WHO IS JESUS? (John 5:1-18)

Although we considered the identity of Jesus on several occasions, we
have yet to see Jesus reveal his identify to his enemies. Today we see how
Jesus’ incredible claim before his enemies will lead to his sacriﬁcial death.

John 5:1–3 (CSB) 1 After this, a Jewish festival took place, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 2 By the Sheep Gate in
Jerusalem there is a pool, called Bethesda in Aramaic, which has ﬁve colonnades. 3 Within these lay a large
number of the disabled—blind, lame, and paralyzed.
This was a 60+ mile journey that took them up to Jerusalem, about 2,500 feet above sea level.1 Jesus made his
way to an area near the Sheep Gate, a small opening on the north wall of the city used to bring the sacriﬁcial
animals to the temple. Jesus was headed toward a pool, called Bethesda meaning house of outpouring (a
Greek transliteration of the Hebrew bêṯ ’ešdâ).2 It is here that archeologists have uncovered 2 large pools,
surrounded by 4 large covered porches (colonnades), with a 5th porch between the pools.3
Many disabled folks would lay here and await a stirring of the waters by an angel (or so it was thought).
*Notice that the translation we are using does NOT contain verse 3b-4 that talks about that angel stirring the
water and the ﬁrst to enter being healed.
But, if you use a KJV or NKJV, this part is included. Why? The KJV & NKJV translations are based on later Greek
manuscripts (12-14th centuries). Since that translation in 1611, many earlier Greek manuscripts that date back into
the 3rd century have been found, and the earliest copies DO NOT CONTAIN v.3b-4, which were likely added by later
scribes during the copying process.4 That’s why it IS found in KJV & NKJV and NOT in the CSB, NIV, ESV, NAS, or NET.
Jesus approaches the people in need, people whom most would quickly pass by (invalids, blind, lame, & paralyzed).
Burge summarizes the story of the paralyzed man like this:
“Taking these issues together, we can build a portrait of this man’s life: People moved him from place to place
unless he crawled; most of his income came from begging or from the charity of friends and family; and if he did
not have bladder or bowel control, his hygiene problem would have been enormous. People stayed away from
him. His hands (used for mobility) were rough and torn from the streets.”5
Jesus Approaches Those Most People Avoid
John 5:5-9a (CSB) 5 One man was there who had been disabled for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him
lying there and realized he had already been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to get well?” 7 “Sir,”
the disabled man answered, “I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, but while I’m
coming, someone goes down ahead of me.” 8 “Get up,” Jesus told him, “pick up your mat and walk.” 9 Instantly
the man got well, picked up his mat, and started to walk.
Imagine this moment for this man! Jesus bypassed the pool waters altogether and simply healed the man by
speaking to him! You would think that folks who knew this man, had seen him begging, unable to walk for 38
years, would have been excited for him. And maybe some were, but some responded a little diﬀerently.
THE SPARK THAT STARTS THE FIRE
John 5:9b–10 (CSB) Now that day was the Sabbath, 10 and so the Jews said to the man who had been healed,
“This is the Sabbath. The law prohibits you from picking up your mat.”
The Mishnah (AD 200) contained the oral rabbinical traditions & teachings containing 39 actions that were
forbidden on the Sabbath, including carrying something from one place to another, like this man carrying his
mat (Shabbath 7:2).6
* Note: This was not a teaching in the Old Testament, but one of many rabbi rules that Jesus confronted.
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Meeting the ONE Who Healed You
John 5:11-14 (CSB) 11 He replied, “The man who made me well told me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’ 12 “Who is this
man who told you, ‘Pick up your mat and walk’?” they asked. 13 But the man who was healed did not know who it
was, because Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that was there. 14 After this, Jesus found him in the temple
and said to him, “See, you are well. Do not sin anymore, so that something worse doesn’t happen to you.”
Jesus could have stayed anonymous; instead, Jesus found him in the temple and gave the man a warning: “Do
not sin anymore, so that something worse doesn’t happen to you.” What could be something worse than being
disabled for 38 years? Jesus was alluding to the spiritual punishment that awaits those who continue to sin and
refuse to repent (rather than a worse physical condition).
Jesus gave a similar warning to people who heard of tragic deaths of other Jews, saying: “Unless you repent, you
will all perish as well.” (Luke 13:5) There IS something worse than death that awaits those who refuse to repent.
Blown Cover & Incredible Claim
John 5:15-16 (CSB) 15 The man went and reported to the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well.
16 Therefore, the Jews began persecuting Jesus because he was doing these things on the Sabbath.
According to their thinking, since this wasn’t a life-threatening situation, Jesus should have waited until the next
day (our Sunday) to heal this man. And Jesus could have waited. What's one more day after 38 years of waiting?
But Jesus didn’t wait. He deliberately chose to heal this man on the Sabbath. Again, Jesus was NOT breaking OT
Law, but the rules of the rabbis, touted by spiritually bankrupt leaders who didn’t recognize the Messiah
standing right in front of them. And then Jesus drops the BOMB-SHELL!
John 5:17–18 (CSB) 17 Jesus responded to them, “My Father is still working, and I am working also.” 18 This is why
the Jews began trying all the more to kill him: Not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his
own Father, making himself equal to God.
Although it is the Sabbath, Jesus states My Father is still working. Near the end of the 1st century, 4 esteemed
rabbis concluded that God works constantly, and cannot be charged with violating the Sabbath law,7 since He
gave the Sabbath to bless man, not to handcuﬀ Himself.
What 2 Actions/Claims Got Jesus in Trouble?
1) Breaking the Sabbath. God had issued the death sentence of stoning by the community for a man who
picked up sticks on the Sabbath (Numbers 15:32–36), serving as a warning for others.

