Powerful people wield authority, position, & influence over
others. The desire for power starts when we are young as we
jockey for position, wanting to be in charge and telling others
what to do. Today we discover a healthy & an unhealthy view
of power.
Kyle Idleman writes:
“I’ve discovered that King of the Hill isn’t just a childhood
game we play, but often ends up becoming our life’s pursuit: do whatever it takes to make it to the top.1
Signs the Gods of Power are taking control in your life:
1. Defensive & Prideful: Rarely accept correction nor ask others to forgive you.
Proverbs 12:1 (NIV)
Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but whoever hates correction is stupid.
Proverbs 16:18 (ESV)
Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.

2. Ungrateful & Discontent: The world…or God…owes us something. We rarely
say the genuine words, “Thank you” to people nor God. We are rarely content with ourselves and that spills over into the life of others.
1 Chronicles 16:34 (ESV)
Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!

3. Jealous & Selfish: We want others to celebrate OUR victories but we won’t celebrate theirs.
James 3:16 (ESV)
For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice.

4. Busy & Self-reliant: Gaining the higher salary, higher authority, & the respect of others means we must be BUSY. We rarely stop to remember WHO is REALLY in charge.
Psalm 46:10 (ESV)
“Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in
the earth!”
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Healthy view of Power
Last week we talked about a healthy view of money & material possessions as David said,
1 Chronicles 29:14 (NET)
14 …Indeed, everything comes from You, and we have simply given back to You what is yours.
Let’s back up just a little and see something else important that David said.
Context: Here is the most powerful man in all of Israel. NO ONE is as wealthy nor wields
more authority than this man. From leading sheep to leading all of Israel, God chose the last
guy in line for this most powerful position.
40 years later, as David was about to hand over the kingdom to his son Solomon, David
demonstrated that he knew…
The power we’ve been given is for God’s glory.

1 Chronicles 29:11–12 (ESV)
11 Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the
majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O
LORD, and you are exalted as head above all. 12 Both riches and honor come from you,
and you rule over all. In your hand are power and might, and in your hand it is to
make great and to give strength to all.
The powerful person who understands this has the responsibility to reflect God’s glory to
those they live & work among.
Like David, rather than bow down to the gods of power,
we can demonstrate that…

Unhealthy view of Power
John 19:10–11a (ESV)
10 So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have authority
to release you and authority to crucify you?” 11 Jesus answered him, “You would have no
authority over me at all unless it had been given you from above.
Pilate wanted Jesus to bow to his power, but Jesus let’s him know real quick…
The Power of Man comes from God’s Hand.
!

Sadly, many people don’t behave like that really believe that.
• If we did then we wouldn’t be prideful, but would instead be grateful.
• We wouldn’t pretend to be all-powerful, but would point to the One who IS all powerful.

Chuck Colson once served as Special Counsel to President Richard Nixon from 1969 to
1973 and became known as the white house "hatchet man," leveraging his POWER to get
difficult tasks done. He was “named as one of the Watergate Seven, and pleaded guilty to
obstruction of justice,” and served 7 months in federal Prison for the charges.2
Prior to his arrest, a co-worker & friend who had come to trust Jesus shared his faith with
Chuck. After trusting Jesus and headed to prison Colson said, “I was sentenced to
prison, but I was free.”
Since that time, God greatly used Chuck. He was a walking example of this Scripture…
1 Peter 5:5 (ESV)
…Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the
proud but gives grace to the humble.”
God showed Chuck much grace.
• founded Prison Fellowship which focused on Christian worldview teaching and training.
• Public speaker with a daily radio commentary called Breakpoint
• author of more than 30 books.
• donated all his speaking fees and royalties to the work of Prison Fellowship.
• In April of 2012, Colson died in the hospital "from complications resulting from a brain hemorrhage”3

FAI T H

1.Humble yourself, turn from sin, & trust Jesus with your life.
2.Use your influence to reflect God’s kindness to others.

Have questions and need some help?
Call or text any of our Pastoral Staff
…real soon…how about now?
Jackie 673-1582 ● TJ (423) 991-2793 ● James 673-1314
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
These open-ended questions are designed to help you LIVE what you LEARN with your
Family, Friends, or Small Group.
1. What impacted you the most from todays teaching? Explain your answer. (Give people
the chance to look back through their notes.)
2. Read 1 Chron. 29:11–12 & John 19:10-11. As we compare these 2 powerful men, King
David & Pilate, how do they seem to view their power differently & why does this matter?
3. Watch video for week 5 (gods of power). As you watched the video, what impacted
you most and why?
4. What role did the transformation of Chuck’s friend, Tom Phillips, play in Chuck trusting
Jesus? Why do you think it might have been difficult to confront the ‘White House
Hatchet Man’ with the message of Jesus & why do you think Tom was willing to share
his faith with Chuck?
5. What do you think Chuck Colson meant when he said, “I was sentenced to prison, but I
was free.”
6. In today’s teaching we heard about signs the ‘gods of power’ are taking control:
a. Being Defensive & Prideful: unwilling to receive correction nor ask forgiveness.
b. Being Ungrateful & Discontent: nothing is good enough; rarely thanking God nor others.
c. Being Jealous: Celebrate us but we won’t celebrate with you.
d. Being Busy: we rarely stop to remember WHO is REALLY in charge.
Which, if any, of these signs do you see in your own life?
7. What questions, answers, concerns, or encouragements did today’s study (sermon, video,
and discussion) stir up for you? What are you going to DO with what you heard today?
* Share your prayer needs and PRAY to the FATHER together!

