Jesus WAS the greatest gift…ever! WHY? Because Jesus is [how] Yahweh saves.
Matthew 1:21 (NIV)
…you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”
Surprisingly, there’s not a lot information in Matthew’s account of Jesus’ birth.
• Matthew gives no details about how Mary was told
• Matthew says nothing about the angelic choir telling the shepherds of Jesus’ birth.
• Matthew mentions nothing about the lack of guest room availability, nor a manger.
Here’s what we get.
Matthew 2:1–2 (NIV)
1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from
the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of
the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
Now we see the major PLACES & PLAYERS.
• Bethlehem, the location of Jesus’ birth.
• King Herod, a ‘king’ in name only, subservient to the Roman Empire; not Jewish, yet ruled
as 'king of the Jews’; best known for his building projects which included reconstructing
the temple in Jerusalem. He was insanely jealous.
• Magi were experts in astronomy who attempted to explain dreams, monitor & interpret
cosmic activity, & offer counsel to leaders (as seen during the time of Daniel). The point of
the passage is not WHEN they came, but WHY they came. They came to honor the one
born king of the Jews.
• Jerusalem was the capital city in Judea where they expected a king to be born.
The purpose of the Magi’s visit was to proskyneō (Greek [pr. pros-ku-neyo]) the one born
king of the Jews. That Greek term is translated ‘worship’ in most reliable English versions.
Literally rendered, this means to kiss toward. (custom of bowing down before persons and
kissing their feet, the hem of their garment, or the ground that unguided them.1 )
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Unlike the Magi, not everybody was as excited about this birth.
Matthew 2:3 (NIV)
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.
Why? Herod was insanely jealous and an angry Herod meant danger for people in
Jerusalem. Later Herod hunts down male children under the age of 2 and slaughters them
in an attempt to kill Jesus (Matt. 2:16).
Matthew 2:4-6 (NIV)
4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he
asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied,
“for this is what the prophet has written: 6 “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are
by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will
shepherd my people Israel.’” [from Micah 5:2,4]
God pinpointed the place of the Messiah’s birth about 450 years before it ever happened!
Bethlehem was a small town 5 miles south of Jerusalem.
• Bethlehem was where King David was born about 1000 years earlier.
• The name Bethlehem means ‘House of Bread’ a granary.
Matthew 2:9–11 (NIV)
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it
rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they
saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his
mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.
The Promise Made to Abraham; the Promise Revealed to Joseph & Mary; was now the
Promise Fulfilled to ‘all nations’.
These pagan star-gazers would travel hundreds of miles to get a glimpse of the infant-king,
yet the Jewish leaders wouldn’t take a 5 mile journey to investigate the Messianic prophecy.
Regardless of the reason, they refused to bow.
Here’s what we need to answer…

Have you come to the place where you recognize the
significance of Jesus coming to earth?

Look how the apostle Paul ties the cradle to the cross.
Philippians 2:3–11 (NET)
3 Instead of being motivated by selfish ambition or vanity, each of you should, in humility,
be moved to treat one another as more important than yourself. 4 Each of you should be
concerned not only about your own interests, but about the interests of others as well.
5 You should have the same attitude toward one another that Christ Jesus had, 6 who
though he existed in the form of God did not regard equality with God as something to be
grasped, 7 but emptied himself by taking on the form of a slave, by looking like other men,
and by sharing in human nature. 8 He humbled himself, by becoming obedient to the point
of death —even death on a cross!
Jesus didn’t grasp or CLING to His equality with God [the Father]. Instead He emptied
Himself as a slave/servant. In the words of the John’s Gospel, the Word became flesh &
lived among us (Jn. 1:14). Listen to the well written words of Max Lucado:
Stepping from the throne, he removed his robe of light and wrapped himself in skin:
pigmented, human skin. The light of the universe entered a dark, wet womb. He
whom angels worship nestled himself in the placenta of a peasant, was birthed into
the cold night, and then slept on cow’s hay.
Mary didn’t know whether to give him milk or give him praise, but she gave him
both since he was, as near as she could figure, hungry and holy. Joseph…called
him Jesus, since that’s what the angel had said and since he didn’t have the
faintest idea what to name a God he could cradle in his arms.
Don’t you think...their heads tilted and their minds wondered, “What in the world are
you doing, God?” Or better phrased, “God, what are you doing in the world?” “Can
anything make me stop loving you?” God asks. “Watch me speak your language,
sleep on your earth, and feel your hurts.2
The Unlikely Servant came to be the Ultimate Sacrifice.
9 As a result God exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 so that
at the name of Jesus every knee will bow —in heaven and on earth and under the
earth— 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.
the Christmas Question: Will You BOW Now?
"

…or will you wait for the day you will be forced

to recognize who is King over all?
1.Bow before Jesus every morning & lay your LIFE at His feet.

FAI T H
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2.Serve someone in Jesus’ Name & SHARE the Greatest Gift Ever!

Max Lucado, The Glory of Christmas (Dallas: Word, 1996), 13-14.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
These open-ended questions are designed to help you LIVE what you LEARN with your
Family, Friends, or Small Group.
1. Read Matt. 2:1-11. Why do you think Matthew spotlights the Magi’s search for Jesus &
how is their response different from others?
2. Read Micah 5:2-4. What is the significance of this prophecy that was about 500 years
old at the time of Jesus’ birth?
3. Read Philippians 2:3-11. Have you ever taken the time to marinate on the claim that
Jesus left the glory of heaven to live among humanity…as one of us? Why should that
be so significant, especially as we celebrate Christmas?
4. Will you bow now? If you’re reading this discussion question, you likely have already
bowed before Jesus. Share the story of when you did that.
5. How will accepting the FEET2FAITH Challenge help you to keep ‘the Reason for the
Season’ on the front of your mind this Christmas season? How could starting your day
by bowing before Jesus help you? Who is someone you can serve & share Jesus with?
* Share your prayer needs and PRAY to the FATHER together!

