
 

teachingnotes                                                                                                                                 
Follow today’s teaching notes, Scripture passages & more with your digital device (wi-fi available ‘Worship Center Guest’).  
1. Find us on the BIBLE APP. Look for EVENTS and enable location OR input our ZIP: 32340 and click on our link. 
2. Access PDF notes to teachings from: bit.ly/PDFNotes 
3. Watch FB Live and see all our notes on Fellowship Church FB page: facebook.com/fellowshipofmadison 

* All Scripture is from CSB (Christian Standard Bible) 
______________________ 

Let’s look at THE BIG REVEAL, the entrance of the Messiah whom the Jewish people had long been awaiting; and 
may we see this ancient story with fresh eyes. 

Luke 2:1–5 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole empire should be 
registered.  This first registration took place while Quirinius was governing Syria.  So everyone went to be 
registered, each to his own town.  Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee, to Judea, to the 
city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family line of David,  to be 
registered along with Mary, who was engaged to him and was pregnant.  

Engaged? They weren’t married yet? 
According to Matthew’s account, they were married but did not make it official by consummating the marriage 
until after Jesus was born (Matthew 1:24–25), hence Luke calls them engaged. 

Bethlehem, the City of David 
The Messiah was to be born in the family lineage of King David to fulfill the promise of establishing an eternal 
dynasty (Psalm 89:3–4). Further, the city of David is Bethlehem, where David was from (about 5 miles south of 
Jerusalem). According to Matthew’s gospel (Matthew 2:4–6), many of the religious leaders in Jerusalem expected 
the Messiah to be born in  Bethlehem as prophesied by Micah 5:2. 

Matthew 2:6 And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah: 
Because out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.” [see Micah 5:2] 

Bethlehem: Beth = house; lehem = of bread. We could say that “the Bread of life” ( Jn 6:35) was born in a small 
town called “the house of bread.” 

Bethlehem is also the place where Kind David was a shepherd for his father’s sheep (1 Samuel 17:15). So this 
small town of Bethlehem is the place where the prophesied Messiah would be born into the family of King David 
and shepherd His Father’s sheep - the people of Israel! 

Luke 2:6-7 While they were there, the time came for her to give birth. Then she gave birth to her firstborn son, and 
she wrapped him tightly in cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 

The text doesn’t imply that this is the couple’s first night in Bethlehem. They likely had been there several days. 

NO GUEST ROOM? 
Mary & Joseph weren’t denied entrance into an “inn” (KJV wrongly renders this Greek term: katalyma), which is 
better translated as guest room (as it is here in the CSB). 

• The same Greek term is again used by the same writer (Dr. Luke) only 1 other time - referring the guest room 
for the Last Supper Passover meal (Lk 22:11, also mentioned in Mk 14:14).  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TAKE YOUR OWN NOTES HERE 

THE BIG REVEAL 
If the King of Creation was to make His entrance  
to Earth, what do you think that should look like?  
Like the people in Jesus’ day, we wouldn’t expect  

The BIG REVEAL to happen like it did. 



BUT, WHAT ABOUT THE MANGER? 
There was a manger present - a feeding trough, but this wasn’t because Mary and Joseph in a stable. Instead, 
they were likely in the home of a family member, staying on the bottom floor where the animals were kept at 
night, as the guest room was already taken. 

✓Archaeology shows homes of that time were built on a one or two-level plan, where the bottom level was 
multi-functional as a kitchen, dining & living room during the day, but where the animals came in for safety 
and warmth in the evening. The main bedroom & guest room were separated by walls or located upstairs 
(compare the room for Elijah in 2 Kgs 4:8–10). 

Since guest rooms of homes weren’t available, Joseph and Mary slept near animals in the home, which accounts 
for the manger to which Jesus was laid after He was born. The King of Creation (Jn 1:3 and  Col 1:15-16), now 
puts on skin and lies in a feeding trough! 

Luci Shaw: Quiet he lies whose vigor hurled a universe. He sleeps whose eyelids have not closed before.  1

God chooses to invite less than respectable people 
Luke 2:8–9 In the same region, shepherds were staying out in the fields and keeping watch at night over their 
flock. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified.  

Angels in the Scripture (when not appearing as human) are conquering warriors whose faces shine like lightning, 
creatures who have been known to put people to death! 

These angels aren’t appearing to pure priests, but stinky shepherds - people who in general were considered 
dishonest and unclean. 

Robert Stein: “They [shepherds] represent the outcasts and sinners for whom Jesus came. Such outcasts 
were the first recipients of the good news.”  2

Luke 2:10-16 But the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for look, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people: Today in the city of David a Savior was born for you, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This 
will be the sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped tightly in cloth and lying in a manger.” Suddenly there was a 
multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God and saying: Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 
peace on earth to people he favors! When the angels had left them and returned to heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let’s go straight to Bethlehem and see what has happened, which the Lord has made known to 
us.” They hurried off and found both Mary and Joseph, and the baby who was lying in the manger. 

Can you imagine this moment? Stinky shepherds whom they had never seen before…what could THEY want? 

Luke 2:17–19 (CSB) After seeing them, they reported the message they were told about this Child, and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary was treasuring up all these things in 
her heart and meditating on them. 

What was reported that amazed them so much? The message that amazed them is WHO the angels proclaimed 
this Baby to be! It’s the BIG REVEAL!  
The newborn in the manger is “a Savior was born for you, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” (Luke 2:11) 

Sinners need a Savior…and The Promised One is HERE!  

John 3:16 (NET) For this is the way God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. 

This is why Luke 2:20 says the shepherds went home praising God - God had REVEALED Himself to them! And 
they had HOPE in WHO JESUS WAS! 

Is that TRUE of YOU? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
TAKE YOUR OWN NOTES HERE 
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heretoserveyou                                                                 
Have questions and need some help? …real soon…how about now? Please call or text us soon! 
* Contact Jackie (850-673-1582), Justin (704-618-6144), Christy (673-9764), or another follower of Jesus soon!  

* Or call our deacons & wives: Steve & Debbie Bass (673-7952), Freddy & Joyce Howard (973-0047), Jere & 
Darlene Burnette (673-1888) , Fain & Linda Poppell (464-1282) , Jim & Derita Pinkard (464-6188), or Boss & 
Amelia Mulkey (464-6717). 

O COME, O COME, Emmanuel 
O come, O come, Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear 
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel 

O HOLY NIGHT 
O holy night, the stars are brightly shining 
It is the night of the dear Savior's birth! 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining 
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope the weary soul rejoices 
For yonder breaks  
a new and glorious morn! 
Fall on your knees 
Oh hear the angel voices 
Oh night divine 
Oh night when Christ was born 
Oh night divine 
Oh night divine 
Truly He taught us to love one another 
His law is love and His gospel is peace 
Chains shall He break  
for the slave is our brother 
And in His name all oppression shall cease 
Sweet hymns of joy  
in grateful chorus raise we, 
Let all within us praise His holy name  
Fall on your knees 
Oh hear the angel voices 
Oh night divine 
Oh night when Christ was born 
Oh night divine 
Oh night divine 

JOY TO THE WORLD 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come 
Let earth receive her King! 
Let every heart prepare Him room 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing 
Joy to the world! The Savior reigns 
Let men their songs employ 
While fields and floods 
Rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy 
He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 
And glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders, wonders of His love 


