
8: Dad’s Greatest Gift 
It’s Father’s Day, a day to celebrate, bless, & honor our Dads. 

Today we discover that Dad’s Greatest Gift  
is both a gift to him and from him.  

 

The greatest gift a Dad could ever receive is to see his children live righteous lives. 
Proverbs 23:24 (ESV) 
24 The father of the righteous will greatly rejoice; he who fathers a wise son will be glad in him. 
3 John 4 (ESV) 
4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth. 

Dad’s Greatest Gift: righteous & wise children who walk in the truth.  
Dad’s Greatest Gift FROM his family is also Dad’s Greatest Gift TO his family.  
Children don’t miraculously mature into Godly men & women - righteous, wise, & walking in 
the truth. Someone needs to SHOW them what the looks like. Sadly, many of us of us don’t 
understand the great privilege & platform that we have been given, the influence we have 
with our children, grandchildren, & other younger people you invest in. 

James Warner Wallace  
“I saw every kind of gangster you could possibly see. They all have one thing in com-
mon. There’s one common factor in all the gangsters I worked, it’s simple: lack of Dad.” 

Men, are you taking your role seriously…or do you discount your role and expect someone 
else to lead them? That’s NOT God’s plan. Here’s His plan. 
Don’t Do This 
Ephesians 6:4 (ESV) 
4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger… 

Fathers have the power to provoke their children to anger, causing children to resent him 
rather than RESPECT Him.  
• Humiliation: Never humiliate your children in front of others. Discipline them in private. 
• Harsh Words: No one responds well to harsh words. Work to be both gentle & truthful. 
• Favoritism: Your kids are different, but you should love them to the same degree. 
• Unreasonable Demands: Expect excellence, but don’t demand perfection. Don’t live 

through your children. 
• Hypocrisy: Don’t expect your children to live different than you do. ‘Do as I say, not as I 

do’ is the epitome of foolishness. Be the Example of what you Expect. 
• Arrogance: Be humble and admit when you are wrong. 
• Absence: Make time for your children. They won’t be with you long.  



Matt Chandler  
To buy our families trinkets and toys at the expense of our presence is the most 
foolish investment you will ever make. They don't need your money. They need you!  
Kent Hughes “What a fragile flower a child is. He (or she) can be so easily crushed by 
his parents, or he can be made to blossom beyond expectation, bringing untold joy to 
his parents and himself.”  1

Goal of Godly Parents 
Ephesians 6:4 (ESV) 
4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline 
and instruction of the Lord. 

Goal: make children mature (not mad).  
Discipline and instruction is a balance of correction & encouragement, right behavior & 
right beliefs. They are to know WHO God is and WHAT God says. 

!  
In order for Fathers & Mothers to do bring them up in the discipline and instruction of 
the Lord, Fathers & Mothers must know WHO God is and WHAT God says. 
Old Testament Picture of God’s Character 
Psalm 103:7–13 (NIV) 
7 He made known his ways to Moses, his deeds to the people of Israel: 8 The LORD is 
compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. 9 He will not always 
accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; 10 he does not treat us as our sins deserve or 
repay us according to our iniquities. 11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so 
great is his love for those who fear him; 12 as far as the east is from the west, so far has he 
removed our transgressions from us. 13 As a father has compassion on his children, so 
the LORD has compassion on those who fear him; 

New Testament Picture of God’s Character 
John 14:8–11 (NET) 
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be content.”9 Jesus replied, “Have I 
been with you for so long, and you have not known me, Philip? The person who has 
seen me has seen the Father! How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not 
believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you, I do 
not speak on my own initiative, but the Father residing in me performs his miraculous 
deeds.11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father is in me, but if you do not be-
lieve me, believe because of the miraculous deeds themselves. 

Jesus is the walking example of our God: slow to anger & quick to forgive, abounding in 
love, and just to judge. 

BIG TRUTH: Parents paint a portrait of God’s Character

  R. Kent Hughes, Ephesians: The Mystery of the Body of Christ, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1990), 200.1



Jesus painted the portrait of the Father, who then sent His Spirit to empower us to accom-
plish this most important mission that starts with Faith & Family. 
Ephesians 6:4 (ESV) 
4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline 
and instruction of the Lord. 

Dad’s Greatest Gift FROM his family: godly children  
…is also Dad’s Greatest Gift TO his family: godly example 

!  
Adrian Rogers said, "I have never met a husband who loves Jesus with all his heart 
whose wife and children don't follow his lead." 
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MEN: Open the Holy Scriptures & obey your Heavenly Father.  
    * consider readingProverbs & the Gospel of John) 

Children, Grandchildren, & spouses: Stand by your man: encourage & pray.  
• If He’s NOT godly, don’t count him down for the count just yet. Keep praying! 
• If He IS godly, don’t take him for granted. Tell Him ‘thank you’ often! 

 Parents paint a portrait of God’s Character


