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Follow today’s teaching notes, Scripture passages & more with your digital device (wi-fi: Worship Center Guest).  
1. Find us on the BIBLE APP. Look for EVENTS and enable location OR input our ZIP: 32340 and click on our link. 
2. Access PDF notes to teachings from: bit.ly/PDFNotes 
3. Watch FB Live and see all our notes on Fellowship Church FB page: facebook.com/fellowshipofmadison 
4. Check out our webpage: FOM.life for all kinds of info including over 400 teachings (audio & video). 

* All Scripture is from CSB (Christian Standard Bible) 
______________________________ 

As the sun goes down and that Passover Sabbath begins, thousands of Jewish people are celebrating and 
resting, but the first followers of Jesus were mourning and moping. Their hopes were dashed to the ground. Scared 
for their own lives, most of these distraught disciples protected themselves inside locked doors (Jn 20:19). 
Several of the female followers of Jesus made their way to the tomb early on Sunday morning to anoint His body 
one, last, time - wondering who might move the large stone for them that would allow them entrance (Mk 16:3). 
Unbeknownst to them, the tomb had been sealed because of a major concern the enemies of Jesus had.

Matthew 27:62–64 The next day, which followed the preparation day, the chief priests and the Pharisees 
gathered before Pilate and said, “Sir, we remember that while this deceiver was still alive he said, ‘After three 
days I will rise again.’ So give orders that the tomb be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples 
may come, steal him, and tell the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,’ and the last deception will be 
worse than the first.

According to His disciples, Jesus had many times foretold that He really WAS going to rise from the dead.

Matthew 16:21 From then on Jesus began to point out to his disciples that it was necessary for Him to go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders, chief priests, and scribes, be killed, and be raised the third day.
Matthew 17:22–23 As they were gathering together in Galilee, Jesus told them, “The Son of Man is about to be 
betrayed into the hands of men. They will kill him, and on the third day he will be raised up.” And they were 
deeply distressed.
Matthew 20:18–19 See, we are going up to Jerusalem. The Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests 
and scribes, and they will condemn him to death. They will hand him over to the Gentiles to be mocked, 
flogged, and crucified, and on the third day he will be raised.

To counter these crazy claims, Pilate told the enemies of Jesus...

Matthew 27:65-66 “You have a guard of soldiers,” Pilate told them. “Go and make it as secure as you know 
how.” They went and secured the tomb by setting a seal on the stone and placing the guards.

A guard is a Greek term referring to a small group from 4 to 16 Roman soldiers (several soldiers are obvious 
later in Mt 28:11). If anyone DOES attempt to steal Jesus’ body, they will be met with deadly force.

THAT’S NOT THE END OF THE STORY because Jesus rose from the dead! Some are convinced of that claim, while 
some are confused, and still others are critical of the resurrection.

Josh McDowell “My heart cannot rejoice in what my mind rejects.”

The risen Jesus is the Cornerstone of Christianity and Christians who are convinced the Jesus resurrected will be 
more passionate and prepared to answer the questions that others ask. 

✗ If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, then He or His disciples were LIARS, as the New Testament writings mention 
the resurrection over 300 times.   1

BIG TRUTH: If He rose from the dead, we can trust what He said. 

 Gary Habermas. YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jc-YBIG8EMg1

BEST DAY EVER! 
The first followers of Jesus had many incredible experiences with 
Jesus, but their hope in Him was obliterated when He was buried. 

Today we discover one historical event that transformed that wicked 
weekend ever into the Best Day Ever!



4 Facts that Historical Scholars Agree On:

1. Jesus died on the cross and was buried.  
This is a historical fact undisputed by credible scholarship. What IS disputed is to WHY Jesus was crucified. 

• Some say Jesus was killed as a false teacher. Others say Jesus was killed because people misunderstood His 
message. Many in our day claim that Jesus died as an act of love. While this was the ultimate act of love, it was 
much more than that. Here’s what the followers of Jesus taught about His death.

John 1:29 “Here is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!

Just hours before His death, Jesus had the Passover meal with His disciples. 

Matthew 26:26–28 As they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, gave it to the disciples, and 
said, “Take and eat it; this is my body.” Then He took a cup, and after giving thanks, He gave it to them and 
said, “Drink from it, all of you. For this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the 
forgiveness of sins.

   3 important truths: 1) Our sin is SERIOUS. 2) People are PRECIOUS. 3) And Our God is GRACIOUS.
2. The tomb was EMPTY & the body of Jesus was never found. 
Just 3 Jewish days after the burial of Jesus, all the Jewish skeptics and Roman soldiers had to do was PRODUCE 
THE BODY and parade it around the streets. Of course, they couldn’t because, as scholars recognize, the tomb 
was EMPTY & the body of Jesus was never found.

What happened to the Body?
• Stolen Body? This means the disciples of Jesus had to get past the Romans, remove the body, announce that 

Jesus was alive and - for the rest of their lives - face persecution and death. If you were about to die for a lie - 
you KNEW Jesus wasn’t alive; you KNEW where his body was, wouldn’t you give it up? 

Chuck Colson: “I know the resurrection is a fact, and Watergate proved it to me. How? Because 12 men testified 
they had seen Jesus raised from the dead, then they proclaimed that truth for 40 years, never once denying it. 
Every one was beaten, tortured, stoned and put in prison. They would not have endured that if it weren’t true. 
Watergate embroiled 12 of the most powerful men in the world-and they couldn’t keep a lie for three weeks. 
You’re telling me 12 apostles could keep a lie for 40 years? Absolutely impossible.”

