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INTRODUCTION

What you’re reading right now is a helpful guide to reading the Bible. 

The Bible isn’t necessarily hard to read. It’s a complex, beautiful book, written and
compiled over thousands of years; but more importantly, it’s a gift from God to
you. 

You don’t need special training to understand John 3:16 - “For God so loved the
world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish, but
have eternal life.”

Or how about the story of the lost son, from Luke 15? 
A son who rejects his father’s love, ruins his own life with his foolish and
unthinking actions, and slinks back home with his tail between his legs, is
wrapped up in the warm arms of the father who spent every day looking down the
road for his son. 

Jesus’ simple point when he tells that story? “This is what God’s love for you looks
like.” Simple!



INTRODUCTION

But there’s plenty more in this beautiful, big book we call the Bible. And as you
read it, you’ll benefit from having a framework to bring context to your reading. In
this eBook, I want to share with you the framework I use to read God’s Word.

There are three parts to this little guide:

First, we’ll dip our toes into the history and
analysis of that big book. 

I’m excited to share this with you, friend. God promises that he blesses your time
spent reading Scripture. My hope is that this framework gives you a foundation to
be built up on those blessings even higher and higher. Let’s read!

- Pastor Tim

Next, we’ll talk about two important
concepts found in the Bible; Sin and Grace. 

Lastly, we’ll see how we apply the Bible’s
teachings about sin and grace to our lives.
To put that another way, we’ll talk Law
and Gospel.
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THE BIBLE

Maybe you already know this statistic:
The Bible is the highest-selling book of
all time. More Bibles have been sold
than any other religious, non-fiction,
or fiction text in history! 

But that doesn’t, honestly, say
anything. People buy useless junk all
the time. So is the Bible in fact as
valuable as that statistic seems to
indicate, or is it just clutter sitting on
bookshelves? Let’s dig into its content
to answer that.

Where did we get the Bible?

When you look at the table of contents
of your Bible, you notice two major
divisions. There’s the “Old Testament,”
and there’s the “New Testament.” The
Old Testament books were written
across a 1500-year timespan and then
compiled a few hundred years before
Jesus was born. All the New Testament
books were written after Jesus’ life on
earth, within the first sixty or seventy
years afterward.



Maybe you’re noticing something else:  
“The Bible” isn’t exactly one book! It’s a
collection of thirty-nine books in the
Old Testament, and twenty-seven in
the New. All these books together tell
one story, though, so even though
we’re talking about many books
collected over many years, we can still
talk about the Bible as a whole.

If you hear someone talk about a
specific Bible passage, you usually
hear two numbers; “John three
sixteen,” for example. The first
number, “three,” is the chapter. The
second number, “sixteen,” is the
verse. These numbers weren’t
originally in the Bible. They were
added in the 1400s and 1500s to help
people more easily find their place in
this big book.

CHAPTERS & VERSES

THE BIBLE

The first five books of the Bible are
likely the most ancient portions. (The
book of Job could possibly be older,
but there’s no consensus on that.)
These five books - Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy
- were most plausibly written by a man
named Moses, who led the ancient
Israelite people for many years. Each
of these books also seems to have
some later editing done. Some of that
seems to have been the work of
Joshua, Moses’ lieutenant and
successor; some simply can’t be traced
to a particular person. These ancient
books would have been written
around six thousand years ago, in very
ancient Hebrew. 

The rest of the Old Testament is also
written in Hebrew (with some portions
written in a related language, Aramaic).
The New Testament was written after
Jesus’ life on earth. It was written in Greek
(with a few quotations or individual words
in Aramaic).  



HISTORY
These books simply tell the stories of the lives of the
people we meet in the Bible. Some Old Testament
examples would be Genesis, Judges, or Esther. Some
New Testament examples would be Mark, or Acts. 

PROPHECY
This genre has the most variation in it. Sometimes
these books read like sermons. The writer speaks to
people about themselves and their God. In other
places, these books miraculously depict future events.
Old Testament examples include many of the Psalms,
Isaiah, or Amos. Revelation is the best example of a
prophetic book in the New Testament, but other New
Testament books include elements of prophecy.

WISDOM
These books speak timeless words of correction,
encouragement, and thoughtful living. There are many
examples in the Old Testament: Proverbs is well known
for its wisdom. Ecclesiastes is another wisdom book
which grapples with the existentialist question of life. In
the New Testament, the book of James can be described
as a “wisdom book.” Jesus’ discourses, quoted in the New
Testament history books, also fit this category.

LETTERS
Letters are distinct enough to merit their own category.
Wisdom books are meant to be timeless and nonspecific.
Letters, on the other hand, are written to particular
people in particular places at particular times. We read
these with the understanding that we aren’t the primary
audience. We learn much from what God has to say in
them, but we misunderstand them when we assume that
we can one-to-one apply their words to our lives.

While you can further categorize Biblical books in a lot of different ways,
this four-category breakdown summarizes the most basic kinds of books
you’ll find in the Bible. These sixty-six books contain a variety of genres and
literary forms. There are historical books, simply laying out events as they
happened. There are books of wisdom, which discuss philosophy and life in
our world. There are letters, both personal and public. 



