
 

 
  

Lesson 9: God’s Faithfulness to Abram 
FBC Webb City- Dustin Burdin 

GOD’S KINGDOM, THE BIBLE, & US 
Understanding the Bible’s story, Jesus’ importance, & Our 
place in God’s plan  
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Introduction 
 
Last lesson we were in Genesis chapter sixteen. We saw the problems we can face by 
trying to ‘help’ God out and taking matters in our own hands. Sarai devised a plan to 
have a child through her hand maid Hagar, an Egyptian. Sarai believed she was unable 
to get pregnant and thought perhaps this would help fulfill God’s plan for them to have 
a child.  
 
Abram marries Hagar and she conceives. This caused strife in the family. Hagar looked 
down on Sarai since she could get pregnant for Abram but Sarai could not. Sarai 
treated Hagar harshly to the point she ran away.  
 
In the midst of her wanderings, we were introduced to a mysterious figure called The 
Angel of the Lord. This figure spoke as if He were divine and not merely an angel. 
Hagar also acknowledged this was a divine being she encountered. She was shocked 
that she was still alive after speaking with God.  
 
We believe this is an Old Testament appearance of Jesus. She did not know Him as 
Jesus. Jesus was not called, Jesus, until the time of Mary who gave birth to Him. 
However, Jesus is the Word of God, the Son of God. This divine Person has existed for 
eternity along with God the Father. These both make up one God, along with the Holy 
Spirit. Remember John chapter one.  
 
This chapter shows us God’s plans for the Kingdom, and to fulfill Genesis 3:15 prevail 
despite human failure. God’s plan is for Isaac to be the son of the promise, not 
Ishmael. Despite Abram’s attempt to ‘help’ God out, which ended up causing 
problems, God is faithful and will work out His perfect plan.  
 
We learned that it is always best to do things God’s way, and not our own way. We 
may think we are helping speed things up or make things more efficient to help God 
out, but in the end we are usually causing more trouble. We learned that God meant 
what He said that Abram and Sarai would have a son. Ishmael will be blessed, but he 
will not be the son of the covenant promise to bless all the families of the earth.  
 
We turn to Genesis seventeen to see God reconfirm the covenant to Abram.  
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God Reconfirms the Covenant 
 
Genesis 17:1-8 
 
 
 
God is God Almighty  
 
Verse, one says Abram is ninety-nine years old when the Lord appears to him again. 
Genesis 16:16 says Abram was eighty-six when Hagar gave birth to Ishmael. Thirteen 
years have passed since then and now God reconfirms the covenant to Abram.  
 
God calls Himself God Almighty. This is the Hebrew term El Shaddai. It can mean God 
who is the strong and mighty one and it can imply God the sufficient one who sustains 
and provides. I would argue we can blend both ideas behind the phrase El Shaddai. 
God Almighty means God is the all-strong One who can provide for all needs and 
sustain.  
 
This is interesting given the context of Abram’s situation. Let’s put this in perspective.  
 
Abram was seventy-five years old when God first called him in Genesis chapter twelve. 
Abram was eighty-six years old when Ishmael was born at the end of Genesis sixteen. 
Now, thirteen more years pass, and Abram is ninety-nine years old. For twenty-four 
years Abram has followed God. He has traveled away from his homeland to a foreign 
land. He has traveled by faith believing that God will one day provide for him a 
promised son.  
 
If we are honest, twenty-four years is a long time to live by faith in God’s promise and 
yet not see it come true up to this point. I can only imagine the mental stress this put-
on Abram and Sarai. They trust God, but they must have thought the promised son 
would have surely come along before twenty-four years.  
 
Ishmael is born to Abram and Hagar, but God tells them this is not the promised son. A 
child is yet to be born. Abram and Sarai are not getting younger, they are getting older. 
It seems more unlikely with each passing year. Yet, they press on.  
 
With this context in mind of the years of time that have passed up to this point, I think 
we can see the irony behind God telling Abram that He is Abram’s El Shaddai. God 
told Abram, “I am your almighty, all-powerful God that can make anything happen, I 
am your provider.” Abram may be thinking, “That sounds great, but I still don’t have my 
promised son yet, when will you provide him?”  
 
What stands out to you about God revealing Himself as Ell Shaddai (All-powerful, 
provider & sustainer)?  
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God’s Charge for Abram to be Blameless 
 
Genesis 17:1, God tells Abram that he is to walk before Him and be blameless. Let’s 
look at this idea of blameless more. What was it God wanted Abram specifically to be 
and do? Was Abram to be morally perfect and never sin again?  
 
 
Here are how some of the main English Bibles translate this phrase.  
 
(NASB95) I am God Almighty; Walk before Me, and be blameless. 
(ESV) I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless 
(KJV) I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. 
(NKJV) I am Almighty God; walk before Me and be blameless. 
(NIV) I am God Almighty; walk before me faithfully and be blameless. 
(CSB) “I am God Almighty. Live in my presence and be blameless. 
 