• Swoon? This theorizes that Jesus never really died, he just looked dead. He was buried and revived and then 
showed himself to the disciples, who concluded he had risen. Beyond the Romans knowing how to kill, what 
about the spear shoved into Jesus’ chest ( Jn 19:34)? What if Jesus survived all that? He must move a 2000 lb 
stone without a lever - uphill - with ripped up wrists and feet, get past the Roman Marines, and con his disciples 
into believing he has resurrected? Have you ever SEEN someone a couple of days after being beaten badly? Do 
they look BETTER or WORSE?

• Resurrection? The women arrive at the tomb and Jesus’ body is no longer laying in it. And there’s a GOOD 
REASON. That’s because...

3. The disciples claimed to interact with the resurrected Jesus. 
This is an incredible claim - claiming to have seen, talked with, and even eaten with a man who died a few days 
back. Whether or not they actually saw the risen Jesus, that the disciples of Jesus claimed to interact with 
resurrected Jesus is an undisputed fact of history. 

• If making this story up, why would all 4 Gospel accounts mention women as the first to see the risen Jesus (Mt 
28:1-10; Mk 16:1-8; Lk 24:1-12; Jn 20:1-18), women’s testimony was not considered reliable in a court of law?2

Paul - a former CRITIC and persecutor of Christianity
1 Corinthians 15:3–8 For I passed on to you as most important what I also received: that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve. Then He appeared to over five hundred 
brothers and sisters at one time; most of them are still alive, but some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to 
James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one born at the wrong time, he also appeared to me. 

*all the apostles is likely referring to the 120 disciples that would be “sent out” (the meaning of “apostle).

 Douglas Sean O’Donnell, Matthew: All Authority in Heaven and on Earth, ed. R. Kent Hughes, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2013), 899.2



4. The resurrection transformed the disciples. 
Peter and John were the first apostles to respond to the women’s incredible claim that Jesus’ body was gone (Jn 
20:3-10), running to the tomb to see for themselves. They return to lock themselves away from enemies (Jn 20:10). 
Meanwhile, Jesus appears to the women in the garden (Jn 20:11-17) who return to testify to seeing the risen Jesus 
(Jn 20:18). 

The worst weekend ever ushered in THE BEST DAY EVER!
John 20:19–20 When it was evening on that first day of the week, the disciples were gathered together with the 
doors locked because they feared the Jews. Jesus came, stood among them, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
Having said this, he showed them his hands and his side. So the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.

After Jesus ascended to heaven, the once frightened followers of Jesus, the same ones who once hid behind 
locked doors in fear for their lives, stood with boldness before the very people who put Jesus to death! Peter & 
John are enabled to heal a lame man by the risen Jesus at the temple, where their greatest enemies worked. 
Peter and John share the good news of Jesus with those who come to see what happened. All this occurs in 
Jerusalem - the place where Jesus had been tried, convicted, beaten, crucified, and buried.  

Acts 4:1–12 While they were speaking to the people, the priests, the captain of the temple police, and the 
Sadducees confronted them, because they were annoyed that they were teaching the people and proclaiming 
in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. So they seized them and took them into custody until the next day 
since it was already evening. But many of those who heard the message believed, and the number of the men 
came to about five thousand. The next day, their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem with Annas 
the high priest, Caiaphas, John, Alexander, and all the members of the high-priestly family. After they had Peter 
and John stand before them, they began to question them: “By what power or in what name have you done 
this?” Then Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit and said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders: If we are 
being examined today about a good deed done to a disabled man, by what means he was healed, let it be 
known to all of you and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you 
crucified and whom God raised from the dead—by Him this man is standing here before you healthy. This 
Jesus is the stone rejected by you builders, which has become the cornerstone. There is salvation in no one else, for 
there is no other name under heaven given to people by which we must be saved.” 

Convinced that Jesus was ALIVE, these men are now willing to stand before the ones they used to hide from!  
The resurrection transformed the disciples.

They lived EVERYDAY with this reality on the front burner of their minds...

BIG TRUTH: If He rose from the dead, we can trust what He said. 
• If Jesus says He will never leave those who follow Him...then WE can trust that.

• If Jesus says there really is a heaven & hell, and judgment is coming…then WE can trust that.

• If Jesus commands us to walk in the forgiveness He died to pay for and offer His forgiveness to others…then 
WE should do THAT!

• If Jesus expects us to serve our family, friends, and even enemies...then WE should do THAT!

BIG QUESTION: What difference does the Risen Jesus make in my Daily Decisions? 
• Do you turn from sin & obey because Jesus is alive?

• Do you serve & give because Jesus is alive? 

• Do you forgive others because Jesus is alive?

• Do you share with others because Jesus is alive?

heretoserveyou                                                                 
Have questions and need some help? …real soon…how about now? Please call or text us soon! 
* Contact Jackie (850-673-1582), Justin (704-618-6144), Christy (673-9764), or another follower of Jesus soon!  
* Or call our deacons & wives: Alan & Christy Androski (464-1428), Steve & Debbie Bass (673-7952),  
    Tim & Joni Hughey (464-1156), Mark & Dot Mancil (253-5405), Boss & Amelia Mulkey (464-6717),  
    Jim & Derita Pinkard (464-6188), Fain & Linda Poppell (464-1282), or Tom & Martha Waddail (973-0011).  


