
 

 

teachingnotes                                                                                                                                 
Follow today’s teaching notes, Scripture passages & more with your digital device (wi-fi: Worship Center Guest).  
1. Find us on the BIBLE APP. Look for EVENTS and enable location OR input our ZIP: 32340 and click on our link. 
2. Access PDF notes to teachings from: bit.ly/PDFNotes 
3. Watch FB Live and see all our notes on Fellowship Church FB page: facebook.com/fellowshipofmadison 
4. Check out our webpage: FOM.life for all kinds of info including over 400 teachings (audio & video). 

* All Scripture is from CSB (Christian Standard Bible) unless otherwise noted. 

CATCH THE CONTEXT
Last week we opened up Hebrews 11, “The Faith Hall of Fame” - full of faithful characters. The kind of faith God 
expects is defined in this way.

Hebrews 11:1–2 (CSB) Now faith is the reality of what is hoped for, the proof of what is not seen. For by this 
our ancestors were approved.

or from the NET

Hebrews 11:1 (NET) Now faith is being sure of what we hope for, being convinced of what we do not see. 
It is by this kind of faith that the Hebrew ancestors were approved and modeled for others like us to follow.

BIG TRUTH: Genuine faith is living like God exists and God rewards [those who seek Him] (v6)

NOAH’S FAITH 
Hebrews 11:7 By faith Noah, after he was warned about what was not yet seen and motivated by godly fear, 
built an ark to deliver his family. By faith he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness 
that comes by faith.

Noah warned about something he had not yet seen - a great flood. By faith (trusting God) Noah built an ark 
that saved his family. 

Like Enoch, Noah walked with God (Gen 6:9), living like God exists and God rewards those who seek Him. But 
others on the earth were corrupt in God’s sight (Gen 6:11), so the Creator decided to start over, to reboot life on 
earth with Noah, his family, and the animals God would bring to him.

God shares His plan and gives Noah the blueprint for building the ark - 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet 
high - with 3 decks (1.5 football fields long, and half it’s width). Noah and his family begin the massive task which 
would have taken many years (the Scripture doesn’t tell us how long).

Noah must have warned others of what was coming, and probably faced ridicule and persecution for it, since no 
one besides his family joined them. While others went on like judgement was never coming, Noah and family 
were preparing and, by faith, trusting God for the yet unseen flood. 

Noah lived by faith - trusting what God said, while the world around him refused to respond to God’s warnings. So 
while the rest of mankind faced the judgement of God, Noah and his family were saved through the judgement     
…all because they had genuine faith - living like God exists and God rewards those who seek Him.
TAKE SOME NOTES HERE!

16: Living By Faith - part 2  (Heb 11:7-16) 
Living by faith implies that we must do something most of us don’t 
want to do…WAIT - pushing away from temporary satisfaction of 
sin, in favor of waiting for the eternal benefits of obeying our Savior 
as modeled by the ancient Hebrew heroes of the faith.



Father Abraham’s Faith 
Hebrews 11:8-10 By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed and set out for a place that he was going to 
receive as an inheritance. He went out, even though he did not know where he was going. By faith he stayed 
as a foreigner in the land of promise, living in tents as did Isaac and Jacob, coheirs of the same promise. For he 
was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.

Would YOU leave your family and friends just because God told you to…without any details? God promised to 
bless Abraham by giving him a family that would bless all people on the earth (Gen 12:1-3). 

Leaving his home and friends, Abraham went to a place to live among people he did not know. Instead of 
building a huge home and settling down, he and his family continued living in tents, as if they were just on a 
journey rather than making this their home. Why was he willing to do that? Abraham was living to see the city 
that was built by God. He was looking forward to an ETERNAL HOME rather than just an EARTHLY HOME. Abraham 
lived BY FAITH - sure of what he hoped for, and convinced of what he did not yet see. 

Abraham had Genuine faith - living like God exists and God rewards those who seek Him.

Is that TRUE of YOU? 

While we live in this world, do we really recognize that this world is NOT our home? Do we long for the new creation 
(no sin, sickness, or death…) WITH the God who exists - the One we know will reward us with eternal life?

