There isn’t much that speaks louder than
THE POWER OF A CHANGED LIFE. Rather
than sit the sidelines, we are reminded
that God saved us to send us to a world
looking for real purpose & lasting peace.

BIG TRUTH: God saved us to send us.
Beggars who have found the BREAD OF LIFE can’t keep it to themselves! They must tell others
who are starving. Rather than sit the sidelines, God saved us to send us to a world looking for
real purpose & lasting peace.
Context: Festus has now taken over for Governor Felix. Paul is still in custody in Caesarea after
already being there 2 years. Festus does what any governor over the Jewish people would do;
he makes his way to Jerusalem for a few days to pay respects & rub shoulders with senior Jewish leaders. While in Jerusalem, the Jews asked the new governor for a favor - for Paul to be
tried…IN JERUSALEM. Once again, their plan is to kill him before he ever gets there (v.3). When
Festus asks Paul if he’s willing to go back to Jerusalem here’s how Paul responds:
Acts 25:10–14 (NET) 10 Paul replied, “I am standing before Caesar’s judgment seat, where I
should be tried. I have done nothing wrong to the Jews, as you also know very well.11 If then I
am in the wrong and have done anything that deserves death, I am not trying to escape dying, but if not one of their charges against me is true, no one can hand me over to them. I
appeal to Caesar!”12 Then, after conferring with his council, Festus replied, “You have appealed to Caesar; to Caesar you will go!” 13 After several days had passed, King Agrippa and
Bernice arrived at Caesarea to pay their respects to Festus.14 While they were staying there
many days, Festus explained Paul’s case to the king to get his opinion, saying, “There is a
man left here as a prisoner by Felix.
This was King Agrippa II,
• the great grandson of Herod the Great - the king who murdered babies while trying to have
Jesus killed shortly after His birth.
• Agrippa’s great-uncle (Antipas) had John the Baptist beheaded.
• His father, Agrippa I, executed James the apostle & imprisoned Peter (intending to kill him).
Agrippa’s sister, Bernice, was with him. Their incestuous relationship became the gossip of
Rome, according to the Jewish historian Josephus.1
King Agrippa and Bernice arrived at Caesarea to pay their respects to Festus. Agrippa’s
presence is especially helpful because of his knowledge of the Jewish people. And although
Agrippa didn’t have control over Judea, he had been given control of the temple treasury and the
right to appoint the high priest as the Romans considered him an expert on Jewish affairs.2 As
such, this was prime time for Festus to get his opinion on what should happen with Paul.
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What’s the Problem?
Acts 25:18–23 (NET) 18 When his accusers stood up, they did not charge him with any of the
evil deeds I had suspected.19 Rather they had several points of disagreement with him about
their own religion and about a man named Jesus who was dead, whom Paul claimed to be
alive. 20 Because I was at a loss how I could investigate these matters, I asked if he were willing
to go to Jerusalem and be tried there on these charges.21 But when Paul appealed to be kept in
custody for the decision of His Majesty the Emperor, I ordered him to be kept under guard
until I could send him to Caesar.”22 Agrippa said to Festus, “I would also like to hear the man
myself.” “Tomorrow,” he replied, “you will hear him.” 23 So the next day Agrippa and Bernice
came with great pomp and entered the audience hall, along with the senior military officers
and the prominent men of the city. When Festus gave the order, Paul was brought in.
What was all the fuss about? How could the case of ONE JEWISH MAN warrant such an audience mighty military men, prestigious officials & politicians? Who was Paul to compete with all that?
Paul carries the message of Jesus which is about take center-stage in front of this audacious audience.
vv. 24-27 Festus clariﬁes the reason for this trial saying he is sending Paul to the Emperor but
not without clarifying the charges against him.
Paul Shares His Story
Acts 26:1–15 (NET) 1 So Agrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to speak for yourself.”
Then Paul held out his hand and began his defense: 2 “Regarding all the things I have been
accused of by the Jews, King Agrippa, I consider myself fortunate that I am about to make my
defense before you today, 3 because you are especially familiar with all the customs and controversial issues of the Jews. Therefore I ask you to listen to me patiently. 4 Now all the Jews
know the way I lived from my youth, spending my life from the beginning among my own
people and in Jerusalem.5 They know, because they have known me from time past, if they
are willing to testify, that according to the strictest party of our religion, I lived as a Pharisee.
6 And now I stand here on trial because of my hope in the promise made by God to our ancestors,7 a promise that our twelve tribes hope to attain as they earnestly serve God night
and day. Concerning this hope the Jews are accusing me, Your Majesty!8 Why do you people
think it is unbelievable that God raises the dead? 9 Of course, I myself was convinced that it
was necessary to do many things hostile to the name of Jesus the Nazarene. 10 And that is
what I did in Jerusalem: Not only did I lock up many of the saints in prisons by the authority I
received from the chief priests, but I also cast my vote against them when they were sentenced to death.11 I punished them often in all the synagogues and tried to force them to
blaspheme. Because I was so furiously enraged at them, I went to persecute them even in
foreign cities. 12 “While doing this very thing, as I was going to Damascus with authority and
complete power from the chief priests, 13 about noon along the road, Your Majesty, I saw a
light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining everywhere around me and those traveling
with me. 14 When we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic,
‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? You are hurting yourself by kicking against the
goads.’ 15 So I said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And the Lord replied, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting.
Paul once persecuted followers of Jesus because he believed Jesus was DEAD…but NOW…
things have changed. Jesus himself was speaking to him. Until this moment Paul was, like a
stubborn animal, kicking against the goads - pointy sticks that directed him a direction he

