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GOD’S KINGDOM, THE BIBLE, & US 
Understanding the Bible’s story, Jesus’ importance, & Our 
place in God’s plan  
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Introduction 
 
We were introduced to Abram in our last lesson. This man and his wife had no children 
and were getting along in years. They were from the land of Haran. In Genesis chapter 
twelve, God called to Abram and called him to take part in God’s plan to fulfill Genesis 
3:15.  
 
God promised to make Abram a great nation. Abram needed to leave his land and 
family and follow God. God promised a son would be born to Abram and more 
offspring to come through his family tree. Abram’s family would bless all the families of 
the earth.  
 
Remember, this all relates back to sin in the Garden of Eden and God’s promise of 
Genesis 3:15. God is fulling this promise in phases. The next phase will be carried out 
through Abram.  
 
Here are some key points to recall as we move into our next part of the story.  
 
In Genesis chapter fifteen, God recalls the promise to Abram once again. God showed 
Abram the stars and said Abram’s descendants would be innumerable like the stars. 
Abram did not know how this would be possible, yet Abram chose to believe God and 
take Him at His word.  
 
Genesis 15:6 said Abram believed God. Abram expressed faith in God’s promise to 
make him a blessing to all families of the earth, despite the fact he and his wife had no 
children.  
 
In exchange for his faith God made Abram righteous. The rest of Genesis 15:6 says 
after Abram believed God; God counted it to Abram as righteousness.  
 
A spiritual transaction occurred. Abram placed faith in God’s promise and God gave 
Abram righteousness. 
 
We investigated this out further and saw how the Bible consistently teaches salvation 
is only by faith. The Bible from cover to cover only teaches salvation by one way. 
God’s grace saves people, and He grants salvation to those who place their faith in 
Him.  
 
Abram did not know the name Jesus. He did not know the plan of Jesus dying on a 
cross and rising again. However, Abram placed full faith in the plan of salvation 
revealed to him at that time. Paul directly says in Galatians chapter three that this 
episode was the Gospel preached to Abram.  
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Galatians 3:16 Paul says God promised to Abram’s seed/offspring. The word seed (or 
offspring) was in singular form. Paul picked up on this to make the point that God all 
along was not simply talking about Abram’s family to come. God was talking about a 
specific offspring to come who would fulfill all of this. That offspring of Abram was 
Jesus of Nazareth, the Messiah.  
 
As we move on, remember that the Bible’s idea for salvation has always been by God’s 
grace given in response to faith. We saw this with Adam naming his wife Eve and we 
see it now with Abram believing God’s promise.  
 
In this lesson we explore the rest of Genesis chapter fifteen and the covenant God 
makes with Abram. This covenant is a bedrock foundation for the rest of the plan of 
salvation. It helps us understand more of the Bible as one big story.  
 
 

God’s Covenant with Abram 
 
 
Genesis 15:7-21 
 
 
Abram believed God but he also asked God how he could know he will possess the 
land per God’s promise. He was essentially saying to God, “I believe what you say, but 
what will be the sign of this promise?” 
 
God agreed to enter into a covenant with Abram at this point.  
 
The ingredients for the covenant are found in verse nine.  
  
 Three-year-old heifer 
 Three-year-old female goat 
 Three-year-old ram 
 Turtledove 
 Young pigeon 
 
This next part will sound awkward and gory because we do not live in a society that 
makes covenants like this anymore.  
 
Abram prepares the animals by cutting each in half. He lays each half against the other. 
It points out he did not cut the birds in half.  
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How Covenants were Made 
 
 
Definition of an Old Testament Covenant 
 

A covenant is a legally binding agreement between two parties. It is often solemnized or 
ratified by an oath or other means and usually places demands on one or both parties. 
Covenants played a major role in the ancient Near East, which made them a useful way 
for God to relate to his people and demonstrate his commitment to them. God’s covenant 
with Israel is the primary concept used to describe his relationship with his people.1 

 
Covenants came in different variations, but historians have traced out similar features. 
Essentially each party declared their promise to keep, or action to avoid. They often 
declared blessings for the upholding of the covenant. Also, they declared curses if 
someone violated the covenant. Then there would be an oath declared. Sometimes this 
was all that was needed. At other times sacrifices would be offered to seal the 
covenant with a more severe tone.  
 
