
 
 
 
 

 
 

Baptism   



WE’RE EXCITED FOR YOU! 
The very fact that you are reading this booklet is an exciting time for you and us here at 
First McAllen, as it signifies you are looking into what it looks like to follow Jesus. 
Turning from sin and trusting Jesus as your Lord and Savior is the most important 
decision you will ever make. Following your personal commitment to submit your life to 
the Lordship of Jesus, the important next step in your spiritual journey is to be obedient 
through believer’s baptism. This booklet is designed to explain what First McAllen 
believes about believer’s baptism and what it looks like for you to go through the 
baptismal process. If you desire to be baptized at First McAllen you must first go 
through this booklet and then fill out our Preparing For Baptism and set up a time to 
meet with one of our pastors.  

 

 

WHAT IS BAPTISM? 
Baptism is when a believer is immersed (submerged fully) in water as an act of 
obedience to the commands of Jesus (Mt 20:19-20, Eph 4:4-6). Baptism does not save 
you but is an important symbol that illustrates the death, burial and resurrection of 
Jesus, the washing away of our sin, and a desire to walk in obedience in the new life 
that is ours in Christ Jesus. 

 

WHEN SHOULD A PERSON BE BAPTIZED? 
In the Bible, people are baptized at the first available opportunity after they have 
repented of their sin and placed their faith in Christ. Baptism which takes place before a 
person has placed their faith in Christ is not true baptism according to the Bible. 

 

WHY SHOULD A FOLLOWER OF CHRIST BE BAPTIZED? 
1. To follow the example set by Jesus. 
“In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan.” (Mark 1:9) 

2. Because Jesus said that all of His disciples should be baptized. 
"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded 
you…” (Matthew 28:19-20) 

 



3. Baptism demonstrates that a person has truly believed the gospel. 
“…many of the Corinthians when they heard were believing and being baptized.” (Acts 
18:8) 

 

WHAT IS THE MEANING OF BAPTISM? 
1. It pictures the death, burial and resurrection of Christ. “For I delivered to you first of all 
that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and 
that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures” (1 
Corinthians 15:3-4) ”…having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also 
raised up with Him.” (Colossians 2:12) 

2. It pictures the washing away of my sin. “And now why are you waiting? Arise and be 
baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” (Acts 22:16) 

3. It pictures the believer’s new life in Christ. “Or do you not know that all of us who 
have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? Therefore we 
have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised 
from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.” 
(Romans 6:3-4) 

4. The act of baptism does not make a person a Christian. Salvation comes only by the 
grace of God through the faith of the believer! Baptism is a picture of what has already 
taken place in the life of the person being baptized. 

 

WHY SHOULD A PERSON BE BAPTIZED BY IMMERSION? 
1. Because Jesus was baptized that way. “After being baptized, Jesus came up 
immediately from the water…” (Matthew 3:16) 

2. Because every baptism in the New Testament was by immersion. “…and they both 
went down into the water, Philip as well as the eunuch, and he baptized him. When they 
came up out of the water…” (Acts 8:38-39) 

3. Because the word baptize means “to go under water.” The Greek word baptizo 
means “to immerse or dip under water.” 

4. Because immersion best symbolizes death, burial and resurrection. 

 

 

 



 

 

DOES BAPTISM SAVE ME? 
1.  Baptism does not save you, but is a sign of God’s forgiving grace to you. It is that 
faith which saves. “ For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” 
(Ephesians 2:8-9) 

2.  Baptism is not required for salvation, but is the next step in following Jesus example 
and that of others in scripture. “Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I 
do to be saved?” And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you 
and your household.” And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in 
his house. And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and 
he was baptized at once, he and all his family.” (Acts 16:30-33) 

 

 

 
 

 


