
 

 

  

Lesson 56- God Dwells Among His People: The Tabernacle & The Holy Spirit 
Dustin Burdin-FBC Webb City 

THE KINGDOM, THE BIBLE, & US 
Understanding the Bible’s story, Jesus’ importance, & Our 
place in God’s Kingdom plan  
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Introduction 
We come to our final lesson dealing with the Tabernacle in the book of Exodus. Ever since 
Israel was rescued out of slavery in Egypt by God, He has been moving them towards the 
Promised Land. However, along the way in the book of Exodus we saw how God brought 
them to Mt. Sinai to enter the Covenant with Israel. They were to be His people and obey 
His laws, and God would be their God and provide, protect, and bless them.  
 
While there at the mountain, God gave instructions for Moses beyond the Ten 
Commandments. We explored across several lessons God’s instructions for the 
Tabernacle (house) to be constructed. This house of God, the Tabernacle, was to be a place 
where God’s special presence would dwell. The reason for this is God wanted to show His 
people that He really was among them. He was truly with them in their midst.  
 
This is why I titled those lessons, God Dwells Among His People. I wanted us to understand 
that the point of all those details was for God getting things prepared for His presence to be 
among Israel. God is a Spirit and His presence is everywhere, He was already among Israel. 
However, God was going to physically manifest His glory in a special way for Israel and 
meet with Moses and the High Priest from the Ark of the Covenant in the Tabernacle. This 
was for Israel, not for God’s benefit. God did not permit idols and statues to be made of His 
likeness, yet God gave something physical Israel could look to, the Tabernacle, and have 
confidence their God was among them. From the time at Mt. Sinai, the rest of the book of 
Exodus has been all about God giving instructions for Israel to prepare for His arrival in His 
house.  
 
God wants to be among His people. He wanted to with Old Covenant Israel, and He still 
wants to with His New Covenant people, the Church. In this lesson we will see the 
construction of the Tabernacle and how God’s presence came down to fill the Tabernacle. 
We will end on looking at how in the New Covenant God dwells among His people.  

The Tabernacle is Built 
The Tabernacle is built and is explained in Exodus 36-40. Let’s look at Exodus 38 to see the 
costs of the Tabernacle.  
 
Exodus 38:21-31 
 
God used the Holy Spirit to give wisdom to chosen craftsmen, jewelers, and other 
tradesmen who knew exactly how to construct the Tabernacle and its furnishings according 
to the plan God showed Moses.  
 
Here is a summary of the costs to build the Tabernacle and its furniture. These are just the 
metals used, it does not include the linens and other items.  
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Gold= 29 talents & 730 shekels 
Silver= 100 talents & 1,775 shekels 
Bronze= 70 talents & 2,400 shekels 

 
Scholars have provided estimates for how many pounds these talents and shekels equaled 
based on other known factors. One scholar says the total amount of the gold brought was 
approximately 2,210 pounds; of silver, approximately 7,601 pounds; of copper, 
approximately 5,350 pounds.1 This is one of the higher estimates. Another commentator 
says approximately one ton of gold, four tons of silver, and two and a half tons of bronze are 
used.2 Still another scholar gives a range of 2,000 to 2200 pounds of gold, 7,544 pounds of 
silver, and 5,310 pounds of bronze (copper).3 
 
It is worth noting that the gold and bronze were free-will donations given by the people. The 
silver had portions of it given by a free-will oaering, however most of it was collected from 
the people as a type of atonement tax. We read in Exodus 38:26 about this tax of silver and 
who it was collected from.  
 
Here is a summary of how much the Tabernacle’s metals would cost in today’s market 
price per ounce of gold, silver, and copper.4  
 

$68,057,920 of gold 
$2,858,271 of silver 
$20,390 of copper/bronze 
 

If the Tabernacle were erected today, March of 2024, just the three metals used for it and 
the furniture would be a total value of at least $70,936,581. This does not include the value 
for the linens and any other materials used. We do not know how much in dollar value the 
Tabernacle materials would have been worth back in Moses’ day. Unfortunately, we do not 
have an exchange rate to use. Nonetheless we can see the Tabernacle was a highly 
valuable and elaborate ordeal to prepare for the meeting place of Yahweh. 
 
