
 

* All Scripture is from CSB (Christian Standard Bible) unless otherwise noted. 

Quarantining those who are sick from those who are well is taught in the Scriptures - Leviticus 13 &14.  

• The person with a strange sore would show it to the priest who would examine it.  

✓ If the sore was concerning, the priest would put the person in quarantine for 7 days and then reexamine. If no 
spread, he would be quarantined for 7 more days. On day 14 if the skin sore had faded and not spread, he 
was pronounced “clean”.  

✗ If skin was worse after first quarantine of 7 days, the person would be considered “unclean” (Lev 13:4-7). 

Leviticus 13:45–46 45 “The person who has a case of serious skin disease is to have his clothes torn and his hair 
hanging loose, and he must cover his mouth and cry out, ‘Unclean, unclean!’ 46 He will remain unclean as long as 
he has the disease; he is unclean. He must live alone in a place outside the camp. 

Distancing those infected from those who were not infected was to stop a contagion,. This is the same idea as what 
we are experiencing today, except we might not know who IS infected at this point. 
Later, if the person had reason to believe the skin disease was gone, Leviticus 14 gives the rules to bring him 
back into the “clean” community. He would call for the priest to meet him outside the camp and examine him 
again (Lev 14:1-3). If found to be healed…  

Leviticus 14:8–9 8 The one who is to be cleansed must wash his clothes, shave off all his hair, and bathe with 
water; he is clean. Afterward he may enter the camp, but he must remain outside his tent for seven days. 9 
He is to shave off all his hair again on the seventh day: his head, his beard, his eyebrows, and the rest of his 
hair. He is to wash his clothes and bathe himself with water; he is clean. 

This person would go through an elaborate cleaning ceremony on the 8th day (including animal sacrifice), and 
then be officially restored to his family & community (Lev 14:10-20). 

Albert Mohler “It is believed by many medical authorities that Leviticus 13 & 14 are the very first records in human 
history of the category of quarantine.”   1

Way before microscopes & the knowledge of bacteria and viruses, God established a way to protect people from 
being infected by those who were sick, a quarantine to contain the contagion. This was the COMMAND OF GOD! 
Trusting God meant OBEYING His commands of isolation, enforced by the ruling authorities. 

✓SOCIAL DISTANCING to ISOLATE the disease, is NOT in conflict with the Scriptures. 

Obey God by Submitting to Governing Authorities 
Romans 13:1–7 1 Let everyone submit to the governing authorities, since there is no authority except from 
God, and the authorities that exist are instituted by God. 2 So then, the one who resists the authority is 
opposing God’s command, and those who oppose it will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers are not a 
terror to good conduct, but to bad. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will 
have its approval. 4 For it [rulers] is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, because it 
does not carry the sword for no reason. For it is God’s servant, an avenger that brings wrath on the one who 
does wrong. 5 Therefore, you must submit, not only because of wrath but also because of your conscience. 6 
And for this reason you pay taxes, since the authorities are God’s servants, continually attending to these 
tasks. 7 Pay your obligations to everyone: taxes to those you owe taxes, tolls to those you owe tolls, respect to 
those you owe respect, and honor to those you owe honor. 

We are to submit to our human authorities unless they tell us to disobey our Heavenly Authority. For right now, we 
stay in this isolated condition, for 2 BIG REASONS: We are commanded to 1) LOVE GOD & 2) LOVE PEOPLE - the 2 
greatest commands according to Jesus (Mat 22:37-38, Mk 10:28-31).  
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A Christian Response to Coronavirus 
What are Christians to do during this pandemic? Do we obey our governing authorities or not? 
Can we remain isolated without being selfish & staying silent? Or do we disobey our authorities 
and engage everyone we see without worrying about physical contact, because we trust God 
alone? Today we discover God’s heart & what He is calling us to do during these difficult days. 



We can obey these commands during this time. 
1) Submitting to our human authorities demonstrates we LOVE and TRUST our Heavenly Authority (Deut 6:5). 

The authorities that exist are instituted by God (Rm 13:1) and act as God’s servant for your good (Rm 
13:4). We will submit to them until they command us to disobey our Heavenly Authority. 

2) This temporary isolation is a way that we can demonstrate we love our neighbors (Lev 19:18) as we attempt 
to stop the spread of this virus and thereby keep them safe. 

✗ Someone might counter, “Just trust God.” Think this through. 

Jesus approached by an “unclean” man with skin disease 
Matthew 8:1–4 1 When he came down from the mountain, large crowds followed him. 2 Right away a man with 
leprosy came up and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.” 3 Reaching out 
his hand, Jesus touched him, saying, “I am willing; be made clean.” Immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 
4 Then Jesus told him, “See that you don’t tell anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest, and offer the gift 
that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”  

Jesus did NOT allow skin diseases to keep Him distant. Jesus heals the leper and then affirms and amplifies the 
authority of Scriptures to this man. He was to follow what the Scriptures said. 

