
teachingnotes                                                                                                                                 
Follow today’s teaching notes, Scripture passages & more with your digital device (wi-fi: Worship Center Guest).  
1. Open phone camera and zoom in on the QR code pic to the right. OPEN our VISUAL NOTES. 
2. Access PDF notes to teachings from: bit.ly/PDFNotes 
3. Watch FB Live & see teaching notes on our FB page: facebook.com/fellowshipofmadison 
4. Check out our webpage: FOM.life (including over 500 teachings - audio & video). 

* Bible Translation: NIV (New International Version) 

ADVENT 
Advent is derived from the Latin word adventus meaning “coming” or “arrival.” Early Christians who used this 
term referring to both the 1st  coming of Jesus (birth) and the 2nd coming of Jesus (future return). 

Can you imagine a KING showing up Incognito, blending in and living like everyone else?  

That’s the storyline that goes WAY BACK to the Arrival of the King. 

Remember Joseph’s dream?
Matthew 1:20–24 (NIV) But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save 
his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin 
will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). When 
Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But 
he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.

The Journey to Bethlehem 
Luke 2:1–4 (NIV)
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This 
was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to their own 
town to register. So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town 
of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 

This was quite a journey for a lady about to give birth. This is not a flat land with straight roads. The most direct 
route from Nazareth to Jerusalem was about 70 miles south (the longer route bypassing Samaria was 90 miles).   1

No Scriptures put Mary on a donkey. As a poor family (evidenced by offering of the poor - 2 birds in Lk 2:24; Lev 
12:6-8), it is more likely that this pregnant woman walked these many miles over the course of a week-long journey.

2 important insights:
1. The Messiah King was to be born in the family line of King David, the same family as Joseph (& likely Mary).

Psalm 89:3–4 (NIV) You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to David my 
servant, ‘I will establish your line forever and make your throne firm through all generations.’ ”

2. The Messiah King was to be born in Bethlehem - the town of David, the same place that Mary & Joseph 
were headed. Matthew’s gospel highlights the Magi telling King Herod of Micah’s prophecy.

Matthew 2:6 (NIV) “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” (* see Micah 5:2)
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VISUAL NOTES

2: ARRIVAL OF THE KING 
Can you imagine a KING showing up incognito, blending in and living like 
everyone else? No golden crown, no royal robes, no prestigious parades, and 
no secret-service bodyguards. Today we appreciate the Arrival of the King, 
making His grand entrance to Earth through the womb of a young peasant 
girl, in a humble town, greeted by lowly shepherds.



Arrival of the King 
Luke 2:5-7 (NIV)
He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While 
they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She 
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 

We don’t know how long Mary & Joseph were in Bethlehem, but it’s likely they had been there for several days. 
While some good translations call this an “inn”, the same Greek term is translated as “guest room” later in Luke 
22:11, while a different word is translated as “inn” in the story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:34). 

Where were they staying? 

• Mary & Joseph were most likely staying in the home of 
a family member or friend, but the “guest room” was 
not available as other people were staying in it. Mary 
& Joseph were likely staying in the lower floor of the 
home, where animals fed and slept at night. This is 
why Jesus was placed in a manger (a feeding trough).

• It is possible that this took place in a cave that was 
served as a stall for animals at night. The traditional 
site of Jesus’ birth is a cave under the Church of the 
Nativity in Bethlehem.

✓WHERE this child was isn’t nearly as important as 
WHO THIS CHILD WAS. The One entering the world 
through a human womb was none other than the King of Creation!

Shepherds
Luke 2:8-12 (NIV)
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of 
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in 
the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You 
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

• King David likely shepherded his flocks in this same area 1000 years earlier (1 Sam 16:11). 

• Micah’s prophecy speaks of the arrival of the King in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2) as well as His job description.

Micah 5:4 (NIV) He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name 
of the LORD his God. And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth. 

Shepherds in the time of Jesus were often seen as lowest of the low. The Mishnah (a collection of rabbinical 
teachings prevalent during the time of Jesus) commands men NOT to teach their sons to be herdsmen  since 2

they were considered to be thieves, liars, & cheats not trustworthy of giving truthful testimony in court.3

Savior, Messiah, Lord - This King is above every earthly king, including Caesar Augustus. 

• Messiah - God’s anointed King, the One who had been foretold by the prophets. 

• Savior - This child is the One who will save His people from their sins when He is crucified to a Roman cross. 

• The Lord - the Creator & Master of all would not be found seated on a throne in mighty Rome, but lying in a 
manger - a feeding trough - in minuscule Bethlehem. 

TAKE SOME NOTES HERE!

 Jacob Neusner, The Mishnah : A New Translation (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1988), 498.2

 https://www.sefaria.org/Sanhedrin.25b.15?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en3



An Angelic Army with a Message of Peace 
Luke 2:13-15 (NIV)
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to 
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” When the angels had left 
them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

Company is the Greek stratia, used of an army.  4

Great is the Greek plēthos (our English word plethora) - a HUGE NUMBER.
★This angelic army gathers not to wage war, but to proclaim peace between God and man!

Luke 2:16-18 (NIV)
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had 
seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 

Who were they telling? We don’t know, but it seems to be more than just Mary and Joseph. 

Grant Obsborne calls these shepherds “the first mission team in all of history” .5

How ironic: Shepherds not trusted to give testimony in a court of law…were the 1st ones to testify about the 
Arrival of the King! God uses the lowest people to communicate His highest praise! 

✓God uses TRANSFORMED MESSENGERS to communicate His Message of Transformation.

When is the last time YOU told someone the good news?  

F EE T2FAI T H   Tell your story of God’s forgiveness & faithfulness. 

Pondering the Purpose of the King
Luke 2:19-20 (NIV)
Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.

Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart, wading through the depth of all that HAD 
happened that night and all that WOULD happen in the future - the Purpose of the King (next week’s teaching. 

Mary Did You Know?
Mary, did you know that your baby boy would one day walk on water? 
Mary, did you know that your baby boy would save our sons and daughters?                                                                                                                       
Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new;             
This Child that you delivered will soon deliver you?

Mary, did you know that your baby boy Is Lord all creation? 
Mary, did you know that your baby boy will one day rule the nations? 
Did you know that your baby boy was Heaven’s perfect Lamb, 
And the sleeping Child you’re holding Is the Great I AM?

F EE T2FAI T H

› Ponder the depth of these truths this week. 

› Make An Appointment with Jesus & read through this story starting in LUKE. 

heretoserveyou                                                                 
Have questions and need some help? …real soon…how about now? Please call or text us soon! 
* Contact Jackie (850-673-1582), Justin (704-618-6144), Christy (850-673-9764), or another follower of Jesus soon!  
* Or call our deacons & wives: Alan & Christy Androski (850-464-1428), Steve & Debbie Bass (850-673-7952),  
    Tim & Joni Hughey (850-464-1156), Mark & Dot Mancil (850-253-5405), Boss & Amelia Mulkey (850-464-6717),  
    Jim & Derita Pinkard (850-464-6188), Fain & Linda Poppell (850-464-1282), or Tom & Martha Waddail (850-973-0011). 
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