Connected to the KING? (John 15:1-17)
If someone asked you for the evidence of your relationship with Jesus,
what would you say? Today we discover that our culture’s definition of a
Christian is very different from how Jesus defined His disciples.
Today we read about the Last of the 7 great I AM statements.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

I AM the Bread of life (John 6:35)
I AM the Light of the world (John 8:12)
I AM the Door (John 10:7)
I AM the Good Shepherd (John 10:11)
I AM the Resurrection and the Life (John 11:25)
I AM the Way, Truth, & Life (John 14:6)
I AM the True Vine (John 15:1)

John 15:1 (CSB) 1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.
The Old Testament often refers to Israel as God’s vineyard; for example,
Isaiah 5:7a (LEB) 7 For the vineyard of Yahweh of hosts is the house of Israel, and the man of Judah is the
plantation of his delight.
The vine metaphor is most often used to tell God’s people they are NOT producing fruit and for that, God is
brining judgment (Ps. 80:8–18; Isa. 5:1–7; Jer. 2:21; 12:10–11; Ezek. 15:1–5; 17:1–6; 19:10–14; Hos. 10:1–2).1 The
grapevine became a symbol of national life, including emblems on coins from BC through AD time periods.
Josephus (Jewish historian) wrote the Temple in Jerusalem contained a large grapevine made of pure gold,
with clusters of grapes “the height of a man”.2
Jesus claims that HE is the true vine from which all of Israel (branches) is nourished. And then Jesus oﬀers both
a word of warning and a word of encouragement.
John 15:2 2 Every branch in me that does not produce fruit he removes, and he prunes every branch that
produces fruit so that it will produce more fruit.
Notice the two diﬀerent types of branches and the two diﬀerent responses by God, the gardener. The unfruitful
branch is cut oﬀ, while the fruitful branch is pruned to produce more fruit in the future.
John 15:3-6 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, and I in you. Just
as a branch is unable to produce fruit by itself unless it remains on the vine, neither can you unless you remain in
me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in me and I in him produces much fruit,
because you can do nothing without me. 6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is thrown aside like a branch
and he withers. They gather them, throw them into the fire, and they are burned.
• The branches (disciples) who remain in the vine (Jesus) produce much fruit and are about to go through the
pruning process. None of us want the pain that pruning brings, but we grow in faith & maturity. King David
wrote this about the pruning process.
Psalm 119:67, 71 (CSB) 67 Before I was aﬄicted I went astray, but now I keep your word…71 It was good for
me to be aﬄicted so that I could learn your statutes.
• Anyone who does not remain in the vine (Jesus) will not produce fruit, and will be cut oﬀ and thrown into the
ﬁre. This person who wants to enter the kingdom, but doesn’t want to bow to the King. This has already played
out in the life of Judas, the betrayer, who has been cut oﬀ from the vine.
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Check out what John the baptizer taught, that sounds similar to what Jesus is saying.
Matthew 3:7–10 (NET) 7 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to
them, “You offspring of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore produce fruit that
proves your repentance, 9 and don’t think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I
tell you that God can raise up children for Abraham from these stones! 10 Even now the ax is laid at the root of
the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.
Being an Israelite doesn’t really make someone a part of God’s family. A repentant heart, evidenced by repentant
ACTIONS (fruit) does. ARE YOU CONNECTED TO THE KING?

BIG TRUTH: CONNECTED People are CHANGED People.
So, what’s that CHANGE look like? We’re about to ﬁnd out what it meant for the 1st century disciples and what
they have passed down now to 21st century disciples.
FRUITFUL = LOYAL & PRAYERFUL
John 15:7–9 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you want and it will be done
for you. 8 My Father is gloriﬁed by this: that you produce much fruit and prove to be my disciples. 9 “As the
Father has loved me, I have also loved you. Remain in my love.
LOYAL. Remain in me. Connected People are LOYAL to Jesus and what He says, in good times and in bad
times…in sickness and in health. As we hear about former Christians denying their faith and falling away, we
must stay vigilant - LOYAL to our King.
* Read Hypocritical Christians and False Conclusions: http://bit.ly/33HgBic
• When all else fails, consider ONE QUESTION: Are you convinced Jesus ROSE from the dead? If so, then let that
be the FOUNDATION OF YOUR FAITH. “If He rose from the dead, I can trust what He said”…about life, death,
eternity, relationships, material possessions, caring for others, etc.