THE BIBLE

The books of the Bible have been translated into thousands of languages since
they were first written. The English translation that we use in worship at Grace of
God, for example, is the 2011 New International Version. Some of our members
grew up reading the King James Version. Maybe you have another translation at
home, or grew up reading another one. That’s fine! So long as a translation
accurately reflects the original meaning of the Bible, there’s no reason to reject it.
You’re still getting God’s Word as you read.
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SIN & GRACE

Sin, bluntly, is what we humans do. Sin
is certainly what we might usually
picture with that word; things like
harming others, stealing, hateful and
cruel words. But “sin” as the Bible
describes it as a deeper, more
unsettling thing. Those actions are
only the outward signs of a heart-
sickness. Jesus says on this topic, “The
mouth speaks what the heart is full of”
(Matthew 12:34). At birth, passed
down from generation to generation,
what fills our hearts is sin. 

And because of sin, we eventually die.
“The wages of sin is death” (Romans
6:23).

Imagine a few cups of different shapes and sizes. One is a goblet; one, a coffee mug;
one, a kid’s sippy cup. Fill one with water, and the water takes on the cup’s shape. But
pour that water into the next cup, and the water now takes on that cup’s shape. Yet
it’s the same water. 

The answer to sin, and death?  Grace. 

Grace is a Greek word originally. In
Greek, it means something close to “an
attitude of gift-giving, undeserved
love.” 

God looks at us in our sin and does not
turn away. He leans in to save us.
When God sent Jesus into the world to
become human, live life on earth, and
die, he was sending us a gift. Jesus
came here to die the death our sin
deserved. When he rose from death on
Easter, God was making a declaration
to every person: Your sin is forgiven! 
Life has swallowed up death.

All throughout the Bible flows the same consistent message. And as we move from
one book, or one genre, to another, that message is “shaped” differently. But it’s the
same message. It’s a message about two concepts which are key to Christian
theology; sin, and grace.



These two teachings: SIN and GRACE, are worth wrestling with. If you want to
dig deeper into these issues, contact Pastor Tim about our four-session "Grace
Fundamentals" class.

SIN & GRACE

Understanding sin and grace properly is key. 

We don’t limit sin to the evil things we do. We
recognize our natural state as human beings is sin. 

Nor do we limit God’s grace to encouragement, as if
he were our cheerleader on the sidelines. Grace is the
great love that led him to save us without our
earning or deserving it.
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LAW & GOSPEL
When we read the Bible, we’re always dealing with sin and grace. But how do we
identify which is which? And what does the Bible’s teaching on these things mean
for our lives? 

When the Bible speaks about sin, we call those sections Law. Sometimes these
sections are fairly easy to identify. Read Micah chapter two, verses one and two,
for instance. This section speaks about evil actions - fraud, conspiracy, and abuse
of the court system: 

Woe to those who plan iniquity, to
those who plot evil on their beds! At
morning’s light they carry it out
because it is in their power to do it.
They covet fields and seize them, and
houses, and take them. They defraud
people of their homes, they rob them
of their inheritance.

Now I want to apply this: I should hold
this Law-section up as if it were a
mirror and ask, “Do I see myself here?” 

Do I look at what others have and plot
to acquire it? Do I abuse legal systems
for my own benefit? Do I conspire to
harm others?

One of the clearest sections of Law is found in Exodus 20:1-17, which is often called
“The Ten Commandments.” Jesus’ “Sermon on the Mount” (Matthew 5-7) also
features clear calls to holy living. He sets out incredible, idealistic standards for us
there; and if we honestly hold that mirror up to our lives, we fall short.

So we have to apply the Bible's teachings about grace to our lives also. When the
Bible teaches about grace, we call it the Gospel. Gospel literally means good news.
The good news of the Bible is Jesus! God sent someone into this world to follow
the Law as we could never. God sent someone to die as our sin deserved. God
declares that, because Jesus has died and risen, our sins are forgiven. We have
peace with him and a place at his side forever.



LAW & GOSPEL
Where do we find the Gospel in the Bible? Again, there are some very clear
sections. When Jesus died, for instance, he said simply, “It is finished” (John 19:30).
He had paid the price for sin, and won our forgiveness. That’s Gospel! 

Another wonderful section is found in Romans chapter five, verses six to eight: 

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the
ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good
person someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love
for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Beautiful words!

Law and Gospel play out in our lives in this way. We read the Bible, and see our
sins in the Law’s mirror. But the Gospel assures us of God’s love, and the
forgiveness Jesus won for us.

Confident in that love, we go into each day resolved
to battle against sin. We don’t battle sin to save
ourselves! That’s a trap. No, instead we battle against
sin because we love our Savior Jesus, and we love the
people we encounter. Why do we love them?
Because Jesus loves them.
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Again, friend, I pray that God blessed you through reading this! Share this resource
with anyone else you know who’s curious about the Bible. 

If you want to put this framework to the test, here are some suggested places to
start your Bible reading:

I love reading the Bible in community: with other people interested in finding
truth and living out love. If you want a Bible reading buddy, let me know! 

This eBook sets up much of what I teach in the first few lessons of my “Grace
Fundamentals” class, a four-session walk through the essentials of the Christian
faith. If you want to keep going through the Bible, we read plenty of it in that class.
Questions, comments, class signups, or anything else - you can always get in touch
with me.

God bless you with his gift-giving love, friend!

- Pastor Tim
pastor@graceofgod.church

If you’ve never cracked open the Bible before,
any of the first four books of the New Testament
would be a good start, like the book of Mark (the
second book in the New Testament). These
historical books are four biographies of Jesus.

If you’ve got some familiarity with the broad
strokes of the Bible, try any one of the four
Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John) that
seems unfamiliar. If you want to try something
different, read the letter called Ephesians.

If you’re already familiar with the Bible, but
haven’t approached it with this Law-Gospel
framework before, challenge yourself! Try the
book of Ecclesiastes, or First John.
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