
The Songs of Ascent: God’s Roadtrip Playlist
Lesson 8 - Psalm 129

“Does anyone need the restroom?!”

Before we get going with this lesson … any comments or questions?

TURNING THE CAR ON.
What kinds of “roadside attractions” make you pull over on a road trip?

Let’s have  volunteers read Psalm 130. Today, I have two different translations (NIV11 and NIV84)
pulled up side-by-side.

As you listen, think about the following things.
● What parallelism do you note? Of what type(s)?
● Are you using a different Bible translation? Do you note any differences?
● What names or concepts are mentioned with which you’re unfamiliar?

As we get into Psalm 130 today, we’ll take a step away from the “Roadtrip Playlist” theme to examine
a doctrinal issue that crops up in this psalm.

FOCUS QUESTION.
What does it mean to “fear” God? And what does it mean to “wait for” God?



Part One - “To fear God”

In Luther’s Small Catechism, Doctor Martin offers a short explanation after each of the Ten
Commandments. These explanations are all prefaced by the identical question, “What does this
mean?” Each also begins in an identical way.

We should _________ and love God…

Understanding the word “fear” correctly is key to understanding Luther’s explanations, and indeed is
key to understanding a number of Old Testament passages. “Fearing the LORD” is a common
expression in the Old Testament, and it is used in the New as well. What, precisely, does it mean to
fear the Lord?

Read Matthew 17:1-8 and Matthew 14:25-27. Based on these verses, fill in the blank below.

Fearing the LORD does not mean that we are ___________________ of him.

Read the following verses. As you do so, remember how Hebrew poetry is structured. These verses
display synonymous parallelism. What are the paralleled phrases here?

Psalm 33:18

But the eyes of the LORD are
● on those who fear him,
● on those whose hope is in his

unfailing love.

Psalm 147:11

The LORD delights in
● those who fear him,
● who put their hope in his unfailing

love.

Fearing the LORD is to place one’s _____________ in him.

Part Two - “To wait for God”

The Samuel Beckett play Waiting for Godot centers on two men who are waiting for a third.
Throughout the course of the play, the waiting men are shown to be unsure that the other man is even
going to arrive. They do nothing of consequence, filling their time waiting with idle anxious chatter and
unproductive interactions with passers-by. The play ends with them still “waiting for Godot.”



Waiting for God is not the same as waiting for Godot. The Christian waits in a way that is entirely
unlike what we may think of as “waiting.”

In Matthew 25:14-30, we read “the parable of the talents.” Can anyone summarize this story?

Read 2 Thessalonians 3:6. How do Paul’s words seem to be applying the point of Jesus’ parable?

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:12-24. How do these verses explain our “waiting”?

To wait for God is to live grounded in our faith in him, living patiently and humbly
in light of the Ten Commandments, as we await the return of our Savior.

Homework!
This week, wait for God. Pull your catechism off your shelf and review the Ten Commandments. Pay
special attention to your consideration of Luther’s explanations.

Closing Prayer.
Lord, when we despair because of our sin, comfort us. We know that on account of our sin we deserve
punishment, eternal separation from you; but we know that in our place your Son willingly took that
punishment to redeem us. Thank you for this great gift of forgiveness. Now by your Spirit, may we
“fear” you each and every day with confident faith, and lead us to wait in love and goodness for his
return. Amen.



Psalm 130

2011 NIV

1 Out of the depths I cry to you, LORD;
2      Lord, hear my voice.
Let your ears be attentive to my cry for
mercy.

3 If you, LORD, kept a record of sins,
Lord, who could stand?
4 But with you there is forgiveness,
so that we can, with reverence, serve you.

5 I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits,
and in his word I put my hope.

6 I wait for the Lord
more than watchmen wait for the morning,
more than watchmen wait for the morning.

7 Israel, put your hope in the LORD,
for with the LORD is unfailing love
and with him is full redemption.

8 He himself will redeem Israel
from all their sins.

1984 NIV

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;
2 O Lord, hear my voice.
Let your ears be attentive to my cry for
mercy.

3 If you, O Lord , kept a record of sins,
O Lord, who could stand?
4 But with you there is forgiveness;
therefore you are feared.

5 I wait for the Lord, my soul waits,
and in his word I put my hope.
6 My soul waits for the Lord
more than watchmen wait for the morning,
more than watchmen wait for the morning.

7 O Israel, put your hope in the Lord,
for with the Lord is unfailing love
and with him is full redemption.
8 He himself will redeem Israel from all their
sins.