- Jesus did NOT break the Sabbath law from Scripture, although he did break the RABBIS’ RULES. Yet Jesus

claims that, just as God is not bound by the Sabbath Law, neither is He! On another occasion Jesus calls
himself “the Lord of the Sabbath” (Mk 2:28)! There is only One who could claim to be “Lord of the Sabbath”,
the one who made the Sabbath for man - God Himself!

2) Calling God his own Father. The people of Israel recognized God as “our Father,” but the individual wouldn’t
call God his own Father. Of course, that’s exactly what Jesus did, claiming to have a unique, one of a kind,
relationship with God. The reciprocal of Jesus calling God his own father is saying Jesus is the Son of God - a
blasphemous statement. This is noted later when the Jews hand Jesus over to Pilate (Jn. 19:7).
John 19:7 (CSB) 7 “We have a law,” the Jews replied to him, “and according to that law he ought to die,
because he made himself the Son of God.”
C. S. Lewis’s:
I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish things that people often say about Him: “I am ready to
accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept His claim to be God.” That is the one thing we must not say. A
man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would
either be a lunatic—on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg—or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You
must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God: or else a madman or something worse. You can
shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and
God. But let us not come with any patronising nonsense about His being a great human teacher.8
Which is Jesus to you…your Lord and God OR a madman or something worse?
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FEET2FAITH
Read through one of the Gospels and make a note when Jesus does/says something that should cause us
pause and why. - examples: Jesus forgives sin, walks on water, says that believing IN HIM is how a person
receives eternal life.
__________________________________________
* Want to talk further? Please contact Jackie (850-673-1582), Justin (704-618-6144), Christy (673-9764), or another follower of
Jesus soon! Or call our deacons & wives: Tom & Martha Waddail, Steve & Debbie Bass, Freddy & Joyce Howard, Jere & Darlene
Burnette, Alan & Christy Androski, Willy & Melissa Gamalero.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What challenged or encouraged you from today’s teaching? (Look back over your notes and share!)
2. What did you learn about why some Bible passages are ‘left out’ of newer translations, even when they are found in the
KJV? Why is it important to understand the reasons for this?
3. How does considering the disabled man’s hygiene & lack of anyone to help him in the water cause you appreciate the
compassion Jesus had for hurting folks?
4. Read John 5:8-10. Why were critics so quick to bypass the significance of this man’s healing and jump to what the man
was doing wrong? Share about a time when you have seen a man-made tradition overstep the truth of of the Scriptures.
5. Why do you think Jesus deliberately healed many people on the Sabbath, when he could have chosen another day?
6. Read John 5:15-18. What did the Jewish critics of Jesus understand Jesus to be saying about Himself?
7. What would you say to the person who says this: “You don’t have to believe that Jesus is God. Just believe Jesus is good
and then try to live like him.”?
8. If Jesus was killed for his claim, how well should we be able to explain the identity of Jesus? What are some other claims
or actions of Jesus you would point someone to in order to demonstrate the identity of Jesus?
9. Pray for one another this week. Consider texting or calling same sex believers to pray and share together this week.

