
7.  

The Festival of Dedication is celebrated 3 months after the Feast of Tabernacles (the context we have been 
studying in John 7-9.)  1

John 10:22 (CSB) 22 Then the Festival of Dedication took place in Jerusalem, and it was winter. 
The Festival of Dedication is not a feast commanded in the Old Testament writings (i.e. TaNaKh), but became an 
annual celebration that we now know as Hanukkah, meaning “dedication.”  This 8 day festival celebrated the 2

restoration of the temple after defeating & ejecting Antiochus IV Epiphanes (a term referring to a god in human form).  3

Antiochus desecrated the temple in 167 B.C. by slaughtering a pig on the altar of sacrifice, putting a statue of 
Zeus (a.k.a. Jupiter) in the most holy place of the temple, and using the temple for pagan prostitution practices. 
Antiochus put an end to the sacrifices to Yahweh and confiscated and destroyed the Scriptures, killing those who 
attempted to protect them.  

In 164 B.C. Judas Maccabeus (nickname meaning “hammer.” ) led Israel to conquer and kick out Antiochus and 4

his army, and restored the temple (to fulfill the prophecy from Daniel 8:9–14).The annual feast of dedication 
(Hanukkah) recalled the past event and pointed to the future expectation, when the Messiah would drive Israel’s 
enemies out for good. That’s the context as we open the Scriptures. 

John 10:23-26 23 Jesus was walking in the temple in Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The Jews surrounded him and asked, 
“How long are you going to keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25 “I did tell you and you 
don’t believe,” Jesus answered them. “The works that I do in my Father’s name testify about me. 26 But you 
don’t believe because you are not of my sheep. 

Would Jesus lead the Jews to kick out the Roman occupiers like Judas Maccabeus did with Antiochus IV? If so, 
then they were ready for Jesus to lead them to victory. If not, then it’s time for Jesus to get out of the way. 

Jesus had previously healed many people in Jerusalem, signs proving that He was the long awaited Messiah (Jn 2:23 
- many signs, 5:8 - lame walk, 9:6-7 - sight to blind). And while some people began to believe, others - despite 
seeing the works - would not believe Jesus. Why not? Jesus explains, “You are not of my sheep.” 

John 10:27-29 27 My sheep hear my voice, I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and 
they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is 
greater than all. No one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 

1 Simple Question Who do I FOLLOW?  
Those who belonged to Jesus were listening and responding to His voice. They were convinced that HE was the 
GOOD SHEPHERD, that He knew them, and that He was trustworthy. It’s to those that Jesus offers these 
incredible words of security in verse 28.  

I give them eternal life. This is a crazy claim for anyone who doesn't expect his audience to consider his talk to 
be blasphemous. Who has the power to give eternal life and to protect them so they never perish besides 
God? Who is the GOOD SHEPHERD who will not let His people be snatched away by thieves, robbers, or wolves? 
Jesus has already made the claim that HE is the GOOD SHEPHERD. 

John 10:14 (CSB) 14 “I am the good shepherd. I know my own, and my own know me, 
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JESUS: More Than a Man?  (John 10:22-42) 
Jesus doesn’t give his audience the option of gleaning from his teachings  

and ditching his identity. As such, any serious student of Jesus  
must wrestle with the claim that got Him killed. 



No one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. No one will snatch His sheep because Jesus will 
protect them. But Jesus’ claim is even bigger than that! Those who follow Jesus are wrapped & protected in the 
hand of Jesus, which itself is wrapped and protected in the hand of the Father, what one commentator (Grant 
Osborne) calls, “a double-edged protection detail!”  5

Outside of YOU choosing to walk away and no longer follow Jesus (e.g. Jn 6:66), you can TRUST that NO ONE can 
snatch you away from the One who has promised you eternal life! Paul reminds us of this in Romans 8. 

Romans 8:31–39 (CSB) 31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 
He did not even spare his own Son but offered him up for us all. How will he not also with him grant us 
everything? 33 Who can bring an accusation against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies. 34 Who is the 
one who condemns? Christ Jesus is the one who died, but even more, has been raised; he also is at the right 
hand of God and intercedes for us. 35 Who can separate us from the love of Christ? Can affliction or distress 
or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: Because of you we are being put 
to death all day long; we are counted as sheep to be slaughtered. 37 No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created 
thing will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Jesus IS the Messiah, the GOOD SHEPHERD who gives eternal life to His sheep. No one will snatch them from 
Him and the Father. 

John 10:30–33 30 I and the Father are one.” 31 Again the Jews picked up rocks to stone him. 32 Jesus replied, “I 
have shown you many good works from the Father. For which of these works are you stoning me?” 33 “We 
aren’t stoning you for a good work,” the Jews answered, “but for blasphemy, because you—being a man—
make yourself God.” 

• Jesus is not just saying that He and the Father are united in PURPOSE. Any follower of the One true God could 
& should make that claim, so this wouldn’t have been considered blasphemous. 

• Neither is Jesus saying He and the Father are the same PERSON. After all, Jesus prays to the Father & obeys 
what the Father says. The Father & Son are distinct. 

• Instead, Jesus is claiming that He and the Father are ONE IN BEING & WILL. Jesus DOES what the Father does. 
The character of God the Father is revealed in the character of God the Son. Jesus honors the Father and the 
Father honors Him. There is ONE GOD (being) in 3 PERSONS. This is why the beginning of John’s Gospel states:  

John 1:1 (CSB) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

• Jesus has made claims that ONLY GOD could make: He is the Good Shepherd, the Light of the World, the One 
who gives eternal life. The Jewish people remembered these claims, so when Jesus says “I and the Father are 
one”  they don’t hesitate to pick up rocks to stone Him, believing that Jesus had committed blasphemy.  