The KJV is the only one that uses the word perfect. The question is what is truly meant 
by perfect, or blameless?  
 

םיִמָּת  ta-mim is the Hebrew word behind the English perfect or blameless.  
 
This Hebrew word shows up 91 one times in the Hebrew Old Testament across 85 verses.  
 
Note: The quotes below are from the New American Standard Bible, 1995 edition. 
 
(Gen. 6:9) These are the records of the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous 
man, blameless in his generation. Noah walked with God. 
 
This instance the word speaks of Noah’s righteous character before God’s eyes.  
 
 
(Exod. 12:5) ‘Your lamb shall be an unblemished male a year old; you may take it from 
the sheep or from the goats. 
 
(Lev. 1:10) ‘But if his offering is from the flock, either from the sheep or from the goats, 
as a burnt offering, he shall offer a male without defect. 
 
Most of the renderings in the books of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers refer to the type of 
animal sacrifices to be offered to God. They are to be with defect or unblemished.  
 
 
(Deut. 18:13) You are to be blameless before the Lord your God. 
 
(Psalm 119:1) Blessed are those whose way is blameless, Who walk in the Law of 
the Lord. 
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(Prov. 11:20) The perverse in heart are an abomination to the Lord, But 
the blameless in their walk are His delight. 
 
This word is also used to speak about moral uprightness of standards and character.  
 
 
(Deut. 32:4) “The Rock! His work is perfect, For all His ways are just; A God of 
faithfulness and without injustice, Righteous and just is He. 
 
(2 Sam. 22:31) As for God, His way is blameless; The word of the Lord is refined; He is 
a shield to all who take refuge in Him. 
 
(Psalm 19:7) The Law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of 
the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. 
 
There are many verses where this word is used to speak about God’s nature, 
character, or His word as perfect.  
 
 
(Joshua 10:13) O the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, Until the nation avenged 
themselves of their enemies. Is it not written in the Book of Jashar? And the sun 
stopped in the middle of the sky and did not hurry to go down for about a whole day. 
 
(Prov. 1:12) Let’s swallow them alive like Sheol, Even whole, like those who go down to 
the pit; 
 
There is a lesser used sense of this word, but it is to be noted. The word can be used 
to speak about fullness, completion, or wholeness of something. It can mean a 
completion of time or a person being whole, not lacking anything they need.  
 
I wanted us to look at this sampling of verses to see that we must determine a word’s 
definition within its context. A word can have a range of meanings and the specific 
context must determine its particular meaning in the verse we examine.  
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50 of the 91 instances it means unblemished and refers to animals used for sacrifices 
to the Lord.  
 
18 of the 91 instances it is translated as blameless. This can be defined as, free from 
guilt; not subject to be blamed. Free from blame in conduct, upright in conduct.  
 

Innocent, i.e., pertaining to a person or condition of moral goodness, with a focus of 
being guiltless and not liable for sin or wrong1 

 
In several contexts the word has a wider background. When one is described by it, there 
is nothing in his outward activities or internal disposition that is odious to God; “… Noah 
was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God” (Gen. 6:9). 
This word describes his entire relationship to God.2 

 
We must factor in Genesis 17:1 with Paul’s teaching about Abraham in Romans 
chapter 4:1-8. Paul says Abraham was declared righteous by his faith in God’s 
promise. God made Abraham blameless because of his faith. We also must remember 
that Genesis 15:6 happened prior to God’s charge in Genesis 17:1.  
 
 
There are two possible ways to interpret what God meant by Abram’s necessary 
blamelessness that are both credible given the Hebrew word and the context.  

 
1 James Swanson, Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains : Hebrew (Old 

Testament) (Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997). 
2 W. E. Vine, Merrill F. Unger, and William White Jr., Vine’s Complete Expository 

Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words (Nashville, TN: T. Nelson, 1996), 176. 

Figure 1 Different Senses of the Word in OT 
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One view could be God called Abram to live an upright moral life. Abram was to 
exercise blameless living according to God’s standards.  
 

Just as righteousness received in faith was necessary for the establishment of the 
covenant, so a blameless walk before God was required for the maintenance and 
confirmation of the covenant.3 

 
We observed in chapter 15 that all of the obligations of the covenant fell upon God. 
Chapter 17 lends a bit of balance to that. Abram does not have license to live as he 
pleases. His behavior is to reflect the character of the One who called him.4 

 
The commentators I quoted above take such view. Many others do as well. This fits the 
word’s many usages, and it makes sense God could have been charging Abram to live 
a life of faith that proved that faith through obedience.  
 
Another view could be that God had in mind a direct link to the covenant sign of 
circumcision. Remember the word we read in English as blameless or perfect can also 
be translated complete or whole. It is possible God meant that Abram had another step 
to go in order to have the covenant be complete or whole. That final step would be the 
circumcision of all males after eight days old. This view I believe is also valid and fits 
both the word and the context.  
 
