
 

 

  

Lesson 6: God’s Promise to Abram 
FBC Webb City-Dustin Burdin 

GOD’S KINGDOM, THE BIBLE, & US 
Understanding the Bible’s story, Jesus’ importance, & Our 
place in God’s plan  
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God’s Salvation Through a Promised Nation 
 

God continues His work to fulfill Genesis 3:15. The next chapter in this plan will be 
carried out through a man named Abram. God will form a nation. God will see to it the 
promised Son comes through a nation He has entered a covenant with. This nation will 
be God’s special people. They are to be a blessing to all other nations.  

To form a nation, you must have people in it. God sets His sights on a man from the 
land of Ur.  

 

God’s Promise to Abram 
 

Who is Abram? 

From the descendants of Shem, one of Noah’s sons (see Genesis 11:10-26). His father 
is Terah.  

Genesis 11:27-32 says one of Terah’s sons, Haran, died in the land of Ur. Haran was 
Lot’s father, Abram’s nephew. Abram marries Sarai and his brother Nahor marries 
Milcah.  

We are told in Genesis 11:30 that Abram’s wife, Sarai, is barren.  

After the death of his son Haran, Terah decides to journey to Canaan. We are told 
Nahor, brother of Abram, stayed behind. Terah took Abram, Sarai, and Lot with him to 
Canaan.  

While on the way to Canaan, Terah decided to settle at a place called Haran. It’s 
possible it’s name became Haran as a memory to Abram’s deceased brother. Terah 
died while at Haran.  

Abram’s name in Hebrew can mean exalted father. 

 

Genesis 12:1-9 

At this point in Abram’s life, God speaks to him.  

What must Abram do? 
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God calls Abram to keep journeying to the Promised Land of Canaan. Abram is to 
leave his kindred and journey to a place God will show him.  

What will God do for Abram? 

• make him a great nation 
• bless him 
• make his name great 
• Abram shall be a blessing 
• God will bless & curse those who bless or curse him 
• Through Abram, all families of the earth will be blessed 

 

What is ironic about the promises God made to Abram? 

Abram is childless. Abram was also seventy-five years old (Genesis 12:4). It is ironic 
that God would call a man in Abram’s season of life to form a nation through.  

A child must be born to him and Sarai for the promise to come true, yet for seventy-five 
years they have been unable to have children.  

 

Let’s look at Joshua 24:2,3.  

 

What do you find ironic about Abram and his family from reading this passage in 
Joshua? 

 

 

I find it ironic that Joshua points out Abram and his kindred were pagans. They served 
other gods.  

God looks across all humanity and decides who He will use to carry out the promise to 
save people. He decides that He will form a nation to be His own special people. This 
nation will be the one through whom the Messiah will come. To get this process 
started, God chooses a seventy-five-year-old man whose wife is barren, and his family 
are pagan idol worshippers.  
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What does this tell us about the kind of people God uses to fulfill His plans? 

 
 

Take note of what Paul says in 1 Corinthians 1:26-31. 

God has chosen to use those whom by worldly standards are not the smartest, not the 
elite, not noble, not the most capable, and not the best choice. God looks for 
faithfulness not the most qualified by society’s standards.  

 

Abram’s Response to God 
Genesis 12:4, “Abram went, as the Lord had told him.” 

 

Genesis 15:1-20 

Let’s look at this essential passage to understand what God was doing through Abram. 

 

Abram’s Faith 
 

Genesis 15:1-6 

God promises to Abram he will be his shield and give him a great reward. Abram 
questions God (not from doubt, but from a heart of confusion) how he can know God 
will bless him since he is still childless.  

God assures Abram that a child from his own body will be the promised son to carry 
on the next phase of the process. God takes Abram outside and has him gaze at all the 
stars in the skies. These uncountable stars represent the amount of offspring Abram 
will have.  

Genesis 15:6 is critical to the Bible’s story. Abram believed God. In return, God 
counted it (credited it) to Abram as righteousness. 

This is the same message we say today that one must put their faith in Jesus and in 
return God gives them Jesus’ righteousness. Abram expressed faith in God’s promise, 
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even though he didn’t understand how it was possible. In return, God forgave Abram of 
his sins and gave him righteousness. Abram was made righteous by faith.  

Salvation by faith is the process God saves people from their sins. He gives them His 
own righteousness through their faith. It was the same in the Old Testament as in the 
New Testament.  

 

Romans 4:1-5 

Paul uses this event to explain that salvation is only through faith in God’s promise. 
God gives righteousness to those who have faith in Him.  

 

Hebrews 11:8-10 says Abraham (formerly named Abram) obeyed God by faith.  

This helps us understand the Bible better. There has never been different ways God 
saves people. God has only forgiven people from their sins one way. God gives 
righteousness and forgiveness to those who express true faith in His promise.  

The Old Testament people did not know the full Gospel story, but they were saved by 
their faith in the promise God revealed to them at that time. We are saved in our 
present era by faith in the promise that God has sent the Son to die for sins and raise 
the dead to life. It’s all by faith and it’s all through Jesus Christ. They looked forward to 
Jesus, we look back and believe He came and will come again.  

 

The Gospel Preached to Abram 
How can Abram bless all the families of the earth? 

Let’s look at Galatians 3:6-9 

 

Paul says that Abram is the father of all who have faith. Anyone who has faith in Jesus 
and is saved from their sins, is a spiritual offspring of Abram. In this way God fulfills His 
promise to Abram.  

Jesus Christ is the promised seed that would bless all families of the earth through 
Abram.  
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Notice Galatians 3:16. Paul says God promised to Abram’s seed/offspring (singular) 
not seeds/offsprings (plural). In Genesis 12:7, God says to Abram He will give this land 
to Abram’s offspring. In the Hebrew the word is singular, not plural. Paul says this was 
God specifying one person was coming through Abram to bless all families of the 
earth. Paul gives the answer, Jesus. Jesus is the promised offspring of Abram.  

Conclusion 
We see that God advances the plan to fulfill Genesis 3:15 through the man Abram. God 
is going to form a nation. Through this nation He will bless all families of the earth. This 
nation will be Israel whom the Messiah comes from.  

God saved Abram by faith. The Bible is consistent in its message that salvation is only 
by faith and God gives righteousness to the faithful. Old Testament people were saved 
in the same way we are today. They looked forward in faith that God would fulfill His 
promise. We look back and believe that God has fulfilled them through Jesus’ death 
and resurrection.  

Salvation by God’s grace through faith is exemplified by Abram. He is the father of all 
of us who are in Christ by faith. In this way, God fulfills the promise that he would have 
more descendants than the stars. 

Jesus is the fulfillment of the promised seed (offspring) of Abram to come and bless all 
families of the earth. These truths help us understand the Bible’s overall story. God’s 
Kingdom was assaulted by rebels, through sin. However, God offered salvation to the 
rebels and advances that salvation promise through key people, like Abram. God’s 
promise was one day a son was coming to overthrow the curse of sin (Genesis 3:15). 
This Son is Jesus. Jesus will reign on the throne of God over the Kingdom. He invites 
people to come into the Kingdom and find grace and mercy through faith in this good 
news.  

 

 