Blasphemy: you—being a man—make yourself God. This statement leaves no doubt as to what the audience 
perceived that Jesus had said. 

The irony is found in that the people believed Jesus was a man who made himself God, when John’s gospel 
has proclaimed the opposite - that Jesus was God who made Himself man (John 1:1-3, 12; Ph 2:5-11).  

Jesus draws a distinct line in the sand between Himself and all other men. 

John 10:34-36 34 Jesus answered them, “Isn’t it written in your law, I said, you are gods? 35 If he called those 
whom the word of God came to ‘gods’—and the Scripture cannot be broken—36 do you say, ‘You are 
blaspheming’ to the one the Father set apart and sent into the world, because I said: I am the Son of God?  

Jesus quotes from Psalm 82. 

Psalm 82:1–8 (CSB) 1 God stands in the divine assembly; he pronounces judgment among the gods: 2 “How 
long will you judge unjustly and show partiality to the wicked? Selah 3 Provide justice for the needy and the 
fatherless; uphold the rights of the oppressed and the destitute. 4 Rescue the poor and needy; save them from 
the power of the wicked.” 5 They do not know or understand; they wander in darkness. All the foundations of 
the earth are shaken. 6 I said, “You are gods; you are all sons of the Most High. 7 However, you will die like 
humans and fall like any other ruler.” 8 Rise up, God, judge the earth, for all the nations belong to you. 
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These ’gods’ are human judges who were supposed to rule justly on behalf of God, but they were wicked and did 
not reflect the image of the God of justice. These sons of the Most High, will be judged guilty. In contrast, here is 
Jesus, just & merciful, without sin, performing multiple miracles as SIGNS proving that He is the Messiah. If the 
wicked judges in Psalm 82 could be called “gods” and “sons of the Most High”, how much more could these terms 
be used of Jesus, the One “with greater dignity, greater importance and significance” than any other judge?   6

If ANYONE can claim to be God, the Son, it is the one the Father set apart and sent into the world. The Jewish 
people had long recognized and celebrated Judas Macabbeus, the man set apart to restore the temple. Jesus 
hasn’t come to restore the TEMPLE, but to restore the PEOPLE. Again, Jesus points to the evidence that He is acting 
on behalf of God, the Father. 

John 10:37-39 37 If I am not doing my Father’s works, don’t believe me. 38 But if I am doing them and you don’t 
believe me, believe the works. This way [by my works] you will know and understand that the Father is in me 
and I in the Father.” 39 Then they were trying again to seize him, but he eluded their grasp. 

Grant Osbourne: “All he [ Jesus] does—his words and his works—are anchored in the Father and show his 
inextricable connection to him. He is indeed his Father’s Son, for he does his Father’s works.”  7

They were trying again to seize him. The majority of Jewish people reject Jesus as Messiah. D.A. Carson 
contrasts the many false Messiahs to Jesus. 

…[They are] pretenders who promise the people freedom but who lead them into war, suffering and slavery. The 
freedom Jesus wins for his people...will be achieved not by sword and shield, but by a cross.  8

John’s Trustworthy Testimony  
John 10:40–42 40 So he departed again across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing earlier, 
and he remained there. 41 Many came to him and said, “John never did a sign, but everything John said about 
this man was true.” 42 And many believed in him there. 

John the baptist did no miracles, but John spoke the truth about Jesus! Isn’t THIS what we want to be known for? 
__________________________________________ 

* Want to talk further? Please contact Jackie (850-673-1582), Justin (704-618-6144), Christy (673-9764), or another follower of 
Jesus soon! Or call our deacons & wives: Tom & Martha Waddail, Steve & Debbie Bass, Freddy & Joyce Howard, Jere & Darlene 
Burnette, Alan & Christy Androski, Willy & Melissa Gamalero. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. How does the background of Hanukkah, Antiochus IV, & Judas Macabbeus help give you more insight into this passage?  
2. Read John 10:28-29. What would you say to the acquaintance who says he can give you eternal life and no one 

will snatch you out of his hand? What makes the claim of Jesus different? 
3. Read Romans 8:31-39 with John 10:28-29 still in your mind. While the devil is deceitful & false teachers are 

manipulative, what is the great promise for those who follow Jesus?  
4. Read 2 Corinthians 11:2-4, 13–15. Share some practical ways for “sheep” to make sure they are hearing from 

Jesus instead of being seduced by those who masquerade as angels of light?  
5. Read John 10:30-33. How does this passage help clarify why some Jewish people wanted to stone Jesus? Why is 

it important that Christians understand and share that Jesus was more than a man?  
6. Read John 10:34-36 and Psalm 82, Why is it important for us to understand why Jesus was using this argument 

from Scripture? How was Jesus contrasting Himself with other ‘gods’ from Ps. 82? 
7. Read John 10:40-42. What was it about John the Baptizer that made his life so significant? Does a person have to 

do great miracles in order to make an eternal impact on others? Explain your answer. 
8. What are some consistent practices that we should put into place in order to tell others the truth about Jesus, 

without hypocrisy in our lives? Consider sharing a couple of personal practices that you want others to hold you 
accountable to this week.Pray for one another this week. Consider texting or calling same sex believers to pray & 
share together this week. 

 Leon Morris, Reflections on the Gospel of John [Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 2000], 3966

 Grant R. Osborne, John: Verse by Verse, ed. Jeffrey Reimer et al., Osborne New Testament Commentaries (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2018), 264.7

 D. A. Carson, The Gospel according to John, The Pillar New Testament Commentary (Leicester, England; Grand Rapids, MI: Inter-Varsity Press; W.B. Eerdmans, 1991), 385.8