Which one? I hate to sound as though I am dodging the matter, but I think perhaps 
God meant all the above. Let me explain. 
 
In Genesis 15 we saw God made the covenant with Abram and God walked through 
the covenant animal blood two times. The covenant does not depend on Abram’s 
faithfulness. Abram believed God, exercised faith, and God gave him righteousness. 
Abram was saved by faith. Now we see in Genesis 17 God repeats the covenant 
promise. He reconfirms it to Abram after his sinful action of taking matters in his own 
hands with Hagar and Ishmael.  
 
It could be that while the covenant does not depend on Abram, God still charged 
Abram to live a life of obedience to the covenant. God did not give Abram a free ticket 
to live however he wanted. Abram owed God obedience and faithfulness. He was 
saved by faith, but now that life of faith needed to be expressed through a lifestyle of 
obedience.  
 

 
3 Carl Friedrich Keil and Franz Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament, vol. 1 

(Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1996), 142–143. 
4 Victor P. Hamilton, “Genesis,” in Evangelical Commentary on the Bible, vol. 3, Baker 

Reference Library (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1995), 22. 



 7 

It can also be said that God wanted Abram to express his covenant loyalty and 
exercise an act of obedience through the command of circumcision. Abram had one 
more step to go in order to be complete, circumcision, and in this way he would obey 
God and be blameless in regards to his covenant loyalty.  
 
This is an important matter to walk through. We must remember we are saved by faith, 
just as Abram was. However, a heart of faith will live a life of obedience. Salvation is by 
faith, not by works, but a real faith will go to work through seeking a blameless life 
before God. I believe it is also the case that God meant for Abram to become complete 
or whole in covenant loyalty by obeying the sign of circumcision. If Abram disobeyed 
the command of circumcision, then we would rightly say that Abram was not living a 
blameless life before the Lord.  
 
God charged Abram to fully obey the covenant, both through circumcision and moral 
obedience to God’s standards. However, God knew Abram would never be sinless 
until he was in Heaven. I don’t think God mean Abram must be sinless or else the 
covenant fails. Abram could have never lived up to that standard, nor can we.  
 
God provided Jesus to be the covenant sacrifice to forgive sinners like us who cannot 
be sinless until Heaven. Just because we cannot be 100% sinless this side of Heaven, 
does not give us an excuse to live a life of sin. Sin should be the exception in our lives, 
not the norm.  
 
God upholds Abram’s covenant by His own power, yet God charges Abram to live a 
life of obedience by faith and blamelessness.  
 

Conclusion  
 
 
I know that took time to go through this word study, but I felt it could be helpful to see 
how to do a word study through the Bible. A word can have multiple meanings. The 
context in how it is used in a particular sentence or passage, determines which 
definition we give it.  
 
Example, if I asked you to define the word, run, you would need to ask me to give you 
an example sentence. Why? Because run can have a range of meanings. “I need to run 
to the store.” “My dish washer runs properly.” “She can run really fast.”  
 
Each of these examples is a different meaning to the word run, but it is the same word. 
The Bible is no different. We need to determine the different definitions possible for a 
given Bible word. We can do this using a good Bible diction and/or a concordance. A 
concordance will show you all the instances for a particular word in the Bible. Then you 
must use some logic and inductive reasoning to conclude how you should define the 
word in the particular verse you are examining.  
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It sounds like a lot of work, but it is fun to figure out more about what God truly said in 
His Word to us. If you would like to know a good free internet resource to do this, go to 
www.BlueLetterBible.org 
 
I would love to show you if you want to see how it can be done, and for free! You will 
not have to purchase any books. 
 
If you are not an internet person, I can show you a couple of good books to help you 
do this too! 
 
In this lesson we saw that God is Abraham’s El Shaddai. His all-powerful, all-sustaining 
God. Abraham continued to live by faith. He had not received the promised son at this 
point in our study, yet he pressed on following God.  
 
God’s timetable will not match ours usually. We expect things soon, God may take 
years to see something fulfilled. He is the eternally all-wise One, we are not.  
 
God is fulfilling His promise from Genesis 3:15. He is pressing on with Abram and will 
see to it he and Sarai have the promised son to carry on the ultimate promise of God’s 
Son to come to bring people into the Kingdom of God.  
 
We also took our time exploring what God may have meant when He called Abram to 
“walk before Me and be blameless.” I wanted us to go through a word study so you 
can adopt this model in your personal Bible reading.  
 
We saw from this word that God calls us to live by faith. We are saved by faith and not 
works. True faith will go to work though. God calls us to live by faith and walk in 
obedience to His ways. We are called to overcome sin and seek a life of 
blamelessness. We are blameless in one sense in that God has declared us no longer 
guilty of our sin. Yet in another sense in our daily lives, we still sin. In this regard we 
strive to live up to our blameless status God has given us in Christ.  
 
  


