
3: GOD & Government 

A continual battle rages for the hearts and minds of Ameri-
can culture, evidenced by the tightening TENSION between 

God and Government. So when the two are at odds,  
what shall we do? Today we find out. 

Chuck Colson “Salvation won’t arrive on Air Force One.” 
We are God’s plan to influence our culture (and sometimes that comes at a high price). 
So what do we do when God & Government are at odds?  

Consider watching SOPHIE SCHOLL THE FINAL DAYS (free on YouTube). This 22 year 
old, Sophie Scholl, a young Christian lady living in Germany during the Nazi regime, 
helped publish & distribute leaflets calling for the restoration of democracy and social jus-
tice. “Support the resistance movement!" for "Freedom of speech, freedom of religion, and 
protection of the individual citizen from the arbitrary action of criminal dictator-states”.  Af1 -
ter being caught distributing these writings, she along with her brother, Hans, & their friend 
were executed by guillotine on Feb. 22, 1943. 
“We are Christian, and we are German, therefore we are responsible for Germany.”  2

They did NOT want to cease being German, nor did they take up arms to revolt. Instead, they 
attempted to influence their drifting culture - to remind them that all people have inherent value 
given by God. And when it came down to a decision, the White Rose chose to 

!  
Daniel’s Example 
Daniel 6:7 ESV 
All the high officials of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the counselors and the 
governors are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and enforce an injunc-
tion, that whoever makes petition to any god or man for thirty days, except to you, 

O king, shall be cast into the den of lions.

Daniel 6:10 ESV 
10 When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had 
windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three 
times a day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously.


Obey GOD over Government.

 http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/revolt/scholl.html1

 http://nhop.ca/sophie-scholl-the-white-rose-society/2



God’s Hand in Chaotic Culture 
Daniel 2:20–21 ESV 
20 Daniel answered and said: “Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, to whom be-
long wisdom and might. 21 He changes times and seasons; he removes kings and sets 
up kings; he gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who have understanding;

Many of the people during Jesus’ day wanted revolution, but Jesus never speaks of 
it. Instead, He taught His disciples to obey governing authorities until they were forced to 
choose between God & government. 
Peter Recognizes Government’s Authority 
1 Peter 2:13–14 ESV

13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to the em-
peror as supreme, 14 or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to 
praise those who do good. 

for the Lord’s sake In other words, we are to submit to governing rulers because this hon-
ors Jesus. This is what Jesus wants us to do. How does Peter know this? He walked with 
Jesus for years. He watched Jesus for years. He listened to Jesus for years. And now he 
reminds those who have never physically seen nor audibly heard Jesus: Jesus commands 
us to submit to governing authorities. 
Peter specifically mentions the emperor as supreme. The Greek Peter uses is the word 
for ‘king’, but his reference as the supreme ruler who sends other governors leads the 
reader to one conclusion throughout the Roman Empire - Caesar, the emperor. 
God is sovereign - the Ultimate Ruler - regardless of who is in power or how they came to power.  
Jesus Recognizes Government’s Authority 
John 19:11 ESV 
11 Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been 
given you from above. Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.”


Paul  Recognizes Government’s Authority 
Romans 13:1–2 ESV 
1 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except 
from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists 
the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.

If you do not obey...then you disobey God himself. In our case, regardless who sits in the 
Oval Office, we know WHO is on the throne! 
The emperor of Rome during the likely writing of 1 Peter & Romans was Nero - a wicked 
leader who persecuted Christians - using them as human torches to light streets - feeding 
them to wild animals for sport - and ultimately having both Peter & Paul EXECUTED.  
Peter & Paul weren’t telling us submit because we LIKE our leaders or AGREE with them on 
everything. Instead, they believed that there was no authority except from God, and 
those that exist have been instituted by God…even wicked ones. 



The rest of the NT is clear that God expects us to obey those he has placed over us, UN-
LESS…they tell us to violate what God says. It’s then that we must choose to 

!  
★We only disobey earthly authorities, when they tell us to disobey our ULTIMATE AUTHORITY. 

1 Peter 2:13–16 (ESV)

13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor 
as supreme, 14 or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise 
those who do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to 
silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16 Live as people who are free, not using your 
freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 

As we live in purity as servants of God, our integrity, purity, & consistency will begin to in-
fluence our culture. It is when we continue to do good that we put to silence the igno-
rance of foolish people.  
While our good works are seen in public, there is something we are to do in private 
as well. Paul writes Timothy who in turn passes this message to the church he pastors. 
Purity in Public while Praying in Private 
1 Timothy 2:1–4 ESV 
1 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 
made for all people, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a 
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing 
in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all people to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.


Living Counter-Culture 
1 Peter 2:17 ESV 
17 Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.

Today we have learned we are to: 
‣ Submit to governing authorities, placed in our lives by God Himself. 
‣ Fear God as our ultimate authority & we live as HIS servants. 
‣ Pray for all people & treat them with dignity & honor, created in God’s image. 
‣ We are God’s Plan to Influence our culture. To make a difference, there must be a 

difference. 

“We are Christian, and we are American, therefore we are responsible for America.” 
Salt & Light; Kindness & Clarity; Grace & TRUTH.  

* Pray for our nation TONIGHT: 6pm at Grace Presbyterian 

Obey GOD over Government.


