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Welcome to Grace of God!

Thank you for joining us here at Grace of God this morning. Whether this is your �rst or
hundred-and-�rst time worshiping with us, we pray that two things happen today.

1. You hear the message of Jesus’ love for you, free and full, proclaimed in our
worship.

2. We show you, in our words and actions today, the same Spirit-created love that
Jesus has for us all.

We are a restart congregation. Although Grace of God has been here since 1974, we
are working on getting back into our community to share God’s message of grace with
our friends and neighbors. We invite you to join us on this journey. Please talk to our
pastor if you want to see the message you hear today reaching more and more people
here on Long Island.

If this is your �rst time here...
A unisex restroom is available by the front door. Separate men’s and women’s restrooms
are downstairs. There is a diaper changing table in the downstairs women’s restroom.

Please feel free to get a children’s book from the downstairs library for your child to use
during worship. The songs that we sing in worship are printed in the red song book in
front of your seat.



Today in Worship

We worship this Sunday celebrating the Advent season, the �rst season of the Christian
church calendar. Each year, the Christian church traditionally follows an annual cycle
which walks us through the life of Jesus. Advent prepares us for the celebration of
Christmas.

This week, we continue an Advent sermon series: “Tell me about your King.” We’ll
re�ect on what we learn from these Gospel texts chosen for Advent that we can share
with those who don’t yet know the King born on Christmas.

The bulletin cover depicts the Key of David, a messianic title for Jesus. The O Antiphons,
an ancient responsive song of the church used during Advent, describe Jesus with this
“key” metaphor.

O Clavis David, et sceptrum domus Israel; qui
aperis, et nemo claudit; claudis, et nemo aperit:

veni, et educ vinctum de domo carceris, sedentem in
tenebris, et umbra mortis.

O Key of David and sceptre of the House of Israel;
you open and no one can shut; you shut and no one

can open: Come and lead the prisoners from the
prison house, those who dwell in darkness and the

shadow of death.

OPENING HYMN - 310 (14)

Arise, O Christian People

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the Son✝ and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation: Amen.

M: Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.

C: Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

M: Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

C: Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our own hearts. We have
o�ended you and sinned against your holy law. We have done those things that
we should not have done, and we have not done things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord! Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, according to your
promises in Christ Jesus.



M: God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to
be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the
cross and freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with
God now and forever.

C: Amen.

M: Let us pray.
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming, give us
strength in our con�icts, and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Old Testament Reading - Malachi 3:1-7

“I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly
the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant,
whom you desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty.

2 But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears?
For he will be like a re�ner’s �re or a launderer’s soap. 3 He will sit as a re�ner
and puri�er of silver; he will purify the Levites and re�ne them like gold and
silver. Then the LORD will have men who will bring o�erings in righteousness,
4 and the o�erings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the LORD, as in
days gone by, as in former years.

5 “So I will come to put you on trial. I will be quick to testify against sorcerers,
adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud laborers of their wages, who
oppress the widows and the fatherless, and deprive the foreigners among you of
justice, but do not fear me,” says the LORD Almighty.

6 “I the LORD do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not
destroyed. 7 Ever since the time of your ancestors you have turned away from my
decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the
LORD Almighty.

New Testament Reading - Philippians 1:3-11

3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I
always pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the �rst
day until now, 6 being con�dent of this, that he who began a good work in you
will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.

7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart
and, whether I am in chains or defending and con�rming the gospel, all of you
share in God’s grace with me. 8 God can testify how I long for all of you with the
a�ection of Christ Jesus.

9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in
knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is
best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 �lled with the fruit
of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of
God.



Gospel Reading - Luke 19:28-40

In the �fteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was
governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of
Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene—2 during the
high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of
Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the country around the Jordan,
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

4 As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet:
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.

5 Every valley shall be �lled in, every mountain and hill made low.
The crooked roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth.

6 And all people will see God’s salvation.’ ”

HYMN OF THE DAY - 312 (11)

Comfort, Comfort All My People

Sermon - Luke 3:1-6
TELL ME ABOUT YOUR KING.

He is knowable.

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was
cruci�ed under Pontius Pilate. He su�ered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom
will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glori�ed, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead and
the life of the world to come. Amen.

Freewill O�ering
After the freewill offering is collected, the minister will offer a prayer of thanksgiving and thank the
ushers for their service. Our visitors and guests should not feel obligated to give an offering.

During the offering, please write out any prayer requests you wish to be included in today’s prayers
on the Connect Card in your bulletin, and drop that into the plate.



Prayer of the Church
At the conclusion of the prayer of the church, you are invited to join in the Lord’s Prayer.

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Supper

M: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them up to the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is good and right so to do.

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks,
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to
shepherd his �ock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth
and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: Amen.



Distribution of the Lord’s Supper

To our guests and visitors

At Grace of God, we celebrate the Lord’s Supper approximately every other week in worship.
The Bible teaches that participation in this sacrament is an expression of full unity of belief.
By communing with one another, we are each confessing, “I hold as true every teaching of this
congregation.” Speak with our pastor before communing to establish that full unity exists.

Following the distribution, worship continues with the following dialogue.

M: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

C: His mercy endures forever.

M: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,

C: We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We
pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one
another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever:

C: Amen.

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor ✝ and give you his peace.

C: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN - 308 (13)

There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying

Bulletin cover artwork and antiphon wording  by Ian M. Welch. Copyright 2013 Ian M. Welch. All rights reserved.
paramentics.com.

Confession and Absolution and post-Supper dialogues from Christian Worship: Hymnal © 2021 Northwestern
Publishing House. All rights reserved.



Announcements

Bible class today. This morning, Bible class resumes with a return to the Songs of
Ascent Psalms study. We’ll recap (after a while away from this study) and then return
to Psalm 126.

Christmas worship plans. As Christmas approaches, we’re planning to have a
Christmas Eve service on Friday the 24th, and a Sunday service on Sunday the 26th.
We will not have a worship service on Christmas Day. The Christmas Eve service will
feature a small choral group singing an “Away in the Manger” medley, and the
congregation's children will be invited to sing “Go, Tell It on the Mountain.”

Podtalks study resource. You should have received an email last Monday letting you
know about a new program called Podtalks. Ask Pastor about that resource if you
have any questions, and make use of it as you’re able!

Christmas lunch party at the parsonage. December 19, after the Sunday service,
come on over to the parsonage! We’ll have lunch and do a white elephant gift
exchange for the adults. We’ll have a gift bag for the kids. Stop by and celebrate
Christmas!

Serving at worship today.
Pastor Tim Walsh - minister and preacher
Judy Fraser - keyboardist

Pastor Tim Walsh
(631)-499-6425
pastor@graceofgod.info

Grace of God Evangelical Lutheran Church

@graceofgodlutheranchurch

linktr.ee/graceofgodlongisland


