* All these teachings are available on CD or ONLINE (free).
• Week 1: Promise Made - I’m not afraid, because I’m not alone.
• Week 2: Promise Revealed - Jesus is how Yahweh saves.
• Week 3: Promise Fulfilled - The Christmas Question: Will you bow now?
David Platt “The infinite God an infant child. The more you think about it, the
more staggering it gets.”
• Week 4: Promise Guaranteed - God’s Spirit guarantees God’s Grace.
__________________________________

What if Jesus returns in 2016?
Will you be prepared to stand before Him? Does this thrill you, terrify you, or mystify you?
Jesus Ascends
Acts 1:8–9 (NET)
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the farthest parts of the
earth.” 9 After he had said this, while they were watching, he was lifted up and a cloud
hid him from their sight.
This is MORE than Jesus ascending out of our atmosphere. He was lifted up. This is
about Jesus being enthroned as ruler of all.
Dr. David Pendergrass says this well. “He [Jesus] is going to be enthroned, to send
the Spirit, enabling the church to do the Kingdom work it was designed to do.”
Promise Approaching
Acts 1:10–11 (NET)
10 As they were still staring into the sky while he was going, suddenly two men in white
clothing stood near them 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand here looking up
into the sky? This same Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven will come
back in the same way you saw him go into heaven.”
Obviously, that promise has yet to be fulfilled. The apostles expected Jesus’ return within
their lifetime or the lifetime of their audience. Yet the promise of Jesus’ return would also
bring persecution from enemies of Jesus, as seen in 2 Peter, chapter 3.

Scoffers: ‘Where is He?’
2 Peter 3:3-4 (NET)
3 Above all, understand this: In the last days blatant scoffers will come, being propelled by
their own evil urges4 and saying, “Where is his promised return? For ever since our ancestors died, all things have continued as they were from the beginning of creation.”
The last days is a New Testament phrase for the time between the 1st & 2nd coming (birth
& return of Jesus).1
Historical Facts or Mythical Fables?
2 Peter 3:5-6 (NET)
5 For they deliberately suppress this fact, that by the word of God heavens existed long
ago and an earth was formed out of water and by means of water. 6 Through these things
the world existing at that time was destroyed when it was deluged with water.
Some deny that God created & destroyed the earth. Denying God’s existence & involvement
in human affairs in no way limits His ability to judge the guilty.
Judgment for the Ungodly
2 Peter 3:7-9 (NET)
7 But by the same word the present heavens and earth have been reserved for fire, by being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 8 Now, dear friends,
do not let this one thing escape your notice, that a single day is like a thousand years with
the Lord and a thousand years are like a single day. 9 The Lord is not slow concerning his
promise, as some regard slowness, but is being patient toward you, because he does
not wish for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
God’s patience doesn’t dilute His judgment, it just DELAYS His judgment. The reason
He hasn’t returned is because of His desire that all who WOULD come to repentance WILL
come to repentance.
QUESTION: When God’s patience is complete, what will that mean for YOU?
Ready or Not
2 Peter 3:10 (NET)
10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief; when it comes, the heavens will disappear
with a horrific noise, and the celestial bodies will melt away in a blaze, and the earth and
every deed done on it will be laid bare.
Directly after encouraging believers about the resurrection of the dead & redemption of the
living when Jesus returns (1 Thes. 4:13-18) he writes these words:
1 Thessalonians 5:2–3 (NET)
2 For you know quite well that the day of the Lord will come in the same way as a thief in
the night.3 Now when they are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction comes on them, like labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will surely
not escape.
This kind of judgment should lead us to ask a question: If this is TRUE…what should we do?
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Peter is quick to quote Joel's prophecy in Acts 2:16-17 which uses 'in the last days’. James says, “for the Lord’s return is near. (James 5:8 NET).

Our Response to His Return
2 Peter 3:11-12 (NET)
11 Since all these things are to melt away in this manner, what sort of people must we be,
conducting our lives in holiness and godliness,12 while waiting for and hastening the
coming of the day of God? Because of this day, the heavens will be burned up and dissolve, and the celestial bodies will melt away in a blaze!
We should consistently act like He’s coming back.

Are you conducting your life in holiness & godliness (honest, pure, desiring & working to
please God)?

In His Presence
2 Peter 3:13-14 (NET)
13 But, according to his promise, we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth, in
which righteousness truly resides. 14 Therefore, dear friends, since you are waiting for
these things, strive to be found at peace, without spot or blemish, when you come
into his presence.
Jesus left to send the Spirit to live IN us:
• to lead us to all truth
• empower us to live in passionate purity &
• share Jesus with a desperately lost world
What if we REALLY BELIEVED we were going to stand in His Presence?
THIS IS WHY we should
BIG TRUTH: Consistently Act like He’s Coming Back
Are you conducting your lives in holiness and godliness, without spot or blemish, living at peace with God and others?
How would your life change THIS WEEK, if you knew He would return next Sunday?
And…how do you know he won’t?
On Guard & Growing
2 Peter 3:17-18 (NET)
17 Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your guard that you
do not get led astray by the error of these unprincipled men and fall from your firm grasp
on the truth.18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. To him be the honor both now and on that eternal day.

FAI T H

1. Learn & Live the Scriptures Daily. This is how we know God’s truth
from error, how we grow in the knowledge of Jesus, & how we learn to
extend His grace to others. Take the 10-minute challenge & read through
1 John this week (5 chapters).
2. Ask: What if today is THE day? Look in the mirror this week…and ask
YOURSELF this question each day this week: “What if today is THE day?”

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
These open-ended questions are designed to help you LIVE what you LEARN with your
Family, Friends, or Small Group.
1. Read Acts 1:8-11. How would watching Jesus ascend impact you? How do you think
the promise of His return impacted the 1st century followers of Jesus?
2. Read 2 Peter 3:7-10 & 1 Thes. 4:16-5:3. What intrigues, encourages, or concerns you
about these passages? Explain your answer.
3. Read 2 Peter 3:11-14. How does this passage challenge these often quoted phrases,
“I’m only human. It’s impossible to live in purity.”? Talk about what it means to live in ‘holiness, godliness, at peace, without spot or blemish’.
4. Read 2 Peter 3:17-18. What warnings and challenges should we consider from this passage? How does knowing and living the Scriptures help in our preparation & maturation?
5. If you KNEW that Jesus would return this year and you would be in His Presence, what
changes would you immediately begin to consider in your own life? Be honest & give
your reasoning.
* Share your prayer needs and PRAY to the FATHER together!