These valuable metals were partially donated by the people. What does this say to you 
about the Israelite’s attitude towards the Tabernacle? 
 

 
1 John I. Durham, Exodus, vol. 3, Word Biblical Commentary (Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 1987), 490. 
 
2 T. Desmond Alexander, Exodus, ed. John H. Walton, Teach the Text Commentary Series (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Baker Books: A Division of Baker Publishing Group, 2016), 185. 
 
3 Douglas K. Stuart, Exodus, vol. 2, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman 
Publishers, 2006), 774. 
 
4 As of March 5, 2024, closing market prices. Assuming 2,000 lbs. of gold, 7,544 lbs. of silver, & 5,310 lbs. of 
copper/bronze. 
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Why do you think Moses included the amount of gold, silver, and bronze when he did not do 
this for the other materials?  
 
 
 
 
These three metals are the most expensive and precious materials used for the Tabernacle. 
I believe Moses included the specific amounts for them to show how elaborate, ornate, and 
majestic the Tabernacle was. Furthermore, Moses shows us that all of Israel at that time 
were truly wanting Yahweh to be among them, and they willingly donated these precious 
metals. 

God’s Glory in the Tabernacle 
Exodus 40 
Verses one through thirty-three explain the process of constructing the Tabernacle and 
placing the furniture in the proper areas. Once this was complete, we look at verses thirty-
four through thirty-eight for God’s finishing portion.  
 
Exodus 40:34-38 
God was guiding Israel during the day by a thick cloud in the sky, and by night by a pillar of 
fire. Notice in verse thirty-four that the cloud guiding them suddenly descended and it 
covered the Tent of Meeting (Tabernacle). The verse reads that the glory of the Lord 
(Yahweh) filled the tabernacle.  
 
The word glory comes from a Hebrew word that means heaviness or weightiness. This can 
mean literal weight, but most often it means figurative weight. It refers to a person having 
great importance and status. Some other words to describe glory would be high status, 
honor, splendor, and majesty. The English word glory attempts to capture all these ideas in 
one word. Often the Bible says a person is to give God the glory by praising, honoring, and 
worshipping Him. However, in this verse it describes God’s glory as if it is an object.  
 
Verse thirty-four says the glory of Yahweh did something, it filled the tabernacle. The pillar 
cloud in the sky descended into the tabernacle and this was described as God’s glory filling 
the tent. God’s majesty, splendor, awesomeness, was represented in this cloud and it filled 
the tabernacle.  
 
Remember, God is a spirit and as such He is not confined to a physical location like we are. 
God can cause His presence to be physically manifested in special ways for special 
purposes if He desires too. Also remember that in Exodus 19:18-25 God’s special presence 



 4 

descended on Mt. Sinai in the form of fire, smoke, and a violent quake. God can do these 
things when He needs to.  
 
He does not reveal His true essence, or else this would obliterate a person. However, He 
can reveal His presence in veiled ways at times. This is one of those times at the tabernacle 
dedication event.  
 
Verse thirty-five explains the tabernacle was filled with this cloud of God’s glory to the 
degree that Moses was not able to enter the tent. This idea of Moses was not able does not 
mean he did not have permission to enter. It literally means he physically could not go in 
due to this majestic cloud filling it with God’s glory.  
 
What does this scene teach us about how awesome and glorious God is? 
 
 
 
 
Scenes like this should remind us how dangerous God’s full essence must be to sinners. 
God could not expose His true face or else Israel would die. God veiled His presence by 
using this cloud of glory. Yet even then, it is too much for Moses to be able to enter the tent. 
This gives us glimpses into the awesome and powerful nature of God’s essence. 
 