In this instance it seems Abram and God are engaging in one of the more formal types 
of covenants that involved animal sacrifices.  
 
Often animals were cut in half. Their parts are laid in two rows. The blood would drain 
into a low spot or a basin. The people making the covenant may walk through the 
blood one after the other. This symbolized the severity of the covenant. They were 
calling upon a curse on their own life should they violate the covenant.  
 
Jeremiah 34:18 is a clue to the symbolism of this event when making covenants.  
 

And the men who transgressed my covenant and did not keep the terms of the 
covenant that they made before me, I will make them like the calf that they cut in two 
and passed between its parts— 

 
This passing between the animal parts was symbolic. It was essentially the person 
saying, “My own blood be shed if I break the oath of this covenant.” 
 
We must remember there were no modern court systems during this time. No legal 
system like we are used to. We often sign contracts that govern the relationship 
between us and a business or some other entity. If our contracts are violated, we have 
legal resources to sue and seek compensation. In Abram’s day this was not the case.  
 
Covenants were a type of contract arrangement. The cutting of the animals may seem 
strange to us, but to them this was how covenants were ‘cut.’  

 
1 Michael R. Jones, “Covenant,” in Lexham Theological Wordbook, ed. Douglas Mangum et al., 
Lexham Bible Reference Series (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2014). 
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God Alters the Covenant with Abram 
 
Notice in Genesis 15:12-18 something unique about this covenant.  
 
God caused a deep sleep to fall on Abram. Abram is not unconscious, but he is in a 
type of immobilized state of trance. What is happening is playing out before him. He 
can only watch not participate.  
 
God made the promise again to Abram. He laid out the land area and the peoples that 
his descendants were promised to overtake. The irony is God told Abram the sign that 
the promise will come true will be his offspring will become slaves in a foreign land for 
400 years. Then, God will deliver them out of slavery and bring them back to this land 
and give it to them. Abram has to trust God by faith that this will come true because 
tells Abram he will die before this happens.  
 
 
What should have happened next is Abram pass through and God pass through the 
two rows of cut in half animals. This is not what happened.  
 
Genesis 15:17 says God appeared in two forms, a smoking pot and a flaming torch. 
These two pieces passed between the covenant animals while Abram watched. Abram 
was an onlooker.  
 
What do you think God was implying by doing the covenant in this manner?  
 
 
 
 
 
God made a covenant with Abram that should have involved each of them declaring a 
part to uphold. However, God did not let Abram pass through the covenant animals. 
God passed through twice.  
 
This signifies God, and God alone, will see to it the covenant is fulfilled. It will not and 
cannot fail. The covenant does not depend on Abram’s faithfulness. It only depends on 
God’s faithfulness.  
 
In many covenants the one who violated their part could be killed for the breach. God 
would not let this happen to Abram. God knows people are sinful and will fail their part. 
God made a way for Him to be the only one the promise of salvation depended on.  
 
This is a one-sided covenant that benefits the other party who did not take part in an 
obligation declaration. God made this covenant to benefit Abram and the rest of 
humanity, and He ensured it cannot fail.  
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Hebrews 6:13-14 tells us God did this by Himself. He swore the promise, Abram did 
not.  
 

Christ the Covenant Fulfiller  
 
This is all foreshadowing to Jesus’ sacrifice. Humanity failed God. We deserve death. 
However, God made the covenant by Himself. God will be the one to pay for 
humanity’s failed part.  
 
Jesus came, died on the cross to pay for humanity’s failure. God saw to it by His own 
power that salvation could come to people. If salvation depended on people, we would 
never have it.  
 
God saw to it by His own might that the promise to Abram, that he would be a blessing 
to all families, could not fail. This is how God operates. He ensures His plans come 
true. He benefits humanity with the gift of His Son and the salvation Jesus offers, and 
He saw to it by His own authority that this salvation could become a reality.  
 
We serve an almighty God who ensures His promises to us come true, not because of 
who we are, but because of who He is.  
 
God is carrying out his next phase in His plan to redeem people back to the Kingdom 
through Abram. In our next lessons we will continue looking at this special family and 
what God will continue to do through them.  


