
The Songs of Ascent: God’s Roadtrip Playlist
Lesson 11 - Psalm 132

“Does anyone need the restroom?!”

Before we get going with this lesson … any comments or questions?

TURNING THE CAR ON.
What kind of overnight accommodations do you prefer on a long trip? Hotel/motel, Airbnb, an
acquaintance or family member…?

As the Songs of Ascent draw to their end, the pilgrims are finally reaching Jerusalem.
The last psalms in the collection turn our thoughts toward worship and God’s
assembled people.

Let’s read Psalm 132. One reader will read verses 1-5 and 11-18 alone. The group will join in to
read verses 6-10 together.

As we read and listen, think about the following things.
● What parallelism do you note? Of what type(s)?
● Are you using a different Bible translation? Do you note any differences?
● What names or concepts are mentioned with which you’re unfamiliar?

FOCUS QUESTION.
Why can you be sure that you are welcomed into “Zion” (now and forever)?



Last week, we looked at Psalm 131 and asked, “Who was David?” We saw the incorrect
statements below and corrected them. Review and correct them again at your table.

David was the first king of Israel.

David came to the throne without trouble.

David was a perfect moral example for us.

David’s family life was uneventful.

In verses 1-5, David promises to build a temple for God.1 God responds to this promise by telling
David that ___ _____, but one of ______ ____, will raise up a temple for him.

God then makes a greater promise in return: So long as David’s sons keep the covenant between God
and the king, they will hold their throne _______. (Psalm 131:12; 2 Samuel 7:11b-16)

Two notes regarding these promises:
1) David’s promise is a one made by a believer who has already by God’s grace been made one of

his children. David makes this promise to God on the basis of the relationship ___ ____ ____
___.

2) As for the promise which God makes to David, David and his sons show that they are unable to
hold up their end of the arrangement. David and each king after him fails to keep covenant with
God by walking in the path of his commandments, and ultimately God removes them from
Jerusalem’s throne.

God holds out the same promise to each and every person regarding the Law. “Moses writes this
about the righteousness that is by the law: “The person who does these things will live by them.”
(Romans 10:5, quoting Leviticus 18:5). As God promised to seat David’s sons on their throne forever in
return for their obedience, so he promises to reward those who obey his Law.

The unfortunate reality is that we cannot do so.

What promises do we then have regarding our eternal status which supersede that reality?

1 This account is told further at the beginning of 2 Samuel 7.



When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and
gave up his spirit. (John 19:30)

Jesus has ____ for all my sin.

So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized into
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor
free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ,
then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. (Galatians 3:26-29)

I am ____________________.

After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you. For I tell you I
will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” And he took
bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do
this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. (Luke 22:17-20)

I have received the ________ and ____________ of Jesus, given for me.

Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on
Jesus, whom we acknowledge as our apostle and high priest. He was faithful to the one who
appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God’s house. Jesus has been found worthy of
greater honor than Moses, just as the builder of a house has greater honor than the house itself.
For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything. “Moses was faithful
as a servant in all God’s house,” bearing witness to what would be spoken by God in the future.
But Christ is faithful as the Son over God’s house. And we are his house, if indeed we hold
firmly to our confidence and the hope in which we glory. (Hebrews 3:1-6)

By faith in Jesus, we are the __________ he built.
(We are the temple greater than that built by Solomon!)

You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; to darkness,
gloom and storm; to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that those who heard it
begged that no further word be spoken to them, because they could not bear what was
commanded: “If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned to death.” The sight was so



terrifying that Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.” But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city
of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in
joyful assembly, to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come
to God, the Judge of all, to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.
(Hebrews 12:18-24)

My name is ____________ in heaven.

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If
we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us. My dear
children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an
advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our
sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. (1 John 1:8-2:2)

I have seen my ______ in the Law’s mirror and confessed it.
God promises that I am ______________.

FOCUS THOUGHT.
I do not deserve to enter the church, or enter heaven, on account of my sin. But the Davidic
King who does deserve the eternal throne bought me with his blood, calls me into his
assembly, and will claim me as his own forever.

Homework!
Consider everything that happens in worship in this light. Jesus, the King on heaven’s throne, is
assuring you of your entry into his kingdom. He is covering you with himself in baptism; feeding you
with his body and blood; inviting you in by his Gospel. Come to worship not to serve, but be served.

Closing Prayer.
Jesus, you are our good king; great David’s greater son. God the Father raised you from the dead and
crowned you with forever-glory. Though we do not deserve it, you saved us and made us citizens of
your eternal kingdom. Thank you. By your Spirit lead us to live according to your will, so that our
whole lives brings honor to our Savior-Lord. Amen.



A point to remember.
In the New Testament, “Zion” or “Jerusalem” is used as a name for the whole Christian church.

(Galatians 4:26; Hebrews 12:22; Revelation 14:1)

Psalm 132

A song of ascents.

1 LORD, remember David and all his self-denial.
2 He swore an oath to the LORD, he made a vow to the Mighty One of Jacob:
3 “I will not enter my house or go to my bed,
4 I will allow no sleep to my eyes or slumber to my eyelids,
5 till I find a place for the LORD, a dwelling for the Mighty One of Jacob.”

6 We heard it in Ephrathah, we came upon it in the fields of Jaar:
7 “Let us go to his dwelling place, let us worship at his footstool, saying,
8 ‘Arise, LORD, and come to your resting place, you and the ark of your might.
9 May your priests be clothed with your righteousness;

may your faithful people sing for joy.
10 For the sake of your servant David, do not reject your anointed one.’”2

11 The LORD swore an oath to David, a sure oath he will not revoke:
“One of your own descendants I will place on your throne.

12 If your sons keep my covenant and the statutes I teach them,
then their sons will sit on your throne for ever and ever.”

13 For the LORD has chosen Zion, he has desired it for his dwelling, saying,
14 “This is my resting place for ever and ever;

here I will sit enthroned, for I have desired it.
15 I will bless her with abundant provisions; her poor I will satisfy with food.
16 I will clothe her priests with salvation,

and her faithful people will ever sing for joy.
17 Here I will make a horn grow for David and set up a lamp for my anointed one.
18 I will clothe his enemies with shame,

but his head will be adorned with a radiant crown.”

2 As recommended by John Brug in his Psalms commentary, I’m placing verse 10 in the people’s acclamation.


