
 

* All Scripture is from the CSB (Christian Stand Bible) unless otherwise noted. 
Jn 21:1-4: We find several of disciples going fishing at the Sea of Galilee (aka Tiberias). But after a night of casting 
the nets, these veteran fisherman were skunked…NO FISH. 

John 21:4–8 4 When daybreak came, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not know it was Jesus. 5 
“Friends,” Jesus called to them, “you don’t have any fish, do you?” “No,” they answered. 6 “Cast the net on the 
right side of the boat,” he told them, “and you’ll find some.” So they did, and they were unable to haul it in 
because of the large number of fish. 7 The disciple, the one Jesus loved, said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When 
Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he tied his outer clothing around him (for he had taken it off) and 
plunged into the sea. 8 Since they were not far from land (about a hundred yards away), the other disciples 
came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish. 

This meant pulling in the large nets and taking the time to set them on the other side of the boat took some 
work. But their obedience resulted in being unable to haul it in because of the large number of fish. These 
men had seen this ONE time before (Lk 5:1-11). John, the one Jesus loved, knew it was Jesus. 
Peter couldn’t and wouldn’t wait to get to Jesus. Time with Jesus was more valuable than anything else since this 
was only the third time ( Jn 21:14) that the disciples had seen Him after His 1st resurrection appearance.  
Simon Peter cherished every moment with Jesus and plunged into the sea to get to Jesus. The other disciples 
got there as quick as they could, hauling in a HUGE net full of fish. 

John 21:9–14 9 When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish lying on it, and bread. 10 
“Bring some of the fish you’ve just caught,” Jesus told them. 11 So Simon Peter climbed up and hauled the net 
ashore, full of large fish—153 of them. Even though there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 “Come and 
have breakfast,” Jesus told them. None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was 
the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread, and gave it to them. He did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the 
third time Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

There is a great lesson here, a lesson that Jesus had previously taught these same men. 

John 15:5 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in me and I in him produces much 
fruit, because you can do nothing without me. 

Jesus had previously called these fishermen to be fishers of men and women (Mt 4:19, Mk 1:17, Lk 5:10). In fact, a 
similar experience led them to follow Jesus in the first place. After fishing all night and catching nothing Jesus got in 
the boat and went out with them…and they filled up 2 boats with fish (Luke 5:7). Then Jesus told these fishermen: 

Luke 5:10b–11 10 …“From now on you will be catching people.” 11 Then they brought the boats to land, left 
everything, and followed him. 

This was now the third time Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.  
The previous 2 times had been his first appearance WITHOUT Thomas and his second appearance WITH THOMAS 
present. But this 3rd appearance is going to focus on Simon Peter, the one who likely felt the most shame, and 
likely wondered something like this, “After what I’ve done, how could Jesus ever want to use me again?" 
Earlier Simon Peter entered the high priest’s courtyard, and Peter denies it being a disciple of Jesus. Then… 

John 18:18, 25-27 18 Now the servants and the officials had made a charcoal fire, because it was cold. They were 
standing there warming themselves, and Peter was standing with them, warming himself…25 Now Simon Peter 
was standing and warming himself. They said to him, “You aren’t one of his disciples too, are you?” He denied it 
and said, “I am not.” 26 One of the high priest’s servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, said, 
“Didn’t I see you with him in the garden?” 27 Peter denied it again. Immediately a rooster crowed. 

Follow Me  (John 21) 
We conclude The Gospel According to John with a story encouraging those of us 

who have denied Jesus (in actions, words, or thoughts) to respond  
to the Lord’s life-giving command: “Follow Me.”



The last time Simon Peter was standing around a charcoal fire…He denied Jesus 3 times. Now he stands by 
Jesus…at a charcoal fire, likely remembering his fear and unfaithfulness. 

But it’s then that Jesus evidently takes Peter on a walk (that we don’t read about until v. 20). 

John 21:15-17 15 When they had eaten breakfast, Jesus asked Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love 
me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said to him, “you know that I love you.” “Feed my lambs,” he told him. 16 
A second time he asked him, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” “Yes, Lord,” he said to him, “you know that 
I love you.” “Shepherd my sheep,” he told him. 17 He asked him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you 
love me?” Peter was grieved that he asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know 
everything; you know that I love you.” “Feed my sheep,” Jesus said. 

What does Jesus mean by “do you love me more than these”? Did Jesus mean, “Peter, do you love me more than 
you love these guys?” or “Peter, do you love me more than THEY love me?” Or maybe...it’s both.  
* Peter had previously made some bold statements like this: “I will lay down my life for you.” (Jn 13:37). The 
Synoptics note that Peter said, “Even if everyone falls away because of you, I will never fall away.” (Mt 26:33, Mk 14:29) 
But now Peter is not so quick nor cocky in his response. 

