MONEY is a GIFT that can provide for physical & spiritual
needs. But if the GIFT becomes our GOD, it can divide family
members, multiply worries, & become a heavy-weight contender that competes for 1st place of our lives, one that
doesn’t go down easy.
The gods of money compete for 1st place in our lives too.
Luke 18:18–19 (NET)
18 Now a certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
19 Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone.
Catch the Context: Jesus had just been teaching that one can only enter the kingdom like
a child - simple trust - unearned & undeserved.
Like you and me, this man wanted to know that he could KNOW that he had eternal life.
Yet instead of immediately answering his question, Jesus asked HIM a question. “Why do
you call me good? No one is good except God alone.”
God’s goodness is sewn into the entire Old Testament.
• “Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good” (1 Chronicles 16:34).
• “Taste and see that the LORD is good! (Ps. 34:8).
• “The Lord is good— indeed, He is a fortress in time of distress, and he protects those who seek
refuge in him.” (Nahum 1:7)
It’s not that people can’t DO good things, but it is ONLY God who is good - without sin perfectly pure. And so, the man is forced to pause and consider what Jesus has just asked.
“Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone.”
Consider this logic:
If only God is good…and Jesus is good…then Jesus is God.
The Scripture clearly states Jesus had NO SIN! [John 8:46; 2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 4:15;
1Peter 1:18-19; 1 John 3:5]
Further, if no one is good except God, then it is implied that the rich man Jesus was talking is
NOT good. Only GOD is good. That’s why Jesus died on the cross.
2 Corinthians 5:21 (NET)
21 God made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that in him we would
become the righteousness of God.
But instead of saying, “You can’t get there by yourself,” Jesus is about to expose his idolatry.
Luke 18:20-21 (NET)
20 You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not
steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father and mother.’ ”21 The man
replied, “I have wholeheartedly obeyed all these laws since my youth.”

Evidently, this guy thinks has obeyed these 5 of 10 perfectly. (Yeah, right.)
Just as God did through Elijah, Jesus confronts the competition.
Luke 18:22-24 (NET) 22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “One thing you still lack.
Sell all that you have and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.
Then come, follow me.” 23 But when the man heard this he became very sad, for he was
extremely wealthy. 24 When Jesus noticed this, he said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter
the kingdom of God!
Why is it so hard for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God? KINGS rarely relinquish
control of their kingdoms & hand them over to another. He had an option:
1) He could follow Jesus and enter the kingdom of God.
2) OR He could walk away and keep his own ‘kingdom’.
He was torn because he liked Jesus, but LOVED money. So, he made his choice:
Earthly treasure over eternal treasure; man’s kingdom over God’s kingdom.
This man didn’t recognize the BIG TRUTH Jesus was pointing him to, that…
God has provided many good gifts for us. The problem
is when we live for the GIFTS instead of the GIVER.
Money is a temporary TOOL that is meant to provide
for physical & spiritual needs; our needs & the needs
of others.
We are to use our earthly riches for the eternal reasons (Matt. 6:19-21), but the tendency
of the wealthy is to be selfish.
There are Gods at War. Will it be the ONE TRUE GOD or the gods of money?
Matthew 6:24 (NET)
24 “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he
will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.
BIG TRUTH: Money is a temporary tool, not the ultimate goal.
"

The ultimate goal is to use the GIFTS given to point others to the GIVER.
Here’s a healthy view of material wealth:
(King David & Jewish people bring their valuables to build God’s temple in Jerusalem)
1 Chronicles 29:14 (NET)
14 “But who am I and who are my people, that we should be in a position to contribute this
much? Indeed, everything comes from you, and we have simply given back to you
what is yours.

When money is our GOAL, it becomes our GOD. Here are lies the gods of money offer:
1. Money will satisfy you.
If we only had enough of it, we think happiness will come.
2. Money means that you matter.
We often judge our worth by how much we own, instead of looking to God as our source
of identity.
3. Money will make you secure.
We wrongfully assume that we can have enough or save enough to take care of ourselves,
but where would we turn when illness hits, when friendships or family members die?
4. Money will save you.
The real problem with idolatry is that we look to something other than Jesus for salvation.
It’s the same story, different song - the gods of pleasure, love, money, power, & self
claim to fill the hole in your soul…and they leave you empty.
Contrasted to the giving heart & healthy view of money modeled by David & his people, Jesus tells the story of what a selfish & unhealthy view of money looks like,
Luke 12:16–19 (NET)
16 He then told them a parable: “The land of a certain rich man produced an abundant
crop, 17 so he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have nowhere to store my
crops?’18 Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones,
and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to myself, “You have
plenty of goods stored up for many years; relax, eat, drink, celebrate!” ’
How many of us would like to live it this guy’s world? But notice the selfish tone of this
man - my crops - my barns - my grain - my goods. I will relax, eat, drink, & celebrate.
No talk of using his surplus to help others…only to increase his sense of worth, comfort,
and stability.
But his plans got derailed.
Luke 12:20-21 (NET)
20 But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded back from
you, but who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’21 So it is with the one who
stores up riches for himself, but is not rich toward God.”
Who will get everything you prepared FOR YOURSELF?
The ANSWER? Someone ELSE.
EVERY material possession you work so hard for will be handed over to someone else.
Jesus calls him…and those like this man…a FOOL.

BIG TRUTH: Money is a temporary tool, not the ultimate goal.
"

The ultimate goal is to use the GIFTS given to point others to the GIVER.
QUESTION: Is money a temporary tool or your ultimate goal?
Do I serve the ‘gods of money’? 3 Test Questions:
1.Do I GIVE BACK TO GOD…with a smile on my face?
Are you generous like David and his people, understanding it’s all His anyway?
2.Do I GIVE BACK TO GOD…with a clenched fist?
Or do I give with thoughts of what else you could use that money for?
3.Do I give LITTLE or NONE at all?
I could build bigger barns, own bigger cars & bigger houses - I would.

FAI T H
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1. Turn from sin & Trust Jesus with your life.
What if YOU breathed your last this week? Would God call you a ‘FOOL’?
2. Track your Spending and see where it goes.
You might not be giving what you think you are.
3. Enjoy God’s gifts while giving consistently & generously
* Thanks for giving to Fellowship to support our ministers & ministries (give in lock boxes at
each exit or online: fellowshipofmadison.com/give.)
* Remember Christmas Shoe Boxes due Nov. 15.
* Access Gods at War videos on our RightNowMedia.org page. Stream from our app.
Send us an email for access: info@fellowshipofmadison.com & contact our staff if we
can help you this week.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
These open-ended questions are designed to help you LIVE what you LEARN with your
Family, Friends, or Small Group.
1. Why is it so easy for people in our culture to serve the gods of money instead of the one
true God?
2. Watch video for week 4 (gods of money). As you watched the video, what impacted
you most and why?
3. Read Luke 12:16-21 & Luke 18:22-24. How was Chuck (man in the video) confronted
with his idolatry, and what was the difference between his response and the men in the
Scriptures?
4. While we might intend to use money as a tool for God’s glory, many church attenders
give very little money to their church or other ministries. Do you have any legitimate
idea what percentage of your income is being used for kingdom work? (Don’t share
the numbers) After tracking one’s spending this week, what would you tell others to do if
they discovered they were giving very little to kingdom work?
5. What questions, answers, concerns, or encouragements did today’s study (sermon, video,
and discussion) stir up for you? What are you going to DO with what you heard today?
* Share your prayer needs and PRAY to the FATHER together!

