EMPTY

This weekend we celebrate the greatest events in all of history occurred
around 2000 years ago, over 6000 miles away in Jerusalem. Join us as we
remember the story of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection
…and why it should matter to you.
John 19:16–18 (CSB) 16 Then he handed him over to be cruciﬁed. Then they took Jesus away. 17 Carrying the
cross by himself, he went out to what is called Place of the Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. 18 There
they cruciﬁed him and two others with him, one on either side, with Jesus in the middle.
Jesus would not have carried the entire cross (as is often pictured) as the
horizontal beam (Latin staticulum) usually remained in the ground at the
place of the execution, used for many cruciﬁxions. The condemned carried
the patibulum (Latin), the horizontal beam, on his neck with his hands
wrapped over the top of the beam.
Jesus had been so badly beaten that during the death march to Golgotha,
another man was forced to carry the patibulum (Mt 27:32, Mk 15:21, Lk 23:26).
It was customary for the Romans to provide a public, written notice of the
criminal’s name and crime, either to be hung around his neck or paraded
before him en route to his cruciﬁxion.1
The Romans didn’t always use nails to crucify criminals. And even when they did, they still used ropes to help
support the weight of the body. The nails didn’t kill the victim, but the elements (e.g. cold, sun) or the animals
(e.g. bears, vultures) often did. Otherwise the cruciﬁed died of cardiac arrest, or asphyxiation. The cruciﬁed
victim would desire death yet ﬁnd it just out of his reach. In fact, some men lived for several days before their
eventual death. Now viewed as a criminal, an enemy of Rome, Jesus was cruciﬁed between two others, all 3
now recognized as criminals who have deﬁed the Roman rule.
John 19:19-21 (CSB) 19 Pilate also had a sign made and put on the cross. It said: Jesus of Nazareth, the King of
the Jews. 20 Many of the Jews read this sign, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it
was written in Aramaic, Latin, and Greek. 21 So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Don’t write, ‘The King
of the Jews,’ but that he said, ‘I am the King of the Jews.’ ” 22 Pilate replied, “What I have written, I have written.”
In an attempt to show Rome’s power over the Jews, Pilate had Jesus crucified near the city of Jerusalem (the Jewish
capital). As Jewish pilgrims to Jerusalem entered and exited by the thousands, they would see the ironic inscription for
all the world to take note: Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews - written in Aramaic (language of the Jews), Latin
(the official language of Rome), and Greek (for the rest of the Greek speaking world). Pilate had this written to
demonstrate to the world that the Romans had the power over life and death. But it would be this very moment
would become one of the most crucial events in all of human history! Jesus had previously prophesied these words:
John 12:32–33 (CSB) 32 As for me, if I am lifted up from the earth I will draw all people to myself.” 33 He said
this to indicate what kind of death he was about to die.
This was the plan of God all along, the Lamb of God was taking on the sins, not just for the Jewish people, but for
the world (Jn 1:29)! And that includes us!
YOUR NOTES
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John 19:28–30 (CSB) 28 After this, when Jesus knew that everything was now ﬁnished that the Scripture might
be fulﬁlled, he said, “I’m thirsty.” 29 A jar full of sour wine was sitting there; so they ﬁxed a sponge full of sour
wine on a hyssop branch and held it up to his mouth. 30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is
ﬁnished.” Then bowing his head, he gave up his spirit.
Even until His dying breath, Jesus is fulﬁlling the Old Testament Scripture (Ps 22:15, 69:21). The debt has been
paid in full. It is ﬁnished. Instead of allowing Jesus’ body to be thrown into a common grave with other
criminals, Joseph and Nicodemus, secret disciples, treated his body like a KING (Jn 19:38-42). After cleaning his
body, they wrapped it in cloth added expensive sticky fragrances, and placed in Joseph’s new family tomb,
fulﬁlling a 700 year-old prophecy.
Isaiah 53:9 (CSB) 9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, but he was with a rich man at his death,
because he had done no violence and had not spoken deceitfully.
The night before Jesus was having dinner with his disciples. And now…their KING…was GONE. They were
distraught, confused, and scared. HOW could this happen to their Master, the ONE they thought could be the
Messiah? And now…what would happen to THEM?
Mary and the other female disciples were distraught too, but they looked forward to the ﬁrst day of the week,
the day following Sabbath, to honor Jesus and anoint His body one more time.
John 20:1 (CSB) 1 On the ﬁrst day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark.
She saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb.
The Synoptics (Matthew, Mark, & Luke) note that Romans soldiers guarding the tomb were no where to be seen.
When Mary and the other ladies (John doesn’t mention), look in the tomb, Jesus’ body is gone (Luke 24:1–3).
When Mary runs to tell Peter and John, they have to go see the site for themselves..The body of Jesus wasn’t
there, but the grave clothes WERE (John 20:3–6). Now why would someone steal the body of Jesus, and yet take
the time to peel oﬀ the sticky grave clothes? And there was something else strange.
John 20:8 (CSB) 7 The wrapping that had been on his head was not lying with the linen cloths but was folded up
in a separate place by itself.
It’s at that point that John writes that he believed at this point, but they still don’t fully get it. Still confused and not
understanding that Jesus had to raise from the dead, Peter & John went back to where they were staying (Jn 20:9-10).
John 20:11–12 (CSB) 11 But Mary stood outside the tomb, crying. As she was crying, she stooped to look into the
tomb. 12 She saw two angels in white sitting where Jesus’s body had been lying, one at the head and the
other at the feet.
What Mary saw looking in the tomb is strikingly similar to those who are familiar with the Old Testament.
Exodus 25:19–20 (CSB) 19 Make one cherub at one end and one cherub at the other end. At its two ends,
make the cherubim of one piece with the mercy seat. 20 The cherubim are to have wings spread out above,
covering the mercy seat with their wings, and are to face one another. The faces of the cherubim should be
toward the mercy seat.
The mercy seat was recognized as God’s throne, the place where the blood of the sacriﬁce was placed to atone
for the peoples’ sin on Yom Kippur (The Day of Atonement).
Did Mary see something representing the Ark of the Covenant OR…was the Ark of the Covenant an image
representing what MARY saw that day?
John 20:14–16 (CSB) 14 Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know it
was Jesus. 15 “Woman,” Jesus said to her, “why are you crying? Who is it that you’re seeking?” Supposing he was
the gardener, she replied, “Sir, if you’ve carried him away, tell me where you’ve put him, and I will take him away.”
16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” Turning around, she said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!”—which means “Teacher.”
At ﬁrst Mary, tears in her eyes, doesn’t recognize Jesus. Maybe she doesn’t get a good look. It seems that she
turned back to look into the tomb. But when she hears Him call her name, turning around, she holds onto her
precious Rabboni. They could not stay and catch up because there was more work to do. She was to go tell the
other disciples that He was alive and will soon ascend to the Father. And that’s exactly what she does, breaking
the good news, “I have seen the Lord!” (v18).

