God’s PROPHET (John 6:1-21)

Over 1400 years before Jesus walked the earth, Moses spoke of a prophet
who was to come, “a prophet like me” (Deut. 18:15), who would speak God’s words
and to whom the Jewish people must listen to. Today we discover 2 more signs
demonstrating that Jesus is the One of whom Moses meant.

Deuteronomy 18:18–19 (CSB) 18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. I will
put my words in his mouth, and he will tell them everything I command him. 19 I will hold accountable whoever
does not listen to my words that he speaks in my name.
John 6:1-3 (CSB) 1 After this, Jesus crossed the Sea of Galilee (or Tiberias). 2 A huge crowd was following him
because they saw the signs that he was performing by healing the sick. 3 Jesus went up a mountain and sat
down there with his disciples.
The Sea of Galilee is fed by the Jordan River system and is surrounded by
hills and mountains reaching an elevation of 2,000 feet in the west and over
4,000 feet in the east. When the cool Mediterranean air collides with the
heated desert air it creates strong winds and frequent storms on the sea.1
Why was the crowd following Jesus around?
These people saw the signs Jesus performed by healing the sick. Although
John has only mentioned 2 speciﬁc healings (4:49-54: the oﬃcials son in a
diﬀerent town; 5:1-9: the lame man at the pool), there had obviously been
many more at this point (cf. Jn. 3:32).
John 6:5-6 (CSB) 4 Now the Passover, a Jewish festival, was near. 5 So when Jesus looked up and noticed a
huge crowd coming toward him, he asked Philip, “Where will we buy bread so that these people can eat?” 6 He
asked this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do.
• Passover was a time of intense national pride for the people of Israel (like our 4th of July), remembering God’s
saving them from slavery and providing their needs in the wilderness. (important background for what is ahead)
• The Synoptics (Matthew, Mark, & Luke) say this event occurs at the end of a long day of healing & teaching
ministry (cf. Luke 9:11-12), but John cuts right to the chase.
Jesus tested Philip. Remember him - the one who brought Nathanael to Jesus saying, “We have found the one
Moses wrote about in the law (and so did the prophets).” (Jn. 1:45 CSB) It’s about to become obvious that Philip still
didn’t fully understand who Jesus was.
Today we see the 4th & 5th of the 7 SIGNS of John’s Gospel - moments when heaven & earth intersect.
1) Turning Water into Wine (John 2:1–11)
2) Healing the Oﬃcial’s Son (John 4:46–54)
3) Healing the Lame Man of 38 years (John 5:1–15)
4) Feeding the Multitude (John 6:1–15)
5) Walking on water (John 6:16-21)
6) Healing the man blind from birth (John 9:1-7)
7) Raising of Lazarus (John 11:1-45)
So Phillip…what’s the plan?
John 6:7–10 (CSB) 7 Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii worth of bread wouldn’t be enough for each of
them to have a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9 “There’s a boy here
who has ﬁve barley loaves and two ﬁsh—but what are they for so many?” 10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit
down.” There was plenty of grass in that place; so they sat down. The men numbered about ﬁve thousand.
A denarii was the average day’s wage. So not even 200 days of wages (8 months) would cover the cost of bread
to feed every person there. Matt. 14:21 clariﬁes, “Now those who ate were about ﬁve thousand men, besides women
and children.” So the number of people present could have reached 10,000 to 20,000 or more. 2
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John 6:11-13 (CSB) 11 Then Jesus took the loaves, and after giving thanks he distributed them to those who
were seated—so also with the ﬁsh, as much as they wanted. 12 When they were full, he told his disciples,
“Collect the leftovers so that nothing is wasted.” 13 So they collected them and ﬁlled twelve baskets with the
pieces from the ﬁve barley loaves that were left over by those who had eaten.
According to the Synoptics - Jesus began to pass the food to the disciples, who in turn passed it out to the people
(Luke 9:16), whom Jesus had divided into groups of about 50 (Luke 9:14). Jesus gave the people enough food to
make them full. The twelve baskets left over likely demonstrate the Lord’s ability to provide more than enough
for all 12 tribes (just as Yahweh had done during the exodus) and for His 12 disciples.
John 6:14-15 (CSB) 14 When the people saw the sign he had done, they said, “This truly is the Prophet who is
to come into the world.” 15 Therefore, when Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force
to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.
This sign was so signiﬁcant to the Jews that this is the only miracle during Jesus’ ministry that is recorded in all
four Gospels.3 This ‘sign’ was enough to convince the people that Jesus was ‘the Prophet’ they had been awaiting
as spoken through Moses.
What did they see in Jesus that convinced so many that Jesus was the prophet?
Like Moses, Jesus provided food in a miraculous way for thousands in the wilderness.
Like Moses, Jesus spoke with God’s authority.
And, since Passover was on the horizon, the people were about to celebrate the exodus from Egypt, a time
thanking God for His saving them from slavery and supplying them with food.
Sadly, most of the people did NOT listen to God’s words that had been put in his mouth (see John 6:22-71).
The people numbering 5000 men strong, were ready to take him by force to make him king, march into
Jerusalem, take over the city, and deliver them from Roman oppression. Of course, that wasn’t Jesus’ plan.
But Jesus refused to put on the CROWN before He picked up the CROSS.
Edmund Clowney: “He would go to Jerusalem not to wield the spear and bring the judgment, but to receive the
spear thrust and bear the judgment.” 4
Instead of allowing this, Jesus withdrew going further up into the mountains (the Golan Heights). John doesn’t
give us anymore details, but Mark and Matthew do. Mark 6:46 Jesus had gone oﬀ to pray in the high hills and
had not returned. Matt. 14:22 notes that Jesus had told them to cross the sea without Him.
John 6:16–18 (CSB) 16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 got into a boat, and started
across the sea to Capernaum. Darkness had already set in, but Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 A high wind
arose, and the sea began to churn.
The disciples were likely expecting Jesus to borrow a boat and meet them, so they started across the sea. But
when the cool air from the hills swept down over the warm air over the sea, 5 the weather starting getting rough.
An old Psalm predating this event by 1000 years, is brought to life by our story (Ps. 107:23-30).
Psalm 107:23–30 (LEB) 23 Those who went down to the sea in ships, doing business on the high seas; 24 they saw
the works of Yahweh, and his wonderful deeds in the deep. 25 For he spoke and raised up a stormy wind, and it
whipped up its waves. 26 They rose to the heavens; they plunged to the depths. Their soul melted in their calamity.
27 They reeled and staggered like a drunkard, and they were at their wits’ end. 28 Then they cried out to Yahweh in
their trouble, and he brought them out of their distresses. 29 He made the storm be still and their waves
became calm. 30 Then they were glad because they grew silent, so he guided them to their desired harbor.
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John 6:19-21 (CSB) 19 After they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea. He
was coming near the boat, and they were afraid. 20 But he said to them, “It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 21 Then they
were willing to take him on board, and at once the boat was at the shore where they were heading.
Jesus had performed some incredible signs, but this 5th sign, topped them all!
Some are skeptical of this story. Some argue that Jesus was ‘by the sea’ rather than walking on it, since the Greek
word can mean ‘by’ rather than ‘on.’ This, however, is a great example of how the context clariﬁes word meaning.
CONSIDER THE CONTEXT How do the disciples respond to seeing Jesus? They were afraid…afraid by a man walking
‘by’ the sea? Of course not. They were afraid because they thought He was a ghost (Mark 6:49)…and because,
after having rowed out three or four miles, Jesus was actually walking on the sea next to them!
From a distance, with waves crashing over the boat & rain pelting them, it’s doubtful they could distinguish that
it was Jesus, but then they heard His voice, “It is I. Don’t be afraid.”
These disciples stand in AWE of who Jesus is, thoroughly convinced that He is GREATER than Moses.
• Moses prayed and food came from heaven. Jesus prayed and food came from Jesus’ hands.
• Moses was able to PART the waters at the Sea. Jesus was able to WALK on them.
• Moses told his people, “Don’t be afraid.” - trust in God (Ex. 14:13–14). Jesus told His disciples, “Don’t be afraid. It is I!”
BIG QUESTION: Who is Jesus and what diﬀerence does He make in your life?

