1: Cultural Drift & Christian Response
Historically, those who claim Jesus have responded to the
cultural drift away from God in 3 ways: 1) Isolation
2) Compromise 3) Engagement. So what will WE do?

Examples of the cultural drift:
• The Redefinition of Marriage: The Supreme Court legalized ‘same-sex marriage’ by overturning
state laws that declared marriage as being only between a man & woman (Obergefell decision of
June 2015; by a 5 to 4 vote overruled millions of U.S. citizens voting in state ballots).
• The Redefinition of Gender: Gender is no longer determined by sex, but by desire.
• Restroom Politics: The Federal Government press states to allow ‘transgenders’ to go to whichever restroom they desire & threatens loss of federal funding for those who will not comply.
Greg Koukl calls this being ‘velocitized’: “Once a driver accelerates from, say, 30 to 60
miles per hour and settles in, he gets acclimated to his new speed and loses his true sense
of velocity. It doesn't feel as if he's moving any faster than he was at first. This is dangerous
on the highway, but it's deadly when it happens to the moral consciousness of a society.“
Our culture has been velcotized; what used to make us uncomfortable is now the norm.
What choice do WE have?
• ISOLATE from the culture.
• COMPROMISE with the culture.
When the ship is in the ocean, everything is fine. When the ocean gets into the ship,
you're in trouble. - Anonymous
• ENGAGE the culture. This is what Jesus did what He calls His disciples to do. We must…
Engage Culture without being Entangled by Culture
!

#catchthecontext Jesus is likely in the temple courts during the Feast of Tabernacles, when
huge golden lamps as high as the walls were lit in the court of women; reminders of how God
led the people of Israel through the wilderness at night by a pillar of fire. The lighting of lamps
was accompanied by festive music of the Levites and special dancing by chosen men.1
And it could have been in the midst of that, Jesus said these words.
JOHN 8:12 ESV
12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me
will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
Jesus claims to be the light of the world, and those who follow Him will not walk in
darkness (sin, purposelessness), but have the light of life (purity, purpose, & in HIM).
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Jesus calls His disciples to follow His lead.
MATTHEW 5:13 ESV
13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be
restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under
people’s feet.
Salt influences what it touches. It is said that it is scientifically impossible for salt to become flavorless. The ancient world often mixed impure substances with salt to make it go
further, and diluted it’s influence.2
Adrian Rogers “The problem is not with Hollywood, the pornographers, the liquor
dealers, the politicians and the theological liberals. The problem in this auditorium today
- saltless Christians.”
If there’s no diﬀerence, you won’t make a diﬀerence. Jesus expects His disciples to
influence culture rather than compromise with culture. They were to think differently, act differently, & REact differently. They were to engage culture without being entangled by culture.
Matthew 5:14–16 ESV
14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the
house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see
your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.
We are the plan God has to impact our culture.
Around A.D. 112 Pliny, a Roman governor, wrote to Emperor Trajan to see how to deal
with the 2nd generation Christians causing problems in his region. Christian influence
caused many of the pagan temples to become nearly deserted, severely impacting
businesses that profited from selling idols and sacrifices. Pliny writes:
"They (the Christians) were in the habit of meeting on a certain fixed day before it was
light, when they sang in alternate verses a hymn to Christ, as to a god, and bound
themselves by a solemn oath, not to any wicked deeds, but never to commit any
fraud, theft or adultery, never to falsify their word, nor deny a trust when they should
be called upon to deliver it up; after which it was their custom to separate, and then
reassemble to partake of food—but food of an ordinary and innocent kind."3
Christian influence was impacting culture, even when facing persecution.
! Engage Culture without being Entangled by Culture
What does God want you to do with what you heard today?
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