
5: Under Authority 
‘Authority’ implies someone who tells us what to do & disci-
plines us when we don’t; those we are more likely to avoid 

than applaud. But when we view authority the way God does, 
we will see authorities aren’t meant to harm us, but to help us.  

One of the parent’s most important lessons is to prepare children how to get along without 
them. You are leaving a legacy that outlives you. 
One of the things we must teach our children is how to live UNDER AUTHORITY.  

!  
Those authorities include: 
• parents & grandparents 
• governing leaders (federal, state, & local levels - President to police) 
• spiritual leaders (ministers & mentors) 
• community leaders (teachers, coaches, school admin, employers, managers, etc.) 
And how we respond to earthy authorities demonstrates whether we recognize that… 

!  
The first authorities we encounter are in our own homes. 
Parental Authority 
Ephesians 6:1–3 (ESV) 
1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and 
mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise), 3 “that it may go well with you and 
that you may live long in the land.” 

Here’s another similar command. 
Colossians 3:20 (ESV) 
20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 

How children respond to parents is a mirror image of the response to the ONE who put par-
ents in children's’ lives. You obey them, you obey Him. You disobey them, you disobey Him. 
Children are to obey parents as long as parents aren’t telling the to disobey the Ultimate Authority.   
What about corrupt authorities, including parents, who aren’t good nor godly? Does 
this mean the followers of Jesus are to discount or deny the authorities we don’t always like 
or agree with? Remember when Jesus wouldn’t respond to Pilate’s questions? Pilate said: 

“You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have authority to release you and 
authority to crucify you?” 11 Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over 
me at all unless it had been given you from above…John 19:10–11 (ESV) 

BIG TRUTH: Authorities are God’s agents to direct, correct, & protect. 

Authorities are God’s agents to direct, correct, & protect. 



So here we have Jesus, God in skin, who recognizes He is UNDER AUTHORITY, under 
authority of a ungodly governor who worked for an ungodly empire. 
So too, when Paul writes to Christians in Rome, the capital of the Roman Empire, he re-
minds them that they too are UNDER AUTHORITY. 
Governmental Authority 
Romans 13:1–2 (ESV) 
1 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except 
from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the 
authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 

1st century Christians as well as 21st century Christians are to fear God and honor the 
emperor/governmental authorities (see 1 Pet. 2:13-17).  
Believers are to submit to governing authority EXCEPT when that authority is telling them to 
disobey the ULTIMATE Authority. Hebrews 11:23 gives a great example of this; Moses par-
ents disobeyed Pharaoh’s command to kill Hebrew boys. WHY? To kill their child would 
have meant they obeyed Pharaoh, but disobeyed God.  
Both Paul & Peter’s first allegiance is not to the Roman Empire, but to God who gave 
the Emperor & Empires its authority. Many believers who obeyed the Emperor’s (Caesar’s) 
commands, but refused one command - to proclaim ‘Caesar as Lord’. WHY? Because Jesus 
occupied that position in their lives. They would honor the EMPEROR, but their ultimate alle-
giance was to the one true God revealed in the God-man, Jesus.  
Romans 13:3–4 (ESV) 
3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one 
who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4 for he is God’s 
servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. 
For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer.  

!  

Spiritual Authority 
Hebrews 13:17 (ESV) 
17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, 
as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groan-
ing, for that would be of no advantage to you. 

It is clear that God has put spiritual authorities in place to direct, correct, & protect His 
people (more examples include Eph. 4:11–16; 1 Th. 5:12-13; 1 Tim. 3:1–13; 1 Tim. 5:17; 2 
Tim. 4:2-4; Titus 1:5–9; 1 Pet. 5:1–5).  
Adults, how does YOUR RESPONSE to your authorities speaks to your children & grandchildren? 
Are your attitudes & actions demonstrating that you believe that authorities are God’s 
agents to direct, correct, & protect? 

Authorities are God’s agents to direct, correct, & protect. 



Do you expect your children to honor YOUR AUTHORITY, yet your kids watch you disre-
spect others in authority? 
• Do you consistently criticize your boss, your government, your law enforcement, your spir-

itual leaders, your teachers & coaches? Does your family see you applauding authorities 
when they do well? Or do they see you avoiding authority while expecting them to obey 
your authority? What does your speedometer tell your children & grandchildren about be-
ing under authority?  

• Or what about when your children & grandchildren get in trouble? Are you quick to 
defend your ‘little angel’ who can do no wrong? What are we teaching our children & 
grandchildren when we do that?  

We are training our children & grandchildren that our response to authorities is a mirror im-
age of our response to Him.  

FEET2FAITH 
1. Say “thank you” to an authority. 

Tell one of your authorities why you appreciate him/her. Send a card, and email, or an 
instant message. Make a phone call. 

2. Bow your knee to the ULTIMATE AUTHORITY. 
Trust the Lord Jesus with your entire life. Listen to Kirk Cameron’s story.  


