LOVE is held up as the ultimate human experience. It’s the
subject of countless books, beautiful works of art & poetry,
the plot line of innumerable movies, & the theme of most
every song. But what happens when the gods of love ultimately fail in replacing the love of God? Today we discover a
an ancient love story with a tragic twist AND contemporary
application. We will learn what people have been discovering
for thousands of years.
People who live for the love
of others can’t legitimately say, “The joy of the Lord is my
strength,” (Nehemiah 8:10) because they look to others
for strength. We might as well say, “ I want YOU to do
for me what God alone can do for me.
Context of Genesis 29: Jacob, knowing he can’t return home after deceiving his father and
brother, heads east where he runs into family he meets for the first time. The father invites
Jacob to stay with them for a while. Jacob stays for a month working alongside Laban’s
family. Laban offers wages for his work and the soap-opera begins.
Genesis 29:15–19 (NET)
16 Now Laban had two daughters; the older one was named Leah, and the younger one
Rachel. 17 Leah’s eyes were tender, but Rachel had a lovely figure and beautiful appearance.18 Since Jacob had fallen in love with Rachel, he said, “I’ll serve you seven years in
exchange for your younger daughter Rachel.” 19 Laban replied, “I’d rather give her to you
than to another man. Stay with me.”
Jacob was captivated by Rachel, but not Leah. Why? Leah had tender eyes. The literal
Hebrew here is ‘soft’ and other translations use ‘weak’ [ESV, NAS, NIV]. Evidently, something about her eyes wasn’t very attractive. Women of that culture wore a traditional veil,
covering the face except the eyes and cheeks (Song 4:1; 6:7),1 so a woman’s eyes were an
important feature in the art of attraction.
Now Rachel, on the other hand, had a lovely figure and beautiful appearance. Maybe he
caught a glimpse of more than her eyes, but Jacob was struck with her beauty.
Genesis 29:20 (NET)
20 So Jacob worked for seven years to acquire Rachel. But they seemed like only a few
days to him because his love for her was so great.
What a love story! What woman wouldn't appreciate a man who would give 7 years of his
life to prove his love for her! Men in that culture paid a bride-price. In comparable texts of
the time,2 the typical bride price was 30-40 shekels. As the shepherd's annual wage was
about 10 shekels a year, this would normally take 3-4 years to work off. Jacob offers topdollar (7 years worth of work) to marry the one who stole his heart. 3

1

K. A. Mathews, Genesis 11:27–50:26, vol. 1B, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2005), 467–468.
see Nuzi texts
3 R. Kent Hughes, Genesis: Beginning and Blessing, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2004),
2

After the 7 years were complete, it’s time for Jacob to take his bride. Weddings featured a
week-long celebration with the entire community invited. The day concluded with the father
giving his daughter (still wearing the veil) to his new son-in-law. The groom would wrap the
bride with his cloak and take her to his tent for the evening. 4
Genesis 29:22–23 (NET)
22 So Laban invited all the people of that place and prepared a feast. 23 In the evening he
brought his daughter Leah to Jacob, and Jacob had marital relations with her.
Jacob had been working for RACHEL for 7 years. Laban slipped Leah into the tent instead.
How could that happen? Scholars theorize that Jacob could have had too much to drink, it
was nighttime and therefore Jacob didn’t get a good look at that one he shared the bed
with…that is…until the sun came up.
Genesis 29:25–30 (NET)
25 In the morning Jacob discovered it was Leah! So Jacob said to Laban, “What in the
world have you done to me! Didn’t I work for you in exchange for Rachel? Why have you
tricked me?” 26 “It is not our custom here,” Laban replied, “to give the younger daughter in
marriage before the firstborn. 27 Complete my older daughter’s bridal week. Then we will
give you the younger one too, in exchange for seven more years of work.” 28 Jacob did as
Laban said. When Jacob completed Leah’s bridal week, Laban gave him his daughter
Rachel to be his wife…30 Jacob had marital relations with Rachel as well. He loved Rachel
more than Leah, so he worked for Laban for seven more years.
Having more than one wife is NEVER a good idea and it’s NEVER God’s idea - that’s why
He gave one woman to one man.
Jacob now has a mess - his true love, his sister, AND the wicked father-in-law of the East
(Gen. 29:1) tacking on another 7 years of work.
Genesis 29:31–34 (NET)
31 When the LORD saw that Leah was unloved, he enabled her to become pregnant
while Rachel remained childless. 32 So Leah became pregnant and gave birth to a son.
She named him Reuben, for she said, “The LORD has looked with pity on my oppressed
condition. Surely my husband will love me now.” 33 She became pregnant again and
had another son. She said, “Because the LORD heard that I was unloved, he gave me this
one too.” So she named him Simeon. 34 She became pregnant again and had another
son. She said, “Now this time my husband will show me affection, because I have given
birth to three sons for him.” That is why he was named Levi.
Leah was 'unloved' [Heb. 'hated' - a hyperbole]. But Yahweh loved Leah and showed her
kindness by giving her children. She hope this will win Jacob’s heart.
1.Reuben: ”look, a son."*
2.Simeon: derived from the Hebrew root shama, meaning 'hearing'*.
3.Levi: sounds like the Hebrew lavah meaning 'to join’*. Where the NET translates my husband will show me affection others typically translate the phrase “my husband will become attached to me.” [ESV, NAS, NIV]
* Hebrew definitions come from The NET Bible First Edition (Biblical Studies Press, 2006).
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What Lead wanted more than anything else was love. It was the god she worshiped.
God has ordered our lives in such a way that HE is to be
our most significant relationship. When we get that right
then our relationships with our spouse, our children, our
parents, our friends – begin to line up.
Almost 2000 years after this, Jesus talked with a Samaritan woman at a well, a woman
who was seeking purpose, worth, & worship through the false gods of love (divorced
5 times living with a man she wasn’t married to). Jesus knew these false gods of love
would never fulfill her. They weren’t meant to. So Jesus offered her ‘water’ that would
quench her soul - HIMSELF. (read about it in John 4:1-45)
After being disappointed by ‘love’ over and over again, Leah’s focus changed.
35 She became pregnant again and had another son. She said, “This time I will praise
the LORD.” That is why she named him Judah. Then she stopped having children.
Judah (יְהּוָדה, yéhudah) means: “He will be praised.”* Leah began to find her purpose &
worth - NOT in her husband, NOT in her children…but in Yahweh - the One True God!
Is that true of you?

1.Ask Jesus to take the throne of your heart.

FAI T H

2.Lead your ‘loves’ to seek Jesus first. Make time to purposefully talk with
them about what Jesus is doing in your life. * watch & discuss video with
family or friends

* Access Gods at War videos on our RightNowMedia.org page. Stream from our app.
Send us an email for access: info@fellowshipofmadison.com & contact our staff if we
can help you this week.

