As we close the book on
Acts, The Unfinished Story,
we are reminded that we have been tasked
to take the Gospel to the Planet in the power
of the Spirit. The only question is…
will God find US faithful to partner with Him?
Take the Gospel to the Planet in the power of the Spirit.
Marching Orders
Acts 1:8 (NET) But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the farthest
parts of the earth.”
The Gospel message was launched from Jerusalem and taken all the way to Rome, and today
we see the end of that journey.
Context: Paul, along with the rest of the soldiers, sailors, & prisoners, had shipwrecked on the
island of Malta. While waiting for the winter weather to calm down, Paul was healing people in
Jesus’ Name. 28:13-14: After 3 months the ship was again able to set sail for Rome with several
stops, finally disembarking at Puteoli.
Acts 28:14–16 (NET) 14 There we found
some brothers and were invited to stay
with them seven days. And in this way we
came to Rome.15 The brothers from
there, when they heard about us, came as
far as the Forum of Appius and Three
Taverns to meet us. When he saw them,
Paul thanked God and took courage. 16
When we entered Rome, Paul was allowed to live by himself, with the soldier
who was guarding him.
Some brothers take care of Paul all the
way to Rome, where he is given great
freedom, able to live in a house watched
by a soldier.
28:17-19 Paul calls together the local Jewish leaders of Rome to tell them of his unjust treatment by other Jews leading him to appeal to Caesar. But until that day, Paul is ON MISSION,
taking the Gospel to the planet in the power of the Spirit.

Acts 28:20 (NET) 20 So for this reason I have asked to see you and speak with you, for I am
bound with this chain because of the hope of Israel.”
The hope of Israel is the Gospel of Jesus! Look at Paul’s heartbeat for his Jewish people.
Romans 9:2–4b (NET) 2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.3 For I could
wish that I myself were accursed—cut oﬀ from Christ—for the sake of my people, my
fellow countrymen,4 who are Israelites.
What kind of LOVE is that - giving up salvation if that’s what it takes for another to receive it!
Everywhere Paul went he looked to share the message of Jesus with Jews ﬁrst (Rom. 1:16) and
Rome was no diﬀerent. Paul was unsure whether these Roman Jews had been inﬂuenced by
those who hated Paul so much back in Judea.
Acts 28:21–23 (NET) 21 They replied, “We have received no letters from Judea about you, nor
have any of the brothers come from there and reported or said anything bad about you.
22 But we would like to hear from you what you think, for regarding this sect we know that
people everywhere speak against it.” 23 They set a day to meet with him, and they came to
him where he was staying in even greater numbers. From morning until evening he explained things to them, testifying about the kingdom of God and trying to convince them
about Jesus from both the law of Moses and the prophets.
Paul was explaining who Jesus was from morning until evening, using the Scriptures in an
attempt to convince them about Jesus. Paul was able to give sound reasons WHY he believed
WHO Jesus was. Are you able to do that? Have you taken the time to consider WHY you believe
WHAT you believe?
Josh McDowell “My heart cannot rejoice in what my mind rejects.”
2 of 3 Responses to the Gospel
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Some were convinced by what he said, but others refused to believe.

1) Some were convinced and responded by believing the message of Jesus.
2) Others refused to believe. At this point they weren’t interested in hearing any more.
3) Still others likely left chewing on what they heard, interested in hearing more at a later time.
Acts 28:25-28 (NET) 25 So they began to leave, unable to agree among themselves, after Paul
made one last statement: “The Holy Spirit spoke rightly to your ancestors through the
prophet Isaiah 26 when he said, ‘Go to this people and say, “You will keep on hearing, but will
never understand, and you will keep on looking, but will never perceive. 27 For the heart of this
people has become dull, and their ears are hard of hearing, and they have closed their eyes, so
that they would not see with their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart
and turn, and I would heal them.” ’ 28 “Therefore be advised that this salvation from God has
been sent to the Gentiles; they will listen!”
Dull hearts, deaf ears, & closed eyes frustrated Paul everywhere he went and ultimately led
him to Gentiles - people who would LISTEN & RESPOND.
Go to those who LISTEN & RESPOND to the gospel message. They are out there!

Acts 28:30-31 (NET) 30 Paul lived there two whole years in his own rented quarters and welcomed all who came to him, 31 proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the
Lord Jesus Christ with complete boldness and without restriction.
Think about where Paul’s journey through Acts - a persecutor of Jesus changes jerseys and becomes the MVP of the Gospel movement. Paul faced beatings, shipwrecks, trials, & murder attempts. Yet despite all that, he continues to teaching about His HERO, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Luke ends his sequel Luke/Acts with Paul still awaiting trial in Rome. It is believed that Paul
was later released, but within just a few short years was beheaded under the Roman Caesar
Nero. Yet despite Paul’s imprisonment and death at the hands of Roman soldiers, the Gospel
message of Jesus wasn’t imprisoned nor snuﬀed out (2 Tim. 2:8-9). The message spread as
disciples of the original disciples chose to…

Take the Gospel to the Planet in the power of the Spirit.
1. Are you convinced of the Christian claims? GOD, MAN, SIN, JESUS, JUDGMENT? KNOWING the
Christian claims & TRUSTING CHRIST are 2 different things.
2. Have you turned from sin and TRUSTED Jesus? No one comes to the kingdom unless like a
child (Luke 18:15–17) - TRUST HIM.
3. Are you seeking the Lord Jesus and walking with some brothers and sisters who encourage you to grow in Him? Paul didn’t do it alone & you aren’t intended to either.
4. Are you praying and pursuing opportunities to share Jesus with others, even if it could cost
you? WHO are you praying for & looking for opportunities to share with?

