The phrases of past presidents might be remembered
by a few generations of Americans,
but the words of Jesus have been remembered
for two centuries, across cultures & continents.
Join us for the greatest sermon…ever…
The Sermon on the Mount by Jesus.
Kent Hughes “Like it or not, everyone in western civilization has been touched in some way by the Sermon on
the Mount. No one can legitimately minimize its inﬂuence…No other section of Scripture makes us face
ourselves like the Sermon on the Mount.”1
Crowds Respond to Jesus’ Teaching
Matthew 7:28–29 (NET) 28 When Jesus ﬁnished saying these things, the crowds were amazed by his
teaching, 29 because he taught them like one who had authority, not like their experts in the law.
Jesus was full of grace and truth. Jesus didn’t dilute the truth. He called people to turn from sin. But He also
extended grace, offering forgiveness to anyone who would simply trust in Him.
Before we dive in, we need to be aware of a couple of things about the Greatest Sermon Ever.
This sermon is more than just HOW we should live; it’s about WHO we should live for.
Matthew 5:1 (NET) When he saw the crowds, he went up the mountain. After he sat down his disciples
came to him. 2 Then he began to teach them…
As the norm for Jewish rabbis of His day, Jesus sat down to speak from or about the Scriptures (cf. Luke 4:20-21).2
Relationship with God
Matthew 5:2–6 (NET) 2 Then he began to teach them by saying: 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for the
kingdom of heaven belongs to them. 4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 5
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be satisﬁed.
How are these people blessed? BLESSED in this case obviously doesn’t refer to immediate health, wealth, &
happiness, but those who have received God’s favor.3 Being BLESSED isn’t about how you feel, but about how
God feels about you!4
Despite the difficulties, we have the favor of God.
BLESSED: Livin’ Forgiven & Looking Forward to Forever
The poor in spirit are those who recognize they are spiritually bankrupt before God. The PROUD in spirit come
looking to make a deal. Likewise, blessed are those who mourn, mourn over sin & mourn during tough
times, yet finding their ultimate comfort in God himself.
Luke 18:10–14 (NET) 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax
collector.11 The Pharisee stood and prayed about himself like this: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like
other people: extortionists, unrighteous people, adulterers—or even like this tax collector.12 I fast twice
a week; I give a tenth of everything I get.’ 13 The tax collector, however, stood far oﬀ and would not even
look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, be merciful to me, sinner that I am!’14 I tell you
that this man went down to his home justiﬁed rather than the Pharisee. For everyone who exalts
himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
To the poor in spirit & those who mourn, Jesus gives these encouraging words, “the kingdom of heaven
belongs to them” and “ they will be comforted.”
Blessed are the meek. Meekness has been deﬁned as: strength under control. JESUS is the greatest example
of meekness. The meek are those who are humbled before God & also choose to be humble before man.
Is your life marked by HUMILITY or PRIDE? The humble look forward to the day that they inherit the earth.
They are livin’ forgiven & looking forward to forever.
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Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. What vivid imagery! Wanting to be RIGHT
with God so badly it’s like longing for the basic needs of life - food & water! When a person is really
hungry; when a person is really thirsty, nothing else matters! It is the ONE FOCUS of their attention.
Does that look like how you approach your relationship with God? Poor in Spirit, Mourning, Meek, Hungering &
Thirsting for righteousness? Are you livin’ forgiven & looking forward to forever?
Relationships with People
Matthew 5:7-8 (NET) 7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 8 “Blessed are the pure in
heart, for they will see God
The merciful person remembers his/her own sin and how God showed mercy and extends that same
mercy to others. That mercy is seen in compassion, forgiveness, and kindness.
The pure in heart are only that way for 2 reasons: 1) God has GIVEN that person purity 2) That person
LIVES in purity. Jesus & his audience would have likely recalled Psalm 24 which asks and answers a most
important question:
Psalm 24:3–5 (CSB) 3 Who may ascend the mountain of the LORD? Who may stand in his holy place?
4 The one who has clean hands and a pure heart, who has not appealed to what is false, and who has not
sworn deceitfully. 5 He will receive blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his salvation.
These people are BLESSED: Livin’ Forgiven & Looking Forward to Forever
The ultimate payoﬀ? Those who are pure in heart will see God!!!
Those who are BLESSED - the poor in spirit, those who mourn, those who are meek, those who hunger & thirst for
righteousness, the merciful, pure in heart, and peacemakers. They want people to KNOW God, to be at PEACE
with God and with each other.
Matthew 5:9 (NET) “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the children of God.
God is the ultimate peacemaker, the one who brings His enemies back to himself. Those who follow God’s
example will be called children of God.
Matthew 5:10-12 (NET) 10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness, for the kingdom of heaven
belongs to them. 11 “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you and say all kinds of evil things about
you falsely on account of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad because your reward is great in heaven, for they persecuted the
prophets before you in the same way.
While we can expect to see some lives radically transformed forever, but we can also expect to be
persecuted, not for something we have done right, but for righteousness. This is nothing new. They
persecuted the prophets before you in same way. But why would WE be willing to face persecution?
Here’s why: because we are…Blessed - Livin’ Forgiven & Looking Forward to Forever.
The Scripture also declares a future day is coming when the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek, the
who hunger & thirst for righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, & the peacemakers who are
persecuted for their righteousness and faith in Jesus, will fully know what it means that the kingdom of
heaven belongs to them.
Looking Forward
Revelation 21:1–4 (CSB) 1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 I also saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared like a bride adorned for her husband. 3 Then I heard a loud voice from the throne:
Look, God’s dwelling is with humanity, and he will live with them. They will be his peoples, and God himself
will be with them and will be their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death will be no
more; grief, crying, and pain will be no more, because the previous things have passed away.
Until then, BLESSED are those who are…Livin’ Forgiven & Looking Forward to Forever
Are you BLESSED? Are you BLESSED? Would you like to talk more about what it means to truly follow Jesus?
Please contact Jackie (673-1582) or another follower of Jesus who will make some time to answer your
questions!