Sarah’s Faith
Hebrews 11:11–12 By faith even Sarah herself, when she was unable to have children, received power to 
conceive offspring, even though she was past the age, since she considered that the One who had promised 
was faithful. Therefore, from one man—in fact, from one as good as dead—came offspring as numerous as the 
stars of the sky and as innumerable as the grains of sand along the seashore.

God had years earlier promised to multiply His family like the stars of the sky (Gen 15:5), but it was years later 
before that occurred. 3 strangers come to talk with Abraham (1 is Yahweh in skin).

Genesis 18:9–12 “Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him. “There, in the tent,” he answered. The LORD 
said, “I will certainly come back to you in about a year’s time, and your wife Sarah will have a son!” Now 
Sarah was listening at the entrance of the tent behind him. Abraham and Sarah were old and getting on in 
years. Sarah had passed the age of childbearing. So she laughed to herself: “After I am worn out and my 
lord is old, will I have delight?”

The Scriptures tell us Abraham was 100 and Sarah was 90 years old (Gn 17:17) at this point! This elderly woman 
who couldn’t have children her whole life is quietly chuckling about the possibility of such an incredible promise.

Genesis 18:13–15 But the LORD asked Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Can I really have a baby 
when I’m old?’ Is anything impossible for the LORD? At the appointed time I will come back to you, and in 
about a year she will have a son.” Sarah denied it. “I did not laugh,” she said, because she was afraid. But 
he replied, “No, you did laugh.”

In a piece of divine poetry, God had the last LAUGH, specifying that the boy would be named “Isaac” - meaning 
“he laughs”. When Isaac was born, here’s how Sarah responded: 

Genesis 22:6-7 Sarah said, “God has made me laugh, and everyone who hears will laugh with me.” She also said, 
“Who would have told Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne a son for him in his old age.” 

Sarah’s laughter later turned to wonder and excitement as she PUT FAITH IN the One who was faithful to fulfill His 
promise - Who did give them them Isaac, through whom the Hebrew people, and the Hebrew Messiah, would come.

These Hebrew Heroes lived by Faith, living like: 1) God exists and 2) God rewards those who seek Him.

Hebrews 11:13 These all died in faith, although they had not received the things that were promised. But 
they saw them from a distance, greeted them, and confessed that they were foreigners and temporary 
residents on the earth. 

God was gracious to fulfill many of His promises during the life of Abraham and Sarah, but there were some 
promises that would not be fulfilled until AFTER they died. 

• They didn’t get to see this Promised Land become their own - still foreigners living in tents, in the land promised them.

• They didn’t get to see their family become a mighty nation, beyond some grandkids and great-grandkids.



Hebrews 11:14-16 Now those who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they were 
thinking about where they came from, they would have had an opportunity to return. But they now desire a 
better place—a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a 
city for them.

Just like us, these Hebrew heroes had not SEEN this heavenly place that God had prepared for them…but they TRUSTED 
GOD…they LIVED BY FAITH…they were sure of what he hoped for, and convinced of what they did not yet see.

They were willing to wait...

...living like  God exists and God rewards [those who seek Him
So until we see our God and the place He prepares for us…we will patiently wait and passionately obey what He 
has told us to do. 

TAKE SOME NOTES HERE!

F EE T2FAI T H

1. Memorize & Marinate on Philippians 1:27a.

Philippians 1:27a As citizens of heaven, live your life worthy of the gospel of Christ...

2. Read Hebrews 11 and the cross references - like we did today. Your Bible often has SUPERSCRIPT LETTERS - 
go back and read those OR look up the person’s name in the CONCORDANCE (back of Bible) or SEARCH and 
read more about them.

3. Listen to “While I’m Waiting” by John Waller and let it become the prayer of your heart. [www.youtube.com/
watch?v=3gjXBMC8-oM]

heretoserveyou                                                                 
Have questions and need some help? …real soon…how about now? Please call or text us soon! 
* Contact Jackie (850-673-1582), Justin (704-618-6144), Christy (673-9764), or another follower of Jesus soon!  
* Or call our deacons & wives: Alan & Christy Androski (464-1428), Steve & Debbie Bass (673-7952),  
    Tim & Joni Hughey (464-1156), Mark & Dot Mancil (253-5405), Boss & Amelia Mulkey (464-6717),  
    Jim & Derita Pinkard (464-6188), Fain & Linda Poppell (464-1282), or Tom & Martha Waddail (973-0011).  


