
3: Do-Over: Making Time Count 
Have you ever finished a long day by wishing you could have a ‘do-
over’? Life is short and it’s today’s decisions that are leaving a legacy 

that outlasts us. It’s time to stop living in the world of what should 
have been and start making time count. 

Life is Short 
Psalm 103:15–16 (ESV) 
15 As for man, his days are like grass; he flourishes like a flower of the field; 16 for the 
wind passes over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no more. 

We have a tendency to think we have more time to accomplish tasks that we deem important. 
But we shouldn’t take today for granted. 
One Day at a Time 
James 4:13–17 (ESV) 
13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and 
spend a year there and trade and make a profit”— 14 yet you do not know what tomorrow 
will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then van-
ishes. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” 16 As it 
is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 17 So whoever knows the right 
thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin. 

Every day is a GIFT, one we shouldn’t take for granted. Don’t get to the end of today and wish 
you had a DO-OVER because you wasted the time God gave you. 
God’s Response to Godly People 
Psalm 103:15–18 (ESV) 
15 As for man, his days are like grass; he flourishes like a flower of the field; 16 for the wind 
passes over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no more.17 But the steadfast love of 
the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear him, and his right-
eousness to children’s children, 18 to those who keep his covenant and remember to 
do his commandments. 

Even in the midst of talking about the brevity of life, David points to the legacy left by those 
who fear/revere & obey God. They have obeyed God’s commands which including investing 
time to talk with their children about the one true God throughout the day. Their love for God 
was modeled to the little ones they invested in. 
And while life passes quickly, there is hope beyond this life, God loves them eternally - from 
everlasting to everlasting, and God extends His righteousness to their children’s chil-
dren - that’s the grandkids!  

!  
Do you need a DO-OVER? Are you making your time count? 

BIG TRUTH: The legacy we leave reflects the way we obey & the time we invest.



No Time to Play by Dianna Neal 
My precious boy with the golden hair, came up one day beside my chair  
And fell upon his bended knee, and said, "Oh, Mommy, please play with me!"  
I said, "Not now, go on and play; I've got so much to do today."  
He smiled through tears in eyes so blue, when I said, "We'll play when I get through."  
But the chores lasted all through the day, and I never did find time to play.  
When supper was over and dishes done, I was much too tired for my little son.  
I tucked him in and kissed his cheek, and watched my angel fall asleep.  
As I tossed and turned upon my bed, those words kept ringing in my head,  
"Not now, son, go on and play, I've got so much to do today."  
I fell asleep and in a minute's span, my little boy is a full-grown man.  
No toys are there to clutter the floor; no dirty fingerprints on the door;  
No snacks to fix; no tears to dry; the rooms just echo my lonely sigh.  
And now I've got the time to play; but my precious boy is gone away.  
I awoke myself with a pitiful scream and realized it was just a dream  
For across the room in his little bed, lay my curly-haired boy, the sleepy-head.  
My work will wait 'till another day or now I must find some time to play.  

Walk Wisely & Make Your Time Count   
Ephesians 5:15–16 (ESV) 
15 Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the best use 
of the time, because the days are evil.  

Reading the rest of the passage helps you see how God wants you to: 
a. Live Pure (Eph. 5:17-18) 
b. Encourage Others (v.19a) 
c. Give Thanks (v.19b-20) 
d. Put others first (v.21) 

Eph. 5:22-6:4 is all FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS, how wives should treat husbands; how hus-
bands treat wives; then how children treat their parents and parents treat their children. 
You may get the chance to live differently tomorrow, but you can't get today back. 

!  

FEET2FAITH 
1. Make time to PLAY. 
2. Make time to PRAY seek the forgiveness of your family. 

BIG TRUTH: The legacy we leave reflects the way we obey & the time we invest.


