Part 1: Intro
Welcome to Fellowship!
Today we kick off a new teaching series called ‘Gods At War’,
where we will be confronted with the reality that many ‘gods’ are
competing for 1st place in our lives - the gods of pleasure, love,
money, power, & self.
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God & the Jewish people made a
covenant - an agreement - that He
would be their God and they would
be His people. God starts off by reminding them that HE was the One
who brought them out of Egyptian
slavery. Then He gives these commands:

Some would quickly say, “I’ve never worshiped
another god” while others might even say, “I’ve
never worshiped anything.”
Worshiping nothing is NOT an option.
We are WIRED for WORSHIP…and we do.

This is OUR PROBLEM today.
We might not worship the false gods
of the Old Testament or bow down but
we practice idolatry.
IDOLATRY is the #1 problem in the Bible spoken of in more than 1000 verses including
more than 50 of the laws in the first 5 books (Gen-Deut.).
In the Old Testament, the consequence of idolatry was the death penalty.
Whether we recognize the reality or not, many ‘gods’ are competing for 1st place for the
throne of our hearts - the gods of pleasure, love, money, power, & self.
Worshiping nothing is not an option. We are WIRED for WORSHIP…and we do.
And there is much at stake. Whoever or whatever rules the throne of our hearts will have a
lasting impact on our marriages, our families, our friends and communities.

The gods of pleasure, love, money, power, & self are large & in charge across our nation.
And we are being told these things will satisfy our souls. But they don’t. It seems there is
never enough money, love, or power to satisfy our longing for purpose, worth, & worship.
Our longing for purpose, worth, & worship will only be fulfilled when we remove the idols
and God takes His rightful place on the throne of our hearts.
So WHO or WHAT has our heart and what are we going to do about it - before it’s too late?
Dealing with the symptom or the true illness?
Joshua 24:14–15 (NIV)
14 “Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 But if
serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom
you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the
gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we
will serve the LORD.”
At the end of his life Joshua calls the people to CHOOSE who gets their hearts:
a)
b)
c)
d)

gods of your ancestors beyond the Euphrates
gods of Egypt
gods of Amorites or
Yahweh - the LORD - the One True God.

* Note: there’s no e) none of the above. Why not? That’s because…
BIG TRUTH: We are WIRED for WORSHIP…and we do.
Something or Someone will become your god.
Whatever you look to for a sense of purpose & worth is likely what you are worshiping.

Identify the gods at war.
1) gods of your ancestors: You value what your parents valued. Is the driving force of your
parents’ life the same for you? (work, money, success, appearance)
2) gods of your culture: the gods of the Amorites & Egyptians had impacted the Jewish
people. You don’t live in culture without being tainted by its values. Does your life mirror
the God of Scripture or the gods of Culture?
Diagnostic Questions:
• What are you most disappointed with? Where we put our hope reveals our god.
• What do you sacrifice your time and money for? The word “serve” appears seven
times in Joshua’s speech. Who or what you serve is revealed by how you spend your
time and money. Where your money goes could reveal what is God’s primary competition for your life. (e.g. clothing, entertainment, house, cars)
• What do you worry about? What causes you anxiety? What is it that makes you
think, “If I lost this, life wouldn’t be worth living.”?

• Where do you go when you’re hurt? Where we go when we are hurt creates an
honest moment of worship. Where do you go for comfort?

• What makes you mad?
• What are you most passionate about? Do you worship the GIFT or the GIVER?
• Whose applause do you long for?

Choose whom you worship.
Before challenging the Jewish people to choose, Joshua takes time to remind them of
God’s goodness to them in the past. Then he calls the people to CHOOSE.
Joshua 24:14 (NIV)
14 “Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your
ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.
REMOVE & REPLACE false gods with the LORD - Yahweh - the Creator of all. That’s what
God wants for you too.
Joshua ends his challenge like this.
Joshua 24:15 (NIV)
15 But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this
day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my
household, we will serve the LORD.”
Joshua’s choice was ongoing. They were choosing to serve the LORD with no other gods
besides the one true God for the rest of life.
Choose to be faithful to Him alone, in good times and bad times, in sickness and in health,
and forsaking all others, be faithful only to HIM…for as long as you shall live.
Will you choose false gods or the ONE TRUE GOD as revealed in Jesus?
Worshiping nothing is NOT an option.
BIG TRUTH: We are WIRED for WORSHIP…and we do.
!

1.Pray Daily

FAI T H

2.Show up Sundays

Access these videos on our RightNowMedia.org
page or stream from our app (download ‘My
Church App’, open, type in 32340 and click ‘yes’)

3.Plug into a Small Group (This Tuesday night @ Fellowship - 6:30pm)
* watch & discuss video with family or friends

* email for access to RightNowMedia.org: info@fellowshipofmadison.com & contact our
staff if we can help you this week.

