
 

The coming Messiah was prophesied to be born in the family line of King David, after the 
restoration of Jerusalem and the rebuilding of the 2nd temple, and before the destruction of the 
2nd temple (Dan. 9:25-26). Remember how folks asked John the Baptist and Jesus if they were 
the messiah? The people of their day expected the long-awaited Messiah to reveal himself soon. 

Matthew’s account does just that - reveals the ONE who fulfills the title of Messiah. Matthew 
concisely uses only 6 verses to tell the story leading to Jesus’ birth. But it is PACKED with im-
portant stuff. 

Matthew 1:18–25 (NET) 18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ happened this way. While his moth-
er Mary was engaged to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be preg-
nant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph, her husband to be, was a righteous man, 
and because he did not want to disgrace her, he intended to divorce her privately. 20 When 
he had contemplated this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because the child con-
ceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son and you will name him 
Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 22 This all happened so that what 
was spoken by the Lord through the prophet would be fulfilled: 23 “Look! The virgin will con-
ceive and bear a son, and they will call him Emmanuel,” which means “God with us.”24 When 
Joseph awoke from sleep he did what the angel of the Lord told him. He took his wife, 25 but 
did not have marital relations with her until she gave birth to a son, whom he named Jesus. 

BIG TRUTH: God with us brings Freedom from Sin 

JESUS CHRIST 
Matthew 1:18a 18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ happened this way. 

Jesus is called “Christ” - a TITLE. Christ is the Greek version of the Hebrew term “Messiah” - 
meaning anointed. It was used of kings many times, but the Jews were looking for the final 
Messiah who bring the kingdom to earth. To say Jesus Christ is to recognize that Jesus IS the 
Messiah, prophesied about for hundreds of years! This would have immediately struck the eye 
of the Jewish person reading this text - Jesus is the Messiah. 

The Jewish people had long been awaiting the 
coming of the Messiah. They knew the family lineage 
he would come from and had a hint where he would 
be born. They had even been given a timeframe in 

which he would come. But just WHY he was coming 
and WHO he was would be a show-stopper. 



PREGNANT THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT 
Matthew 1:18b-20 While his mother Mary was engaged to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph, her hus-
band to be, was a righteous man, and because he did not want to disgrace her, he intended 
to divorce her privately. 20 When he had contemplated this, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, 
because the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus was placed in the womb of Mary - not by sexual intimacy with a man - but pregnant 
through the Holy Spirit.  

* If you believe that the universe - including time, matter, space - had a beginning, you believe in 
the most incredible super-natural miracle of all - everything came from NOTHING…and if God 
can do THAT, He can choose to interrupt the natural world He created with super-natural acts.  

Food for Thought: If God created Adam & Eve without parents, He could certainly chose to 
implant an infant in Mary’s womb without the help of a man. 

NAME HIM JESUS 
Matthew 1:21 21 She will give birth to a son and you will name him Jesus, because he will 
save his people from their sins.” 

The name Jesus communicates who he is & why he came; from the Hebrew “Yeshua” [English: 
Joshua], meaning: “Yahweh saves”- because he will save his people from their sins.   

Early in the writing of Genesis, we learn that God has created men & women in His image - 
created for intimate relationship with Him. But then we read about Adam & Eve’s disobedi-
ence. It’s in that story we first feel the weight of sin. 

Genesis 3:8–13 (ESV) 8 And they heard the sound of the LORD [YaHWeH] God walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence 
of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man and 
said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I 
was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were 
naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man 
said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 
13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman 
said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

Paul David Tripp "The effects of sin are immediate and catastrophic. The bond between God 
and mankind has been broken. Fear has replaced love. Hiding has replaced communion…In the 
psyche of every human being since lives this weird and uncomfortable battle between hunger 
for God and a desire to hide from him.”  1

It is because of our sin that the Messiah would be called Yeshua - Jesus - Yahweh saves his 
people from their sins. Long before the cradle was filled, the cross was the focus. 

God with us brings Freedom from Sin 
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GOD WITH US 
Matthew 1:22-23 22 This all happened so that what was spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet would be fulfilled: 23 “Look! The virgin will conceive and bear a son, and they will call 
him Emmanuel,” which means “God with us.” [* from Isaiah 7:14] 

Emmanuel was not His name - it’s who He IS! Jesus Christ - Yeshua the Messiah - IS “God with us!” 

Genesis 1:1 (NET) In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

Colossians 1:15–16 (NET) 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all cre-
ation, 16 for all things in heaven and on earth were created by him—all things, whether 
visible or invisible, whether thrones or dominions, whether principalities or powers—all 
things were created through him and for him. 

Hebrews 1:1–2 (NET) 1 After God spoke long ago in various portions and in various ways to 
our ancestors through the prophets, 2 in these last days he has spoken to us in a son, whom 
he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he created the world. 

John 1:1–3 (NET) 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was fully God.2 The Word was with God in the beginning. 3 All things were created 
by him, and apart from him not one thing was created that has been created. 

John 1:14 (NET) 14 Now the Word became flesh and took up residence among us. We saw 
his glory—the glory of the one and only, full of grace and truth, who came from the Father. 

* It is in Jesus we once again SEE the Creator once again walk among His creation! 

JOSEPH OBEYS GOD 
Matthew 1:24-25 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep he did what the angel of the Lord told 
him. He took his wife, 25 but did not have marital relations with her until she gave birth to a 
son, whom he named Jesus. 

Many of us WISH God would send an angel and tell us what to do…but He’s done BETTER than 
that! He sent Jesus, the Messiah! And God has given us the Scriptures to know EXACTLY what 
He wants us to do.  

READ the rest of Matthew’s Gospel to see WHO Jesus is and WHAT He says. 

God with us brings Freedom from Sin 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Explain what you find most intriguing about the name/titles: Jesus, Christ, & Emmanuel. 
2. Why would Mary’s explanation for pregnancy need angelic backup? Why is the virgin birth so 

significant? How might you respond to someone who says, “The virgin birth is impossible.”?  
3. Why do the Gospel writers spend much more time on the cross than the cradle? What does 

this tell us about the primary mission of Jesus? 
4. After reading Matthew 1:22-23 & Isaiah 7:14 (written about 700 years earlier), how does this 

prophecy help you to trust the Scriptures? 
5. Read Col. 1:15-16; Heb. 1:1-2; John 1:1-3, 14. How do these Scriptures give you further in-

sight into WHO Jesus is? 
6. Will you take the challenge to read through Matthew before Christmas and update another 

believer on questions you have and insights you gain? Who will you commit to share with?  


