When spouses consistently out-serve one
another, the result is good marriages that are a
models for others to follow. So too, our faith
family is commanded to out-serve one another,
resulting in real relationships that demonstrate
the reality of God’s Presence.
Last week we were reminded that children imitate what parents demonstrate, but our love for
God & people can’t stop at our back door. It must overﬂow from our immediate family to our
faith family - from our homes to our churches.
‘We - Are - Family’, and a family ﬂourishes when we Out-Serve One Another.

BIG TRUTH: Out-serving one another results in REALationships that demonstrate God’s Presence.
Listen to what Jesus told the apostles the same night he would be arrested.
John 13:34–35 (NET) 34 “I give you a new commandment—to love one another. Just as I have
loved you, you also are to love one another.35 Everyone will know by this that you are my
disciples—if you have love for one another.”
How would others know these folks were disciples of Jesus? By the way they love each other,
like Jesus loved them! Later Jesus reminded His disciples of this most important command
when He said,
John 15:12–13 (NET) 12 My commandment is this—to love one another just as I have loved
you.13 No one has greater love than this—that one lays down his life for his friends.
So, what does THAT love look like?

REALational

It’s real & relational - REALATIONAL.
Jesus spent some serious TIME with his faith family, spending hours and hours together each
week. They ate together, went to weddings together, did ministry together, prayed together,
and relaxed together.
Sadly, many who claim to be Christians are not involved in a local fellowship of believers. Some
say: “I’m too busy. There are too many hypocrites. They hurt my feelings.” Some even say, “I know
I should, but I got lazy and out of the routine.” CHURCH ought NOT to be a routine, but a FAMILY.
“One Another” commands in Scripture.
• We are to be "ONE body in Christ" - "members who belong to one another" (Rom. 12:5),
devoted to one another (Rom. 12:10).
• We are to live in harmony with one another, seek to agree with each other, and not be
conceited (Rom. 12:16, 2 Cor. 13:11).
• We are to be patient with one another (Eph. 4:2) and submit to each other (Eph. 5:21).
• We are to encourage one another (Col. 3:16) & build up one another (Rom. 14:19, 1 Thes. 5:11).
• We are to be truthful with one another (Eph. 4:25).

• We are to be humble toward one another, honoring one another above ourselves (Rom.
12:10, Phil. 2:3).
• We are to be kind, compassionate, forgiving one another (Eph. 4:32).
• We are to confess sins to one another & pray for one another (James 5:16).
• We are to "serve one another" (Gal. 5:13).

BIG TRUTH: Out-serving one another results in REALationships that demonstrate God’s Presence.
Does that sound like YOUR relationship with other followers of Jesus? If not, do you meet with
faith family outside of THIS TIME on a regular basis?
So, to love one another as Jesus loved His disciples means we must be REALATIONAL and that
takes time & eﬀort.

Sacriﬁcial
John 15:12–13 (NET) 12 My commandment is this—to love one another just as I have loved
you.13 No one has greater love than this—that one lays down his life for his friends.
Loving our faith family means we out-serve one another, and even show sacriﬁcial love to
one another. Sometimes we do that by how we GIVE our resources to one another. Some of us
sacriﬁce our time to care for one another. How are you SERVING within the church?
What would it be like to have a church full of folks that weren’t waiting to BE served, but were
looking for opportunities TO out-serve one another!
Out-serving each other is the key to thriving relationships - like marriages. If husbands and
wives would stop checking the box about who did what and get to serving each other…it gets
fun! So too, when we out-serve one another, it gets fun!!!! AND…it can cause those in our
community to say, “I want some of that!!!!”
That’s what happened in the early church. The early church out-served one another and outserving one another results in REALationships that demonstrate God’s Presence.
“I want some of that!!!”
Acts 2:46–47 (CSB) 46 Every day they devoted themselves to meeting together in the temple,
and broke bread from house to house. They ate their food with joyful and sincere hearts, 47
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. Every day the Lord added to their
number those who were being saved.
The community in Jerusalem saw believers had joy, hope, REALationships, & passion. Many of
them responded to God’s Presence and decided, “I want some of that!”
Is that how OUTSIDERS views US? Are we modeling lives that make them think, “I want some of
that! They so care about each other. They seem to have purpose & hope. Their families are solid & I
can’t deny...their lives intrigue me.” OR do they think, “There is no diﬀerence between them and
everybody else. They stab each other in the back. They hold grudges. Their families are just as
messed up as mine. They are hypocrites telling others how to live, yet they don’t practice what they
preach.”
One attracts, the other distracts. Which are WE going to be about?

FEET2FAITH
1. Make time for a GROUP. It’s a simple way to start building some friendships.
• 10am Sunday Growth Groups where our folks study the Scriptures together.
• Small Groups (oﬀ campus). Know someone in one? Ask to come!
• Monday night Guys Group @ 6pm
• Wed Night Groups - Ladies or Guys Group; Summer KIDZ, 180 Students (6-8pm)
Mature believers - when someone new shows up - invite them to something OUTSIDE
the group.
2. Share your celebrations & struggles with your faith family. People don’t know what
they don’t know. SHARE what is going on in your life!
3. Start asking God & other leaders for an opportunity to SERVE in simple ways!

Out-serving one another results in REALationships that demonstrate God’s Presence.
NEXT WEEK: Don’t miss our COMBINED Worship Gathering at 11am (no 8:30am next week).
This will be our Graduate Sunday. Justin Heslin, our new Student Pastor and his ﬁancé, Rachel
will be here! Justin will teach & we will love on our graduates!
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
These open-ended questions are designed to help you LIVE what you LEARN with your Family,
Friends, or Small Group.
1. What questions, answers, or challenges did today’s teaching stir in you?
2. Read John 13:34-35. Based on this passage, what is the result of the followers of Jesus
really loving each other as Jesus did? Why do you think this is the case?
3. Read John 13:12-13. Based on the gospels, share some ways that Jesus loves His disciples
and then explain how believers are to follow His example.
4. After hearing all the descriptions of what it means to love one another (remember all the bullet
points with Scripture?), which of these does your group or church do well & need to improve on?
5. What are some victories we can celebrate, and what are some struggles we can pray
through together?
6. Who are some folks we should reach out to help establish REALationship with and who will
contact them this week?
7. Take a moment to encourage each other. Share a characteristic or action that you
appreciate about each other. Then pray together and let’s go live it!