Later that same evening, the disciples were locked away, afraid of those who had handed Jesus over to the
Romans for cruciﬁxion. When suddenly, Jesus was standing there with them and saying…
John 20:19–20 (CSB) 19 …Peace be with you.” 20 Having said this, he showed them his hands and his side. So the
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.
And from then on, these formerly distraught, confused, scared followers of Jesus were transformed into focused,
empowered, bold, and unashamed followers of Jesus. From that day until now…

Christians live like Jesus is ALIVE!
We trust in His death, burial, and resurrection. We have hope, even in death, because the KING has proven that
He will raise us from the dead! Followers of Jesus share the story of Jesus with others, even when it costs us.
Christians live like Jesus is ALIVE!
Or at least, we are supposed to.
Questions:
• DO YOU CLAIM JESUS? Does MY life demonstrate that Jesus is alive? Do I SHOW that I’m a Christian and not just
SAY that I’m a Christian?
• Are you a CRITIC? You might have a legitimate concern about whether Jesus is who the Bible claims He is. OR,
you might make a statement like this: “I can’t believe in Christ because of all the Christians I know.”
But you need to answer this question: Why should the hypocritical actions of 'Christians,' 2000 years removed
from Jesus, outweigh the historical evidence of who he is, and what he said and did?
• DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS? Great! We want to help you EXAMINE the EVIDENCE! Text us (numbers below)!
__________________________________________
* Want to talk further? Please contact Jackie (850-673-1582), Justin (704-618-6144), Christy (673-9764), or another follower of
Jesus soon! Or call our deacons & wives: Tom & Martha Waddail, Steve & Debbie Bass, Freddy & Joyce Howard, Jere & Darlene
Burnette, Alan & Christy Androski, Willy & Melissa Gamalero.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What challenged or encouraged you from today’s teaching? (Look back over your notes and share!)
2. Have you ever considered or studied theories that discount the resurrection of Jesus (e.g. swoon theory, stolen
body theory, hallucination theory)? If so, share which ones and why you were or were not convinced.
3. Read John 20:11–12 & Exodus 25:19-20. Do you ﬁnd the similarity to the Ark of the Covenant and what Mary
saw in the tomb (2 angels) to be signiﬁcant? Explain your answer.
4. What does the resurrection appearance of Jesus ﬁrst to Mary (and the other ladies), and his command for her
to tell his male disciples, say about how Jesus values females?
5. Read 1 Corinthians 15 and answer this question: Why is the resurrection of Jesus the cornerstone of
Christianity and what would it mean if Jesus did NOT raise from the dead?
6. What daily diﬀerence does the resurrection of Jesus make in your life? What are some evidences that
demonstrate that you live like Jesus is ALIVE?
7. Pray for one another this week. Consider texting or calling same sex believers to pray and share together this week.

