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GOD’S KINGDOM, THE BIBLE & US 
Understanding the Bible’s story, Jesus’ importance, & Our 
place in God’s plan  
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Introduction 
 
Last lesson we explored the rest of the covenant God made with Abram (Abraham) in 
Genesis chapter fifteen. The main focus was on how covenants were “cut.” God 
caused a deep trance to fall on Abram so that he could watch something in front of 
him, but he could not move and take part in it.  
 
God appeared in two forms, a smoking pot and a flaming torch. He passed through the 
covenant cut animal blood two times. God declared a covenant to Abram that He 
would be His God and bless all families of the earth through Abram and make of him a 
great nation. God did not let Abram pass through the covenant blood. This symbolized 
that the covenant did not depend on human faithfulness, or else it would have failed. 
God saw to it by Himself that the covenant would be upheld.  
 
Remember the focus of our study is on the big story of the Bible which I believe to be 
about the Kingdom of God. Let’s remember that God was keeping the Kingdom alive 
through Abram and his soon-to-be offspring.  
 
God is fulfilling Genesis 3:15 and His plan is to form a new nation through this man 
Abram. From this nation will come the King, the Savior, to fulfill Genesis 3:15. God is 
calling people to repent and join in His Kingdom. He will publicly evangelize the world 
through this man Abram and his nation to come.  
 
 
 

Abram & Sarai Try to ‘Help’ God 
 
Genesis 16 
 
Sarai and Abram realize they still have no child. God has promised since Genesis 12 
they would have a son. Abram started following the Lord at age 75. At this point in 
Genesis, he is probably 85. Ten years have passed but no son yet. 
 
Sarai convinces Abram to marry her hand maid, Hagar (an Egyptian). Hagar conceives 
a son by Abram. Genesis 16:4 says Hagar began to look down on Sarai. Hagar 
perhaps felt higher up than Sarai now since she was the one who was able to get 
pregnant for Abram and Sarai could not yet.  
 
Genesis 16:5 is interesting. Sarai seems to blame Abram for her own idea! Sarai says, 
“may the wrong done to me be on you.” Sarai came up with the plan, but when Sarai 
regretted it, she blamed Abram for listening to her anyways.  
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Abram permitted Sarai to deal harshly with Hagar. Sarai was harsh on her to the point 
she ran away.  
 
 
The Angel of the Lord Appears 
 
Genesis 16:7-14 
 
A mysterious figure enters the scene at this point. Let’s take our time and investigate 
this further.  
 
Verse 7 says, the ‘angel of the Lord’ found Hagar by a spring of water in the 
wilderness. He interacts with her starting in verse eight.  
 
He instructs Hagar to return back to her mistress, Sarai and submit to her. He also 
promised her that her offspring would be multiplied beyond counting. She will have a 
son and name him Ishmael. The name Ishmael can be translated, “God hears.” This is 
confirmed in Genesis 16:11 with the phrase, “because the Lord has listened to your 
affliction.”  
 
Then the angel of the Lord makes a prophecy that Ishmael will be a wild donkey of a 
man. He will be at war with others but rule as a king over his kinsmen.  
 
Many historians and scholars believe the modern-day Arabs can trace their lineage 
back to Ishmael. Some of argued this explains why many Arab nations have largely 
been at war with Jews throughout history. It could be a fulfillment of Genesis 16:12 
 
Hagar’s response beginning in verse 13 is important.  
 
Notice the phrase, “she called the name of the Lord who spoke to her.” Hagar 
acknowledged that the Angel of the Lord figure she was speaking with, was divine. He 
was no mere angel. He was the Lord!  
 
She called the Lord, “You are a God of seeing” This phrase is difficult to translate from 
Hebrew. It can be translated also: You are the God who sees.  
 
The next part is key too. She says, “Truly here I have seen Him who looks after me.” 
Again this can be translated different ways from the Hebrew. It could be: Have I also 
here seen Him who looks after me? Or, “Have I seen Him who sees me?”  
 
The focus of this phrase seems to be that Hagar was amazed that she was alive after 
talking to this angel of the Lord. She realized it was a divine being she was talking to. 
She named Him El-Roi which was a divine name for the God who sees, or God who 
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sees me. She was in awe because she could not fathom that God who looks after her 
appeared to her and talked to her.  
 
