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Welcome to Grace of God!

Thank you for joining us here at Grace of God this morning. Whether this is your �rst or
hundred-and-�rst time worshiping with us, we’re glad to see you.

Grace is a word that means “gift-giving love.” As Christians, we’re de�ned by God’s
grace. Worship is the time we gather to receive gifts from God. We receive his love
proclaimed in the Word. We receive the Holy Spirit and adoption into his family in
baptism. We receive Jesus’ body and blood for our forgiveness in the Supper. All of these
are gifts, from the God who loves gift-giving.

About our church

We are a restart congregation. Although Grace of God has been here since 1974, we
are working on getting back into our community to share God’s message of grace with
our friends and neighbors. Please talk to our pastor if you want to see the message you
hear today reaching more and more people here on Long Island.

If this is your �rst time here...
A unisex restroom is available by the front door. Separate men’s and women’s restrooms
are downstairs. There is a diaper changing table in the downstairs women’s restroom.

Please feel free to get a children’s book from the downstairs library for your child to use
during worship. The songs that we sing in worship are printed in the red and blue song
books in front of your seat.



Today in Worship

Our fourth Sunday walking through the Gospel of John leads us to consider this
question: What brings us into our relationship with God? Nicodemus, the Pharisee who
meets Jesus in our Gospel reading, thinks he knows the answer. But Jesus leads him, and
us, to an entirely di�erent starting point.

The seashell on the cover of our bulletin symbolizes baptism. A seashell is sometimes
used to cup and pour the water during baptism. It is one of the most common symbols
of St. James, who reportedly used a seashell to baptize his converts in Spain. The seashell
is often pictured with three drops of water, which represent the Trinity.

OPENING HYMN - 570 (391)

God Loved the World So That He Gave

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the Son✝ and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation: Amen.

M: If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

C: If we confess our sin, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and
purify us from all unrighteousness.

M: Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

C: Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you
in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I
have not loved others as I should. I deserve your punishment both now and
forever. But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent su�ering and
death. Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacri�ce for the sins of the whole world.
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the Son ✝ and of the Holy Spirit.



C: Amen.

M: Let us pray.
Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and teach with authority.
Anoint us with the power of your Spirit that we too may bring good news to the
a�icted, bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captive; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C: Amen.

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord!

New Testament Reading - Galatians 3:26-4:7

26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you
who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is
neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for
you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.



4:1 What I am saying is that as long as an heir is underage, he is no di�erent from
a slave, although he owns the whole estate. 2 The heir is subject to guardians and
trustees until the time set by his father. 3 So also, when we were underage, we
were in slavery under the elemental spiritual forces of the world. 4 But when the
set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law,
5 to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. 6
Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit
who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child;
and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.

PSALM OF THE DAY - Psalm 33 CW93

Page 79 in the red hymnal

Gospel Reading - John 3:1-15

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the
Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know
that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the
signs you are doing if God were not with him.”

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless
they are born again.”

4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely
they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!”

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God
unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to �esh, but the
Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must
be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases.

You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going.
So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these
things? 11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to
what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have
spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you
believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven except
the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14 Just as Moses lifted up the
snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone
who believes may have eternal life in him.”

Children’s Message
Children are invited to come to the front of church

for a message based on our Gospel lesson.

HYMN OF THE DAY - 629 (299)

All Who Believe And Are Baptized

Sermon - John 3:1-15
Your Very First Teacher.



Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, su�ered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci�ed,
died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Freewill O�ering
After the offering is collected, the minister will offer a prayer of
thanksgiving and thank the ushers for their service. You can use our
Linktr.ee QR to make a donation via Tithe.ly. Our visitors and guests
should not feel obligated to give an offering.

During the offering, please write out any prayer requests you wish to be included in today’s prayers
on the Connect Card in your bulletin, and drop that into the plate.

Prayer of the Church
At the conclusion of the prayer of the church, you are invited to join in the Lord’s Prayer.

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

M: Let us pray.
Blessed Lord, grant to your church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from
above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and
edifying of Christs’s holy people, so that we serve you in steadfast faith and confess your
name as long as we live: Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever.

C: Amen.

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor ✝ and give you his peace.

C: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN - 679 (737 CWS)

God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It



Announcements

No Bible class today; voters’ meeting after the service.

January Forward in Christ magazine available.

Serving at worship today.
Pastor Tim Walsh - minister and preacher
Heather Johnson - keyboardist
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