God’s Peace Child

Contrary to what many people propose, mankind is not basically good
with God…and THAT’S WHY Jesus came to Earth;
not to stay in the cradle, but make His way to the cross to bless all nations and save people from their sins.
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Follow today’s teaching notes, Scripture passages & more with your digital device (wi-fi available ‘Worship Center Guest’).
1. Get our free app. Search My Church App (app store) & download MyChurchApp.
2. Open app, input 32340, choose Fellowship. (click bottom right icon teaching notes)
3. Access PDF notes to teachings here: bit.ly/PDFNotes

teachingnotes

* All Scripture is from CSB (Christian Standard Bible) unless otherwise noted.
Jesus Fulﬁlls the Promise to Abraham
Galatians 3:8 Now the Scripture saw in advance that God would justify the Gentiles by faith and proclaimed
the gospel ahead of time to Abraham, saying, All the nations will be blessed through you. [from Gen. 26:4]
In Luke 1:26-38 we see the angel Gabriel telling Mary that the Christ/Messiah was now implanted in her womb.
The angel calms her fears, but there is still a major speed bump ahead. Matthew tells us the issue and how it
was resolved.
Matthew 1:18–19 18 The birth of Jesus Christ came about this way: After his mother Mary had been engaged to
Joseph, it was discovered before they came together that she was pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 So her
husband Joseph, being a righteous man, and not wanting to disgrace her publicly, decided to divorce her
secretly.
Like any man, Joseph would have been hurt & frustrated, not believing her excuse. Joseph plans on ending the
relationship by divorcing her (engagement was a legal marriage in their culture). Instead of broadcasting her
unfaithfulness, he decided to divorce her secretly.
Matthew 1:20-21 20 But after he had considered these things, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because what has been
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus, because
he will save his people from their sins.”
Jesus = Yeshua (Hebrew) - where we get Joshua in English = “Yahweh saves”. How was THAT going to happen?
Jesus came to Earth to save his people from their sins and bless all nations by taking our sin and giving us His
righteousness (2 Cor. 5:21) at the cross.

BIG TRUTH: The Purpose of Christmas is Found at the Cross.
Early followers of Jesus did not focus nearly as much attention on Jesus’ birth as we do. Only 2 of 4 Gospel writers
mention the birth of Jesus.
• Matthew used about 8 verses to talk about the birth of Jesus,
• Luke used about 32 verses related to the birth of Jesus.
• Out of all the gospel writings, only about 40 verses focus on Jesus’ birth.
All 4 gospel writers spent time dealing with the DEATH of Jesus. We wouldn’t care about the CRADLE if it
wasn’t for the CROSS.
YOUR NOTES