She was amazed that God showed her this mercy and appeared to her and talked to 
her. Notice the NKJV: “Have I also here seen Him who sees me?”1  
 
Also, the NASB is more specific when it translates this as, “Have I even remained alive 
here after seeing Him?”2 
 
Who appeared to Hagar?  
 
 
 
 
From this evidence in the passage, we can say the Lord spoke to her and appeared to 
her. However, we know from other passages God cannot directly appear to a person 
and they remain alive. See Exodus 33:18-23; John 1:18; 1 John 4:12 for this idea. 
 
His glory is too much. The key is the Bible said this figure was called the Angel of the 
Lord.  
 
This Angel of the Lord figure is God who took on a different appearance before Hagar.  
 
Further proof this is no ordinary angel is in the wording of how He talked to Hagar. 
Angels deliver messages from God and it is clear when they speak to people that they 
are giving them a message from God. Angels do not speak as if they are God.  
 
The Angel of the Lord said in Genesis 16:10, “I will surely multiply your offspring.” He 
spoke with divine authority. He told Hagar it would be Him who does this. This was 
God talking and appearing before her as this Angel of the Lord.  
 
Don’t get caught up on the word angel. Angel simply means messenger from God. So 
this is the Messenger from the Lord.  
 
Who is this?  
 
 
 
My view is this is Jesus Christ appearing to Hagar. He is not known as Jesus yet, that 
comes after the birth through Mary. This is the Word of God appearing to her (John 

 
1 The New King James Version (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1982), Ge 16:13. 
2 New American Standard Bible: 1995 Update (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 1995), 
Ge 16:13. 
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1:1). The Word of God is equally God along with the Father. The Word of God carries 
out the function of revealing the message of God to humanity.  
 
We will see this Angel (Messenger) figure appear later on and the people realize they 
are dealing with the Lord.  
 
Examples are: Genesis 18:-13 & 32:30; also note Exodus 3:2 
 
 
She names the well where this happened at Beer-lahai-roi which can be translated: the 
well of the Living One who sees me 
 
 
Hagar Obeys- Ishmael is Born 
 
Genesis 16:15-16 
 
Hagar returns at the word of the Angel of the Lord. She gives birth to Ishmael.  
 
Abram was eighty-six years old when Ishmael was born to him. However, Ishmael is 
not the son that will carry on the covenant promise.  
 
 

Conclusion 
 
Abram and Sarai believed God’s promise of a son, but they thought maybe God meant 
not through Sarai physically. Sarai and Abram though they needed to help God out 
with the promise. They took matters into their own hands. Unfortunately, this was not 
good.  
 
We will see references later on where their actions lead to family troubles. However, 
despite their sinful actions, God showed His grace and mercy. God was merciful to 
Hagar and gave her son a promise too. Also, God will be merciful to Abram and Sarai. 
He forgives them and carries out His original promise for them to have a son. 
 
There is a lesson here for us too. We don’t need to take matters in our own hands to 
‘help’ God out. We need to do things the way God said and trust the results to Him.  
 
However, if we find ourselves in a scenario where we messed up because we thought 
our way was best, we can have confidence God forgives and remains faithful to us. We 
must turn our situations over to the Lord by confessing what we have done, repenting 
from it, and praying to the Lord that He show us how He can redeem our bad situation 
we got ourselves in.  
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The Angel of the Lord is the Word of God. He is an Old Testament appearance of 
Jesus before He was known as Jesus. God has been helping people and talking with 
people ever since the first day of Creation. Even after Adam and Eve sinned, God still 
found a way to visit people and speak to them. God did this through the Word of God, 
the Son of God.  
 
This shows us that even in the Old Testament, God keeps His promises, and He 
speaks to His people. In the New Testament we see this come true more fully. God 
sent the Word of God to be born as a Son. Jesus came to reveal God and carry out the 
plan of salvation.  
 
Don’t think Jesus only existed at His birth from Mary. He has eternally existed with the 
Father as God.  
 
God is carrying on the promise-plan of the Kingdom through Abram. He sees to it that 
it will happen in His way despite human failure.  