PRAYERFUL. These folks are able to ask God in prayer and trust that He will answer them. Praying in Jesus’

Name means praying by His Authority and His Glory. If you desire to please Jesus, God will answer your prayers BIG & SMALL.
Is PRAYER your last resort or your 1st response?
FRUITFUL = OBEDIENT & LOVING
John 15:10-13 10 If you keep my commands you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s
commands and remain in his love. 11 “I have told you these things so that my joy may be in you and your joy
may be complete. 12 “This is my command: Love one another as I have loved you. 13 No one has greater love
than this: to lay down his life for his friends.

OBEDIENT. If we love Jesus, we WILL obey Him. Jesus made this clear in what we read last week,
John 14:15 “If you love me, you will keep my commands.
John 14:24a The one who doesn’t love me will not keep my words.
Is it a PROBLEM for you to obey Jesus…OR a PRIVILEGE?

LOVING. The disciples of Jesus had seen his demonstration of love many, many times (encouraging,

confronting, correcting, forgiving, teaching, spending time, and included them in His ministry). And within just a
few hours, they would know what Jesus meant when He said, “No one has greater love than this: to lay down
his life for his friends.” He was calling His disciples to love one another as He had loved them.
Do you love other Christians like that? Who are you making time for, sharing with, speaking truth to - even
when it’s diﬃcult, receiving truth from - even when it’s diﬃcult. Who are You doing ministry with?
IF NOT, PLEASE get in touch with Christy or Jackie. We want to find you a Christian friend! Plug into one
of our Groups on Sundays @ 10am or Wed. @ 6:30pm (KIDZ, Students, Ladies Group, Guys Group).

FRUITFUL = MISSIONAL
John 15:14-17 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 I do not call you servants anymore,
because a servant doesn’t know what his master is doing. I have called you friends, because I have made
known to you everything I have heard from my Father. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you. I appointed
you to go and produce fruit and that your fruit should remain, so that whatever you ask the Father in my
name, he will give you. 17 “This is what I command you: Love one another.
Can you imagine Jesus saying that to YOU? You’re more than just my servants, you’re my friends! And then
Jesus reminds his apostles that they didn’t come and ask Him to be their rabbi. They didn’t choose Jesus. Jesus
chose them. And He chose them for the most important task EVER, a task that they have passed on to each
generation of Christians.

MISSIONAL. I appointed you to go and produce fruit and that your fruit should remain. Jesus had trained

His disciples to take HIS MESSAGE and be His witnesses (Acts 1:8) to the lost world. Those disciples taught the next
generation of disciples to do the same…and that’s WHY any of us are CHRISTIANS! Now it’s OUR TASK: take the
message of Jesus to others, to help them grow in Him, and to train them to train others.
Are YOU MISSIONAL? Who are you praying for, sharing with, being discipled by?
Kent Hughes writes: God’s hand is never closer than when he prunes the vine. During those times of severest
cutting when, to us, he may seem to have departed, he is the closest. His pruning may pain us, but it will never
harm us. When the gardener does his pruning well, he leaves little more than the vine. Similarly, the more we are
pruned, the more of Christ there is in our lives! Also, the branch does not bear fruit for itself but for others. The life
that has been trimmed by the hand of God sustains others.3
Are you CONNECTED to the KING? Is He pruning you? Or…does it concern you that if you breathed your
last, you will have found out you were CUT OFF?
How can you tell?

BIG TRUTH: CONNECTED People are CHANGED People.

Soon what’s done in this life will pass; Only what’s done for Christ will last.’

_________________________
* Want to talk further? Please contact Jackie (850-673-1582), Justin (704-618-6144), Christy (673-9764), or another follower of
Jesus soon!
* Or call our deacons & wives: Tom & Martha Waddail, Steve & Debbie Bass, Freddy & Joyce Howard, Jere & Darlene Burnette, Alan
& Christy Androski, Willy & Melissa Gamalero.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What impacted you most from the teaching today?
2. Read John 15:2-6. What’s the primary difference between those who are PRUNED and those who are THROWN
ASIDE? Why should this NOT concern the person who claims Christ and actually follow Jesus? Why SHOULD this
concern the person who claims Christ who doesn’t actually follow Jesus?
3. Share a time when God pruned you causing you to know Jesus better and grow deeper. Why is it that we often
grow deeper during tough times than during good times?
4. Read Ps. 119:67 & 71. Tell about a difficult situation that God used to bring someone back to Him after they had
drifted from Him.
5. Read John 15:7-17 and take time to discuss what stands out in the passage. Talk about why this “fruit” is so
important in the Christian’s life: Loyal, Prayerful, Obedient, Loving, & Missional
6. Share prayer needs with each other and consider praying for a person who claims or has claimed Jesus yet doesn’t
seem to follow Him. Will you prayerfully consider encouraging that person to walk with Jesus and His people?
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