jesus’ BECAUSE…”he will save his
people from their sins.” The Hebrew name for Jesus is Yeshua meaning ‘Yahweh saves’.
The earliest followers of Jesus didn’t focus on His birth and nor celebrate Christmas as we do.
• A total of 40 verses from 2 gospels describe the circumstances surrounding the birth of
Jesus. (Matt. 1:18-25 & 2:1; Luke 1:26-37; 2:1-20)
The major focus of the New Testament is NOT Jesus’ birth (2 of 4 gospels), but on Jesus’
death (all 4 gospels) because the focus of Jesus’ ministry was not about a CRADLE, but
about a CROSS. We should wonder at His birth and honor His death.

The Promise Made to Abraham is now a Promise Revealed.
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Joseph’s night vision finishes with a powerful prophecy.
Matthew 1:22-23 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the
prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).
A 700+ year old prophecy was not only fulfilled to it’s original audience (Isaiah’s day), but
was ultimately fulfilled through the birth of Jesus! Jesus IS ‘Immanuel’…God with us!
Matthew 1:24-25 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.
Joseph trusted God, no matter the impossibility of the claim, and obeyed God's command
to take Mary as his wife. Joseph moves up the wedding and people likely calculate that
Mary was pregnant before her marriage.
Joseph’s patience to wait for sexual intimacy despite being married demonstrates Joseph's
discipline & trust in God's word through the dream.
Joseph was faithful to follow the command to name the child ‘Yeshua’ (Jesus)
and… Jesus is [how] Yahweh Saves
Like it or not…there is NO OTHER WAY to salvation except through Him.
_____________________
Have you trusted Jesus with your life? Would you consider the claims of Jesus today?

FAI T H

1. Read the birth & death narratives.
• Day 1: Matthew 1:18-25 & 2:1; Luke 1:26-37; 2:1-20
• Day 2: Matt. 27:1-61
• Day 3: Mark 15
• Day 4: Luke 23:18-56
• Day 5: John 19
2. Ask God for opportunity to SERVE and SHARE your story.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
These open-ended questions are designed to help you LIVE what you LEARN with your
Family, Friends, or Small Group.
1. Read Matt. 1:18-25. What do we learn about Joseph from this passage? What surprised or impacted you about this ancient account? Explain your answer.
2. How does our seriousness about sexual purity compare to that of Jewish people in Jesus day…or in our grandparents’ day? Although our culture treats sex lightly, name
some reasons why sexual purity matters. What would you say one who has sinned sexually (sexual intimacy outside of marriage), who wonders if he/she can be forgiven?
3. What would you say to the person who says, “It’s not naturally possible for a virgin to
conceive a child, so the story of Jesus’ birth cannot be true”? How might pointing the
person to the creation of everything…out of nothing demonstrate that super-natural
events, while not typical, seem to be possible?
4. After reading Matt. 1:21, what would you say about the significance of this quote?
“We should wonder at His birth and honor His death.”
(Why do only 2 of the gospels tell of Jesus’ birth yet all 4 tell of Jesus’ death?)
5. Read Matt. 1:21-23. What is the significance of the name ‘JESUS’ and how does His
birth ultimately fulfill the Is. 7:14 prophecy?
6. What is it that God wants you to do with what you heard & studied today?
* Share your prayer needs and PRAY to the FATHER together!