Look what Peter later writes about this very idea of what it means to shepherd my sheep. 

1 Peter 5:1–4 1 I exhort the elders among you as a fellow elder and witness to the sufferings of Christ, as well 
as one who shares in the glory about to be revealed: 2 Shepherd God’s flock among you, not overseeing out 
of compulsion but willingly, as God would have you; not out of greed for money but eagerly; 3 not lording it 
over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the chief Shepherd appears, you 
will receive the unfading crown of glory. 

Jesus isn’t DONE with Peter. Yes he had fallen…and YES he could be forgiven! Jesus has redeemed and restored 
Simon Peter. But now…Jesus is commanding HIM to shepherd God’s flock until Jesus returns! 

* Jesus REDEEMS & RESTORES people to right relationship with HIM and with others.  

John 21:18–19 18 “Truly I tell you, when you were younger, you would tie your belt and walk wherever you 
wanted. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands and someone else will tie you and carry you 
where you don’t want to go.” 19 He said this to indicate by what kind of death Peter would glorify God. After 
saying this, he told him, “Follow me.” 

There would come a day that Peter WOULD fulfill his earlier promise to give his life for Jesus.  

John 13:36–37 36 “Lord,” Simon Peter said to him, “where are you going?” Jesus answered, “Where I am going 
you cannot follow me now, but you will follow later.” 37 “Lord,” Peter asked, “why can’t I follow you now? I 
will lay down my life for you.” 

What kind of death would Peter would glorify God by? The expression “stretch out” was used by classical 
writers when speaking of a crucified man.  * You might have even heard that Peter was asked to be crucified head down, 1

although this is not likely as it is not mentioned by any church leader before Origen (185–254).  2

How Peter was crucified is in question, but THAT and WHY Peter was crucified is certain. He was persecuted and killed 
because of the next 2 words that come from the lips of Jesus. In fact, they are the same words Jesus used to first call 
Simon Peter and His other apostles with (Mat 4:18–19, Mk 1:17, Lk 5:10-11, Jn 1:43). 

BIG TRUTH: “FOLLOW ME” is the KEY to CHRISTIANITY. 
That’s what Jesus is calling us to do, too. FOLLOW ME.  

John 21:20–22 20 So Peter turned around and saw the disciple Jesus loved following them, the one who had 
leaned back against Jesus at the supper and asked, “Lord, who is the one that’s going to betray you?” 21 When 
Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about him?” 22 “If I want him to remain until I come,” Jesus answered, 
“what is that to you? As for you, follow Me.”  

Hey Peter….get your eyes off everybody else and follow Me. 

BIG TRUTH: “FOLLOW ME” is the KEY to CHRISTIANITY. 
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John’s Last Words 
John 21:23-25 23 So this rumor spread to the brothers and sisters that this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus did 
not tell him that he would not die, but, “If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you?” 24 This is the 
disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down. We know that his testimony is true. 25 And 
there are also many other things that Jesus did, which, if every one of them were written down, I suppose not 
even the world itself could contain the books that would be written. 

Jesus is the Word who put on skin, the God-man, the Creator of all things, the Light of the world, the Bread of 
life, the Living Water, & the Great I AM. 

The Goal of John’s Gospel 
John 20:30–31 30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this 
book. 31 But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in His Name. 

__________________________________________ 

* Want to talk further? Please contact Jackie (850-673-1582), Justin (704-618-6144), Christy (673-9764), or 
another follower of Jesus soon! Or call our deacons & wives: Tom & Martha Waddail, Steve & Debbie Bass, 
Freddy & Joyce Howard, Jere & Darlene Burnette, Alan & Christy Androski, Willy & Melissa Gamalero. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. What challenged or encouraged you from today’s teaching and/or this series? (Look back over your notes and share!) 
2. Read John 21:15-17. Have you ever struggled to believe that God could fully forgive you and restore you? How 

does the story of Peter encourage you to seek Jesus and His forgiveness? 
3. Share a story of someone who God greatly forgave and then restored. What steps did that man or woman 

have to take to be restored with God and others? 
4. Read John 21:18–22. How and why did Jesus correct Simon Peter? What are some practical ways that we can 

follow Jesus throughout this week (e.g. daily Scripture reading, prayer)?  
5. Pray for one another this week. Consider texting or calling same sex believers to pray and share together this week.


