As we move into a new year, we must
get back to what matters most,
to re-tune & re-focus
on the ONE who is FOUND FAITHFUL
to do what He has promised.

BIG TRUTH: Our Faithfulness is an Evidence of the ONE Found Faithful.
There is MORE EVIDENCE of God than us, but our faithfulness is AN evidence of HIS faithfulness.
CONTEXT: Paul being shipped to Rome, to plead his case & share the Gospel with Caesar in Rome.

27:1-8 We read the log of the voyage that included Paul, Aristarchus, Luke (notice “we” in v. 3),
Julius the centurion, soldiers under his command, & other prisoners. All was well at ﬁrst. Julius
treated Paul well and the voyage was safe. The men boarded another ship from Myra with
many others on board. It was a bad time to be sailing and Paul warned the centurion about it,
but he didn’t listen.
Acts 27:9–11 9 Since considerable time had passed and the voyage was now dangerous because the fast was already over, Paul advised them,10 “Men, I can see the voyage is going to
end in disaster and great loss not only of the cargo and the ship, but also of our lives.” 11 But
the centurion was more convinced by the captain and the ship’s owner than by what Paul said.
Attempting to make it to Phoenix to spend the winter there, a strong wind drove them the opposite way past the small island of Cauda (v.16).

Acts 27:18–20 18 The next day, because we were violently battered by the storm, they began
throwing the cargo overboard,19 and on the third day they threw the ship’s gear overboard
with their own hands. 20 When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days and a violent
storm continued to batter us, we ﬁnally abandoned all hope of being saved.
There is another time when a prophet of God was in a boat that was in danger, when the cargo was thrown into the sea (Jonah 1:4-5). Both men were tasked with going to preach to imperial cities (Jonah to Nineveh & Paul to Rome).
Jonah was RUNNING FROM that task & Paul was RUNNING TO that task.
When it’s obvious that these guys are in trouble, Paul reminds them ‘I told you so’ (v.21), and
then encourages them with these words:
Acts 27:22–26 22 And now I advise you to keep up your courage, for there will be no loss of
life among you, but only the ship will be lost.23 For last night an angel of the God to whom I
belong and whom I serve came to me 24 and said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul! You must stand
before Caesar, and God has graciously granted you the safety of all who are sailing with
you.’ 25 Therefore keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will be just as I
have been told. 26 But we must run aground on some island.”
Following Jesus isn't always smooth sailing. Paul had been shipwrecked 3 times, beaten many
times, verbally abused, hungry, & run out of town many times. (2 Corinthians 11:25) Remember that part about taking up your CROSS?
* Diﬃcult days it is NOT evidence that God is displeased with you. Asking this next question
might help you realize that the CHRISTIAN LIFE is not always a COMFORTABLE LIFE:
AM I CARRYING THE CROSS? Am I dying to sin and living for Him?

27:27-32 After 14 life-threatening days at sea the sailors were planning to escape in smaller
craft lowered down from the ship. When Paul warns the centurion of the plot, the soldiers cut
the ropes and let the small boat drift away.
Acts 27:33–37 33 As day was about to dawn, Paul urged them all to take some food, saying,
“Today is the fourteenth day you have been in suspense and have gone without food; you
have eaten nothing.34 Therefore I urge you to take some food, for this is important for your
survival. For not one of you will lose a hair from his head.” 35 After he said this, Paul took
bread and gave thanks to God in front of them all, broke it, and began to eat. 36 So all of
them were encouraged and took food themselves.
Struggling to stay alive the last 14 days, no one had taken time to eat. And now, in the middle
of the storm Paul stood and gave thanks to God for the food. Paul is actually acting like God is
going to be FOUND FAITHFUL. This will not be their last meal, but one to give strength for what is
coming. The other men on board follow his lead and chow down.
God uses storms in our lives to prove His presence to others? Christians and non-Christians go
through the same storm, yet with very diﬀerent hope.

BIG TRUTH: Our Faithfulness is an Evidence of the ONE Found Faithful.
People all around us are searching for hope and YOU HOLD IT!
27:38-42 After dumping the remaining food so they could run the ship closer to land, the large
ship comes to a sudden halt while the prisoners get ready to jump into the waters to swim to
land. The soldiers expect to kill the prisoners rather than let them escape.
Acts 27:43–44 (NET) 43 But the centurion, wanting to save Paul’s life, prevented them from
carrying out their plan. He ordered those who could swim to jump overboard ﬁrst and get to
land,44 and the rest were to follow, some on planks and some on pieces of the ship. And in
this way all were brought safely to land.
Once again God’s promises are true and God is FOUND FAITHFUL. God had promised they
would be safe, and they were. Paul could TRUST what God said...and so can YOU!
We can’t claim that every promise God gave Paul has been given to US, but we should be reminded that God has long been FOUND FAITHFUL in the past, and He’ll be FOUND
FAITHFUL in the future.
• WE have HIS promise that “I will never leave you nor forsake you” (Heb. 13:5).
• The cross points to His sacriﬁcial love for us!
• We have the promise of joy in this life & hope for the next.
• We have the Presence of the Holy Spirit and the Promise of JESUS RETURNING!

Saved from the sea, saved from the Roman soldiers, now safely on land, THIS happens.
Acts 28:3–6 3 When Paul had gathered a bundle of brushwood and was putting it on the fire, a
viper came out because of the heat and fastened itself on his hand. 4 When the local people saw
the creature hanging from Paul’s hand, they said to one another, “No doubt this man is a murderer! Although he has escaped from the sea, Justice herself has not allowed him to live!” 5 However, Paul shook the creature off into the fire and suffered no harm.6 But they were expecting
that he was going to swell up or suddenly drop dead. So after they had waited a long time and
had seen nothing unusual happen to him, they changed their minds and said he was a god.
How would YOU respond to that? Paul no doubt clariﬁes that there is only ONE God...and Paul
is NOT Him. * See past responses by Peter Acts 10:24-26) & Paul (Acts 14:8-18).
Acts 28:7–10 7 Now in the region around that place were ﬁelds belonging to the chief oﬃcial
of the island, named Publius, who welcomed us and entertained us hospitably as guests for
three days. 8 The father of Publius lay sick in bed, suﬀering from fever and dysentery. Paul
went in to see him and after praying, placed his hands on him and healed him. 9 After
this had happened, many of the people on the island who were sick also came and were
healed.10 They also bestowed many honors, and when we were preparing to sail, they gave
us all the supplies we needed.
The next verse (v.11) tells us they stayed for 3 months wintering at the island. Luke gives NO
DETAIL into what Paul said during that time, but once again, there is NO DOUBT that He spoke
often of Jesus and pointed those being healed in body to the healing Jesus would bring to their
souls. Paul once again experiences the reality of God FOUND FAITHFUL.
And through it all, Paul’s faithfulness was an evidence of the ONE found faithful.

BIG TRUTH: Our Faithfulness is an Evidence of the ONE Found Faithful.
Remind one another of God’s Faithfulness in the past.

