
WHO’S the BOSS? 
Are you leaving a legacy that outlives you? The answer to that 
is…YES. Like it or not, your children & grandchildren are likely 
to live much like you have lived. As this is the case, it is vital 
that we consider how we can model, train, & cheerlead our 
families to honor Jesus & value people for the rest of their lives. 

Dr. Tony Evans: "God doesn’t leave His kingdom to join us. He tells us we must leave 
our kingdom to join Him, and bring all the issues related to our lives under His control."  

No elected official, no political policy, no educational system, or no financial incentive will trans-
form our communities & nation. What CAN change our communities, nation, & world is when 
our families once again recognize WHO’s the BOSS & we daily follow His commands. 
Every night I pray: “Lord, help my boys grow into men who love You with all of their hearts, 
to stand when no one else will, to do what is right when everyone is looking and when no 
one is looking.” 
• But then the question hits me - is that true of MY life? Who are our children/grandchil-

dren going to learn to do this from? We must do more than tell them. We must train them 
and show them how to love God with all of their hearts, to stand when no one else will, to 
do what is right when everyone is looking and when no one is looking.” 

12 Spies - 2 different reports  1

Numbers 13:27–28, 30-33 (ESV) 
27 And they told him, “We came to the land to which you sent us. It flows with milk and 
honey, and this is its fruit. 28 However, the people who dwell in the land are strong, and the 
cities are fortified and very large. And besides, we saw the descendants of Anak there… 
30 But Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, “Let us go up at once and occu-
py it, for we are well able to overcome it.” 31 Then the men who had gone up with him 
said, “We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we are.” 32 
So they brought to the people of Israel a bad report of the land that they had spied out, 
saying, “The land, through which we have gone to spy it out, is a land that devours its in-
habitants, and all the people that we saw in it are of great height. 33 And there we saw the 
Nephilim (the sons of Anak, who come from the Nephilim), and we seemed to ourselves 
like grasshoppers, and so we seemed to them.” 

They saw the same warriors as the majority did, protected by the same city walls, & the 
same beautiful land. So how could these two groups come up with such different assess-
ments of the same facts? It’s simple really…The majority left God out of the equation. 
The small minority trusted what God said.  
The question those 12 people answered is the same question that faces us today….  

!  BIG QUESTION: Will we FEAR the Giants we see or TRUST the God we serve?

 1 man from each tribe (Num. 13:1-2); After spying out the land for 40 days, they returned to give the report (Num. 13:25-33)1



Fearing Giants vs. Trusting God 
Numbers 14:4–9 (ESV) 
4 And they said to one another, “Let us choose a leader and go back to Egypt.” 5 Then 
Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the 
people of Israel. 6 And Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were 
among those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes 7 and said to all the congrega-
tion of the people of Israel, “The land, which we passed through to spy it out, is an ex-
ceedingly good land. 8 If the LORD delights in us, he will bring us into this land and give it to 
us, a land that flows with milk and honey. 9 Only do not rebel against the LORD. And do not 
fear the people of the land, for they are bread for us. Their protection is removed from 
them, and the LORD is with us; do not fear them.”  

Discounting God’s Past Faithfulness 
Numbers 14:10-11 (ESV) 
10 Then all the congregation said to stone them with stones. But the glory of the LORD ap-
peared at the tent of meeting to all the people of Israel. 11 And the LORD said to Moses, 
“How long will this people despise me? And how long will they not believe in me, in 
spite of all the signs that I have done among them? 

Have we done that?  
• Do we believe God actually created the universe out of nothing, and yet choose NOT to 

trust him with our current circumstances? 
• Do we believe God chose to be born as a human to live a perfect life, reveal the character 

of the Father, die for our sins, and raise from the dead…yet we think He doesn’t know or 
doesn’t care about fears we currently have?  
He IS walking with us through life, He IS providing for our daily needs & listening to our 
cries for help, He IS calling us to stand when no one else will…and leading us to answer 
the question: 

    !  

Will we leave God out of the equation? 
• health concerns 
• struggling marriages and disobedient children. 
• financial crisis 
• persecution 

Will we FEAR the Giants we see or TRUST the God we serve?



The Result of Obedience & Disobedience 
Numbers 14:29–30 (ESV) 
29 your dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness, and of all your number, listed in the census 
from twenty years old and upward, who have grumbled against Me, 30 not one shall come 
into the land where I swore that I would make you dwell, except Caleb the son of Je-
phunneh and Joshua the son of Nun. 

Fast forward 40 years. When the Jewish people finally entered the promised land, faithful 
Joshua and Caleb led the way. Can you imagine as their children, grandchildren, & great-
grandchildren spoke of their great faith in their great God in the years that followed?  
Joshua & Caleb left a legacy that outlived them. 
Are YOU leaving a legacy that outlives you? The answer to that is…YES.  

James Baldwin wrote: ”Children have never been very good at listening to their elders, 
but they have never failed to imitate them." 

Your children & grandchildren are likely to live much like you do. As this is the case, it is vital that 
we take the next several weeks to consider how we can model, train, & cheerlead our fami-
lies to TRUST the God we serve rather than fearing the Giants we see. 

!  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
These open-ended questions are designed to help you LIVE what you LEARN with your 
Family, Friends, or Small Group.  

1. What questions or answers did today’s teaching stir in you? 
2. Name some ways that God has been faithful to you in the past. What are you currently 

struggling to trust Him with…and how does remembering his faithfulness in the past chal-
lenge you to trust God with your future? 

3. We ARE leaving a legacy that outlives us. Name some traits/disciplines/attitudes you have 
picked up from your parents/grandparents or mentors that you like or dislike. Explain your 
answer. 

4. What do you most want to pass on to your children, grandchildren, or others God has al-
lowed you to influence AND what do you need to change in order to see that accomplished? 

5. What are some questions you would like to have answered in this series? (please forward 
them to Jackie@fellowshipofmadison.com or TJ@fellowshipofmadison.com)   

6. Share prayer thanks & needs. Then pray for one another.  

Will we FEAR the Giants we see or TRUST the God we serve?