FEET2FAITH
READ, MEMORIZE, & MARINATE on John 6:22-71 & SHOW UP for LOVE LOUD
__________________________________________
* Want to talk further? Please contact Jackie (850-673-1582), Justin (704-618-6144), Christy (673-9764), or another follower of
Jesus soon! Or call our deacons & wives: Tom & Martha Waddail, Steve & Debbie Bass, Freddy & Joyce Howard, Jere & Darlene
Burnette, Alan & Christy Androski, Willy & Melissa Gamalero.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What challenged or encouraged you from today’s teaching? (Look back over your notes and share!)
2. Read Deut. 18:18-19 & Ex. 14:13-14. After reading this passage and remembering how God used Moses,
compare and contrast how Jesus proved to be THE PROPHET, greater than Moses.
3. Read John 6:14-15. What were the people expecting THE PROPHET to do and why did Jesus walk away from
their plans?
4. What were some of the lessons the disciples of Jesus learned from these 2 ‘sign’ events?
5. What parts of this passage are most signiﬁcant to you and why?
6. Take a few minutes to remember the 5 of 7 “signs” we have seen so far (Jn 2:1-11 water to wine; Jn 4:46-54
heaving oﬃcial’s son; Jn 5:1-15 healing lame man of 38 years; and the 2 we saw today). What do we learn
about Jesus from these signs?
7. How would you honestly answer the BIG QUESTION from today: ““Who is Jesus and what diﬀerence does He
make in your life?”
8. Pray for one another this week. Consider texting or calling same sex believers to pray and share together this week.
3 BIG EVENTS
• FUGE CAMP JUNE10-14: $300 w/ 1st payment of $150 due on April 21.
• TONIGHT: Dinner, Communion, & Conference 6-8pm. Bring a side dish & let’s enjoy one another’s company.
• NEXT SUNDAY: LOVE LOUD 8:30am-1:30pm. Sign up on our FB Page or contact a staﬀ member. 8:30am for a
warm breakfast, songs, short devotional challenge, break into groups, and go get to work! We will come back
together for lunch and share some stories about how God was at work among us.