Leviticus 14:2–3 2 “This is the law concerning the person afflicted with a skin disease on the day of his 
cleansing. He is to be brought to the priest, 3 who will go outside the camp and examine him. 

The priest would have examined this man, declared him clean, performed the cleansing ceremonies, & 
welcomed him back into society, ALL BECAUSE…Jesus was Lord over this daunting disease. And He is Lord over 
THIS ONE TOO!  

✓The healings & miracles of Jesus were all signs that JESUS was the Hero, the Messiah, the God-man that all 
should run to! When John the Baptist questioned if Jesus was really the Messiah, Jesus responded: 

Luke 7:22–23 22 He replied to them, “Go and report to John what you have seen and heard: The blind receive 
their sight, the lame walk, those with leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor are 
told the good news, 23 and blessed is the one who isn’t offended by me.” 

✓He also gave the 12 apostles the same ability according to Matthew 10:5–8 and then 72 He appointed and sent out 
saying “Heal the sick who are there, and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near you.’ (Luke 10:1, 9) They would all 
point back to JESUS as the ONE who gifted them with this power. All these healings were by His authority and for His 
glory. Any healings that occur IN HIS NAME are by His authority and for His glory. 

What are followers of Jesus in the 21st century to do during this Coronavirus? 

For those who don’t have the gift of healing nor the knowledge to help heal, we TRUST God by submitting to governing 
authorities (God’s servants to protect us) and remain isolated for the time being. 

____________________ 
YOUR NOTES 

✓ I trust God…and I wear my seatbelt. 

✓ I trust God…and make sure there are enough life jackets for 
everyone on board. 

✓ I trust God…and I lock my house at night. 

✓ I trust God…and I have smoke detectors in my home. 

✓ I trust God…and and I take my prescribed medicines. 

✓ I trust God…and I will follow safety precautions to reduce the risk of 
getting myself or someone else sick.



Until then, let’s SEEK, SERVE, & SHARE. 
1) Seek God. Jesus (God the Son) went to a quiet place & made time to seek the Father in prayer to start His day 

(Mk 1:35, Lk 5:16). Find a quiet place. Read the Scriptures, marinate on how to apply what Jesus says, & spend 
time in prayer.  

✓Start reading plan from the gospel of Mark tomorrow, then INTERACT with spouse or another same-sex believer. 
READING PLAN 

2) Serve People. Jesus came to serve and commands us to do the same. Keeping our distance can’t and shouldn’t 
keep us from praying to God & communicating care to people. Use your tech to check on folks!  

• Make the phone calls. Use video chat.  
• Knock on a neighbors door and keep a safe distance.  
• Ask the elderly if YOU can pick up groceries for them.  
• Provide financially for someone who needs help. 

3) Share Jesus.  

• Take opportunities to point to Jesus. People need HOPE right now and His Name is Jesus.  
• Ask how you can pray for them.  
• Share the Gospel & share the HOPE you have in Jesus, that He is BIGGER than this virus! 

heretoserveyou                                                                 
Have questions and need some help? …real soon…how about now? Please call or text us soon! 

* Contact Jackie (850-673-1582), Justin (704-618-6144), Christy (673-9764), or another follower of Jesus soon!  

* Or call our deacons & wives: Steve & Debbie Bass (673-7952), Freddy & Joyce Howard (973-0047), Jere & 
Darlene Burnette (673-1888) , Fain & Linda Poppell (464-1282) , Jim & Derita Pinkard (229-834-4307), or Boss & 
Amelia Mulkey (673-1387). 

discussionquestions 
These open-ended questions are designed to help you LIVE what you LEARN with your Family, Friends, or Small Group.  
1. Share what most challenged or surprised you from today’s teaching. 
2. Did it surprise you to learn that God quarantined folks with skin diseases in Leviticus 13 & 14? What would it 

mean to disobey God’s commands here?  
3. After considering Leviticus 13 & 14, and reading Romans 13:1-7, why should we obey what our governing 

leaders are saying? At what point should followers of Jesus DISOBEY human authorities? 
4. Remember to start the Mark reading plan this week and INTERACT with your spouse or another same-

sex believer. If you have already begun, share NOW what is impacting you from your reading. 
5. What opportunities to serve and share have you seen in our community and beyond? Brainstorm how we can 

minister to how our community during this time and share these ideas with other church leaders. 
6. Share prayer needs & lift them up together! Make sure to prayer for our political and spiritual leaders during 

the Coronavirus. 

Mark 1 Mon, Mar 30 
Mark 2   Tue, Mar 31 
Mark 3   Wed, Apr 1 
Mark 4     Thr, Apr 2 
Mark 5      Fri, Apr 3 

Mark 6   Sat, Apr 4 
Mark 7  Sun, Apr 5 
Mark 8 Mon, Apr 6 
Mark 9  Tue, Apr 7 

Mark 10-11 Wed, Apr 8 
Mark 12-13   Thr, Apr 9 
Mark 14-15  Fri, Apr 10 
Mark 16       Sat, Apr 11 


