God of Pleasure
We are all bombarded by the message,
"If it feels good, do it. If you have an appetite, feed it.”
The 'gods of pleasure’ claim that food, sex, & entertainment will
somehow fulfill our lives...but is that really TRUE?
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Pleasures like food, sex, entertainment, & rest are not wicked in themselves.
• Food is necessary. God commands celebration & feasts. Jesus & His disciples participated in feasts as wellm.
• Sex is God’s invention. God made sex for fun, intimacy, & babies - inside a marriage relationship. The New Testament teaches husbands & wives to experience sexual intimacy
consistently (1 Cor. 7:1-5).
• Entertainment & rest are good gifts. God invented the ability to smile & laugh. Scripture
mentions dancing, singing, playing instruments, and feasting. Further, God commands
people to rest 1 day a week.

Context of Ezekiel 16: In vivid imagery God
speaks of Israel as an infant who was exposed to die. God graciously raises her & ultimately
marries her, but…
Ezekiel 16:14–15 (NIV)
14 And your fame spread among the nations on account of your beauty, because the
splendor I had given you made your beauty perfect, declares the Sovereign LORD. 15 “ ‘But
you trusted in your beauty and used your fame to become a prostitute. You lavished your
favors on anyone who passed by and your beauty became his.
Israel used the very GIFTS He had given her to pursue other gods. She had forgotten the
GIVER, the One who had rescued her from certain death.
See the hurt & frustration God expresses through Ezekiel.
Ezekiel 16:32 (NIV)
32 “ ‘You adulterous wife! You prefer strangers to your own husband!
Back up about 250 years and we find same story, different day.
Context of 1 Kings 16-18: Ahab was king over Israel and “did more evil in the eyes of the
Lord than any of those before him.” (1 Kings 16:30) After he married Jezebel of the Sidonians he began to worship her gods - Baal & Asherah. Ahab “did more to arouse the anger
of the LORD, the God of Israel, than did all the kings of Israel before him.” (1 Kings 16:33)

1 Kings 17:1 (NIV)
1 Now Elijah…said to Ahab, “As the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, whom I serve, there will
be neither dew nor rain in the next few years except at my word.”
If not for the seasonal rains that normally fell from October-November and March-April,
famine would result. It's likely that Elijah shows up to confront Ahab about the time the rains
should begin. Already there has been no rain for about 6 months (April-October).1
If the rain didn’t fall
& the crops didn’t grow
they would be to blame.
God would judge the nation & false gods by who had power over the rain & crops.
(eli-yah; pronounced. ay·lee·yaw)
Elijah declared that Yahweh would prove his power OVER Baal &
Asherah through the famine that was coming & it did NOT rain in
Ahab’s territory for 3 1/2 years.
1 Kings 18:17–19 (NIV)
17 When he saw Elijah, he said to him, “Is that you, you troubler of Israel?” 18 “I have not
made trouble for Israel,” Elijah replied. “But you and your father’s family have. You have
abandoned the LORD’s commands and have followed the Baals. 19 Now summon the
people from all over Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel. And bring the four hundred and
fifty prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.”
The King & Queen provided for 850 people for the purpose of promoting their false gods!
King Ahab believed his 850 versus the 1 Elijah wouldn’t be much of a match.
1 Kings 18:20–21 (NIV)
20 So Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and assembled the prophets on Mount Carmel.
Mount Carmel was regarded by the Phoenicians as the sacred dwelling place of Baal.2
Before the first punch is thrown, Elijah calls out to the crowd…
21…“How long will you waver [ESV: ‘limping’; NET ‘paralyzed’; NAS ‘hesitating’] between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.” But
the people said nothing.
But the people said nothing. No response? Why not? Maybe these people wanted
BOTH. They wanted Baal and Asherah…AND Yahweh.
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They refused to choose. Have you ever done that?
Have we become are comfortable with our compromise? Don’t be surprised when…

But for the thousands gathered on the Mt. Carmel, TODAY was their day to choose. And…
1 Kings 18:25–29 (NIV)
25 Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one of the bulls and prepare it first, since
there are so many of you. Call on the name of your god, but do not light the fire.” 26 So
they took the bull given them and prepared it. Then they called on the name of Baal from
morning till noon. “Baal, answer us!” they shouted. But there was no response; no one
answered. And they danced around the altar they had made. 27 At noon Elijah began to
taunt them. “Shout louder!” he said. “Surely he is a god! Perhaps he is deep in thought, or
busy, or traveling. Maybe he is sleeping and must be awakened.” 28 So they shouted louder and slashed themselves with swords and spears, as was their custom, until their blood
flowed. 29 Midday passed, and they continued their frantic prophesying until the time for
the evening sacrifice. But there was no response, no one answered, no one paid attention.
But isn’t it true that most of us have bled - we have sacrificed a great deal - even injuring
ourselves or others in pursuit of the gods of pleasure.
• And after all the sacrifices you’ve made…there is no response from your false god. You
sacrificed for the short term and it cost you for the long-term.
Now it’s Elijah’s turn. He rebuilds God’s altar & prays.
1 Kings 18:36–39 (NIV)
36 At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: “LORD, the God
of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that I am
your servant and have done all these things at your command. 37 Answer me, LORD, answer me, so these people will know that you, LORD, are God, and that you are turning their
hearts back again.” 38 Then the fire of the LORD fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood,
the stones and the soil, and also licked up the water in the trench. 39 When all the people
saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, “The LORD—he is God! The LORD—he is God!”
Yahweh - he is God!
It's not enough to REMOVE the false God.
It must be REPLACED with the One True God.

850+ years after the time of Elĳah, Jesus shows up - God in skin - and He says…
Luke 9:23–26 (NIV)
23 …“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their
life for me will save it. 25 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose
or forfeit their very self? 26 Whoever is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will
be ashamed of them when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the
holy angels.

1.Turn from Sin & Tell Someone.

FAI T H

2.Give Jesus the 1st part of your day.
3.Plug into a Small Group (This Wed night)
* watch & discuss video with family or friends

* Access these videos on our RightNowMedia.org page. Stream from our app. Send us
an email for access: info@fellowshipofmadison.com & contact our staff if we can help
you this week.