Matthew 1:22-23 22 Now all this took place to fulﬁll what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23 See,
the virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they will name him Immanuel, which is translated
“God is with us.”
This is the fulﬁllment of Isaiah 7:14 that we talked about last week. This child will be the ultimate fulﬁllment of
Isaiah’s prophecy and God’s promise to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Joshua, and the people of Israel! The birth
of THIS child is the hope for all nations...the proof of the promise...God with Us!
Matthew 1:24-25 24 When Joseph woke up, he did as the Lord’s angel had commanded him. He married her 25
but did not have sexual relations with her until she gave birth to a son. And he named him Jesus.
When Joseph woke up he trusted God and obeyed God's command to take Mary as his wife. Joseph’s patience to
wait for sexual intimacy despite being married demonstrates Joseph's discipline & trust in God's message
through the dream. Mary & Joseph’s trust & obedience was aﬃrmed when the shepherds who heard the angelic
message showed up not long after the birth of Jesus.
Luke 2:15–20 15 When the angels had left them and returned to heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let’s go straight to Bethlehem and see what has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 They
hurried oﬀ and found both Mary and Joseph, and the baby who was lying in the manger. 17 After seeing them,
they reported the message they were told about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary was treasuring up all these things in her heart and meditating on
them. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had seen and heard, which
were just as they had been told.
The shepherds revealed the identity of the One who was in the manger - He is the Savior, the Messiah, the Lord.
Luke 2:11 Today in the city of David a Savior was born for you, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
He has come to bring peace to those who were once separated by sin. These shepherds echoed the words Mary had
heard from Gabriel 9 months before (Luke 1:31–33). And now Mary was treasuring up all these things in her heart
and meditating on them. The Lord had come to earth...as a human...as a newborn baby.
Max Lucado:
Stepping from the throne, he removed his robe of light and wrapped himself in skin: pigmented, human skin. The
light of the universe entered [“a dark world” - my change]. He whom angels worship nestled himself in the placenta
of a peasant, was birthed into the cold night, and then slept on cow’s hay.
Mary didn’t know whether to give him milk or give him praise, but she gave him both since he was, as near as she
could ﬁgure, hungry and holy. Joseph didn’t know whether to call him Junior or Father. But in the end called him
Jesus, since that’s what the angel had said and since he didn’t have the faintest idea what to name a God he could
cradle in his arms.
Don’t you think...their heads tilted and their minds wondered, “What in the world are you doing, God?” Or better
phrased, “God, what are you doing in the world?” “Can anything make me stop loving you?” God asks. “Watch me
speak your language, sleep on your earth, and feel your hurts.1
But there’s one more important part of the story we must deal with - what happened just 8 days after Jesus’ birth;
the day that parents would obey God’s law to have their male son circumcised (Lev. 12:3) and give him and
oﬃcial name - Yeshua (or Jesus). Simeon, an old and Godly man was in the temple that day, having been
promised by God’s Holy Spirit that he would see the Messiah before he died.
Luke 2:27–33 27 Guided by the Spirit, he entered the temple. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to
perform for him what was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took him up in his arms, praised God, and said,
29 Now, Master, you can dismiss your servant in peace, as you promised. 30 For my eyes have seen your
salvation. 31 You have prepared it in the presence of all peoples— 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and glory to your people Israel. 33 His father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him.
This little defenseless baby, would bring salvation for all peoples/nations, for Israel and for Gentiles. No
wonder they were amazed at what was being said about Jesus! But it wasn’t going to be an easy road, as this
grown child would make it clear, that contrary to what many people THOUGHT THEN and THINK TODAY,
mankind is not basically good with God.
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Max Lucado, The Glory of Christmas (Dallas: Word, 1996), 13-14.

Luke 2:34-35 34 Then Simeon blessed them and told his mother Mary: “Indeed, this child is destined to cause
the fall and rise of many in Israel and to be a sign that will be opposed—35 and a sword will pierce your own
soul—that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.”
What Jesus (“Yahweh saves”) was going to do to bring that salvation, would bring deep pain to Mary’s soul. That
day would later demonstrate that Jesus had been born to die. The Purpose of Christmas is found at the Cross.
Are you FREE from your sin? Are you sharing your faith in Jesus with those who need to know about God’s Peace Child?
• What a great time to meet the King! If you’re ready to trust Him, turn from your sin & call out to Him!
• If you already know Him...take your opportunities this Christmas to share Jesus with others. Parents &
Grandparents, help your young one be more thankful for Jesus than for Santa & gifts. Use the discussion
questions & purposely discuss a Christ-centered Christmas.

heretoserveyou

Have questions and need some help?…real soon…how about now? Please call or text us soon!
* Contact Jackie (850-673-1582), Justin (704-618-6144), Christy (673-9764), or another follower of Jesus soon!
Or call our deacons & wives: Tom & Martha Waddail, Steve & Debbie Bass, Freddy & Joyce Howard, Jere &
Darlene Burnette, Alan & Christy Androski, Willy & Melissa Gamalero.

findusonline>>FOM.life & facebook>>bit.ly/FOM-FB
discussionquestions

These open-ended questions are designed to help you LIVE what you LEARN with your Family, Friends, or Small Group.
1. How did “The Peace Child” video clips impact you?
2. Based on the Luke 1:26-35, 38 & Matthew 1:20-21, 24-25, why do you think God chose Mary & Joseph to parent
Jesus? In what ways are they good examples to those who are helping raise/influence children to live Godly?
3. Although the name ‘Jesus’ (Hebrew = Yeshua) was common in the day, how did Jesus fulﬁll the extraordinary
meaning ‘Yahweh saves’?
4. Read Luke 1:32-33 & 2:11. Discuss the phrases that told of who Jesus would be. Which of these most impacts or
intrigues you. Explain your answer.
5. Do you think we would celebrate Christmas if is wasn’t for the CROSS? Explain your answer.
6. Where do you believe God would have you go to help accomplish His plan to save the world? Is there anyone
you are currently praying for, serving, or sharing Jesus with? Explain your answer.
7. What most challenged or surprised you from today’s teaching? What do you need to do to apply God’s Word
to your life this week?

* Pray together & be the hands, feet, & voice of Jesus this week!

