
4: PERSECUTION - Is Jesus Worth it? 

Jesus warned His disciples that following Him would 
be costly saying, “If they persecuted me, they will per-

secute you also.”(Jn. 15:20) So, why are Christians 
persecuted & is Jesus really worth it?  

When this persecution comes, you will question your words, attitudes, & views. And at 
some point, you are going to have to ask this simple question: Is Jesus worth it? 

2 Timothy 3:12–13 NIV 
12 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 

13 while evildoers and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.

How to dodge persecution:  
• Never talk about the cross, sin & need for forgiveness. Argument: People are basically 

good, so if God is good he wouldn’t judge good people guilty of sin. 
• Never proclaim that Jesus is the ONLY way to know the one true God. Argument: 

There are so many religious options, who are YOU to claim you there is no other way? 
That’s so arrogant. There are many ways to God! 

• Be careful to never to say that anyone’s actions are wrong. Argument: That’s so 
judgmental. After all, didn’t Jesus say not to judge! [well actually Jesus said some other 
things after that - judge with mercy & without hypocrisy - Matt. 7:1-6] 

Are YOU experiencing persecution? Are you being SILENT or have you drifted with culture?  

The Cultural Drift 
Romans 1:21–32 (NIV) 
21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, 
but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they 
claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God 
for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles. 24 
Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for 
the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth about God 
for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is for-
ever praised. Amen. 26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even 
their women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way 
the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for 
one another. Men committed shameful acts with other men, and received in themselves 
the due penalty for their error. 28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to 
retain the knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they 
do what ought not to be done. 29 They have become filled with every kind of wicked-
ness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. 



They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent 
ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31 they have no understanding, no fidelity, 
no love, no mercy. 32 Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do 
such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also ap-
prove of those who practice them.

2000 years later, this seems like it could have been written for OUR CULTURE.  
THEY worship false gods. THEY are sexually immoral, including homosexuality. THEY are arro-
gant, boastful, disobedient to their parents, God-haters. THEY even invent new ways to do evil.  
But is it just THEM…THEY…OTHERS who are guilty? 
No More Hypocrisy 
Romans 2:1–3 NIV 
1 You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at what-
ever point you judge another, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass 
judgment do the same things. 2 Now we know that God’s judgment against those who 
do such things is based on truth. 3 So when you, a mere human being, pass judgment 
on them and yet do the same things, do you think you will escape God’s judgment?

That’s a great question, isn’t it? 
Why is it wrong for them to do it…but it’s not wrong for us? 
Why will God judge THEM guilty for it…and not judge US guilty for the same things? 
Paul’s point is NOT that we must stay silent. Paul’s point IS to warn us of hypocrisy & call us to purity.  
Are we experiencing persecution for the right reason?  
Are we experiencing persecution because of THEIR Hate, or OUR Hypocrisy? 
Prayerfully look back through Romans 1, look in the mirror, and see if YOU are justifying any 
of these sinful actions in your own life.  
You might be persecuted, not because of HYPOCRISY, but because of HOLINESS.  
Godly lives confront godless lives with TRUTH. 

1 Peter 2:20–23 NIV 
20 …But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 
21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, 
that you should follow in his steps. 22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was 
found in his mouth.” 23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when 
he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges 
justly.


Jesus spoke TRUTH. He never diluted nor compromised truth. 
Jesus blessed ENEMIES. 

Paul writes in Rom. 12:14 “Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.” 
THIS is what Jesus did. In fact, it was Jesus who said, “Love your enemies and pray for 



those who persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in heaven (Mt. 5:44–45 
NIV). Jesus trusted that the Father was still in control & that this was in the plan.  

Jesus trusted GOD (the Father). 
THIS is the example Jesus set for us, that we should follow in his steps (see v. 21): 

!  

1 Peter 2:24-25 NIV 
24 “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live 
for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” 25 For “you were like sheep go-
ing astray,” but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.


Gary King.  
When we are persecuted for following Christ, it’s not a time to question God’s love for us; 
it’s a time to prove our love for Him. He proved His love for us two thousand years ago.  1

Insanity of God TONIGHT @7pm 

Don’t be surprised when we’re persecuted by culture for what pleases our King.  
When it happens, we must follow our King’s example and hear His words. 

!  

Matthew 5:10–12 NIV 
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and 
falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because 
great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.

Is Jesus worth it? According to Jesus, the future reward is worth the current persecution. 

Speak Truth. Bless Enemies. Trust God. 

Speak Truth. Bless Enemies. Trust God. 
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