didn’t want to go. * Have YOU ever done that? God is putting people in your path to tell you
the truth. God is directing you to walk in purity, but you’ve been kicking against the TRUTH!???
You might know the rest of the story, as this is now the third time the reader hears of Paul's
conversion (also see 9:3–8; 22:6–11).
Paul’s Mission
Acts 26:16-18 (NET) 16 But get up and stand on your feet, for I have appeared to you for this
reason, to designate you in advance as a servant and witness to the things you have seen
and to the things in which I will appear to you. 17 I will rescue you from your own people and
from the Gentiles, to whom I am sending you 18 to open their eyes so that they turn from
darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a share among those who are sanctiﬁed by faith in me.’
Jesus saves & sends Paul to turn from darkness to light, from Satan to God, to receive forgiveness of sins.
JESUS SAYS: “I have appeared to you…I will rescue you…I am sending you…sanctified by faith IN ME”
“Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, 20 but I declared to
those in Damascus ﬁrst, and then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and to the Gentiles,
that they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds consistent with repentance.
21 For this reason the Jews seized me in the temple courts and were trying to kill me. 22 I have
experienced help from God to this day, and so I stand testifying to both small and great, saying nothing except what the prophets and Moses said was going to happen: 23 that the Christ
was to suﬀer and be the ﬁrst to rise from the dead, to proclaim light both to our people and
to the Gentiles.” 24 As Paul was saying these things in his defense, Festus exclaimed loudly,
“You have lost your mind, Paul! Your great learning is driving you insane!” 25 But Paul replied,
“I have not lost my mind, most excellent Festus, but am speaking true and rational words.
26 For the king knows about these things, and I am speaking freely to him, because I cannot
believe that any of these things has escaped his notice, for this was not done in a corner.
This isn’t about having a BLIND FAITH, but a reasonable trust…that Jesus actually rose from the
dead. Once heartbroken, distraught, & hopeless, countless people claim to SEE JESUS ALIVE!!!!
And now this is Paul’s claim. King Agrippa wasn’t ignorant of this claim. Jesus had suffered &
risen from the dead…and this was not done in a corner (e.g. in secret).
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Paul, Persuasive & Prayerful
Acts 26:27-29 (NET) 27 Do you believe the prophets, King Agrippa? I know that you believe.”
28 Agrippa said to Paul, “In such a short time are you persuading me to become a Christian?”
29 Paul replied, “I pray to God that whether in a short or a long time not only you but also all
those who are listening to me today could become such as I am, except for these chains.”
Notice 2 things that Paul was doing.
1) Paul was PERSUADING his audience of the GOOD REASONS to trust Jesus. (Jesus fulﬁlled
old prophecies & has resurrected from the dead!)
2) Paul was PERSUADING, but Paul was also PRAYING.
Paul wants them to follow his example, to:
• believe on Jesus - SAVED by their trust in Him
• be bold enough to tell others - SENT out to share the message of Jesus.

BIG TRUTH: God saved us to send us.
• Have you been SAVED by the Lord Jesus? Have you repented and turned to God, performing deeds consistent with repentance (v.20)?
• If you have, are you keeping that to yourself or do you understand that God SAVED us to
SEND us? Who are YOU PERSUADING & PRAYING will be SAVED & SENT? Do you have any
names that the Lord hears often from your lips?
We know of NO LIVES CHANGED the day of Paul’s trial, but how many seeds were planted?
Paul had been faithful, and Jesus would be faithful to honor His promise earlier when he said,
Acts 23:11 (NET) …“Have courage, for just as you have testiﬁed about me in Jerusalem, so
you must also testify in Rome.”
Acts 26:30-32 (NET) 30 So the king got up, and with him the governor and Bernice and those
sitting with them, 31 and as they were leaving they said to one another, “This man is not doing anything deserving death or imprisonment.” 32 Agrippa said to Festus, “This man could
have been released if he had not appealed to Caesar.”

BIG TRUTH: God saved us to send us.
1) Start with the Scriptures ﬁrst each day. (Gospels, James, 1 John)
2) Start preparing & praying to share your faith with others. Ask another Christian for
help. Join a Growth Group on Sunday mornings (new young couples on Jan. 7) @ 10am or the
Ladies or GUYS GROUP (starting back on Jan. 10 on Wed. nights).