Verses thirty-six through thirty-eight explain that whenever the cloud of glory lifted up from 
the tabernacle, Israel knew it was time to pack it up and travel. God guided them by day 
with this cloud of and by night with a pillar of fire. Whenever the cloud stopped moving, 
they knew it was time to set the Tabernacle up again. The cloud descended back in the 
tabernacle. Israel knew to remain where they were as long as the cloud remained at the 
tabernacle.  
 
I want to draw attention to verse thirty-eight, the last verse of Exodus. When reading the 
books of the Bible, it can be insightful to see the first verse and the last verse of that book. 
They can give clues to what is important. Moses ended Exodus by informing readers that 
even at night God had the pillar of fire somehow in the tabernacle.  
 
Like Moses’ experience of the burning bush that was not burning, the fire was in the 
tabernacle, but not burning the tabernacle. Look at the last phrase of Exodus, “there was 
fire in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel.” Moses pointed out that any Israelite 
could look at night and physically see the glow of the fire of God’s glory from the 
tabernacle.  
 
Why do you think Moses specifically pointed out that this fire by night in the tent was in the 
sight of all Israel? 
 
 



 5 

 
 
I believe this is a very fitting end to the book of Exodus and Moses knew what he was doing. 
Think about the entire book from start to finish. It begins with Israel enslaved in Egypt. Their 
existence is threatened by a wicked Pharaoh. They wonder if Yahweh is still caring for them 
since this has been their situation for 400 years. God raises up a deliverer, Moses. God 
mightily displays His glory by judging wicked Egypt. God redeems and rescues His people 
out of slavery in Egypt. Next, He takes them on a wilderness journey towards the Promised 
Land. Then, God has the tabernacle built so His presence could be in a sense recognized 
among Israel. 
 
Exodus begins with God desiring to be with His people, so He rescues them out of slavery. 
Exodus ends with God dwelling among His people and His cloud by day and fire by night 
can be seen by any of His people. The book began with God appearing distant from His 
enslaved people, but it ends with God living among His people in the tent of meeting. God 
reassures His people through the cloud and fire in the tent that He is truly their God, and He 
is in their midst.  

God’s Desire to be among His Kingdom People 
Our study is about the Kingdom of God. Exodus teaches us that God truly wants to be 
among His Kingdom people. God is not a distant God who stands aloof from His kingdom 
citizens. He wants to commune with them and be with them.  
 
In the Old Covenant, God was among His people through the cloud and fire in the 
tabernacle. It was called the Tent of Meeting sometimes by Moses to indicate its purpose. 
Remember though that only Moses and the High Priest could enter the Most Holy room 
where God’s special presence was above the Mercy Seat. Israel could look at the 
Tabernacle, and later the Temple Solomon built, and be reminded God was among them. 
They had something outside and external to them to look at for God’s presence. It was a 
special location to go to. 
 
What about the New Covenant? How does God dwell among His people in the New 
Covenant era? 
 

The Holy Spirit is God’s Presence among the New Covenant People 
In our present era post-Jesus’ resurrection, God’s presence is among His covenant people 
in a much diaerent way than it was during the Old Covenant.  
 
Jesus promised that after He ascended back into Heaven, He would send the Promise of 
the Father. The Promise of the Father was to send another Helper. This Helper is the Holy 
Spirit. The third Person of the Trinity (Father-Son-Spirit). “I will ask the Father, and He will 
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give you another Helper, so that He may be with you forever; the Helper is the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him; but you know 
Him because He remains with you and will be in you” (John 14:16-17). 
 
Notice Jesus said the Holy Spirit would be in His disciples. In the Old Covenant the Spirit 
was around and among people. He at times indwelt people for special missions and 
purposes. This was the exception though and not the rule. Now then, in the New Covenant, 
Jesus promised a change to that. The Spirit would indwell every member of God’s covenant 
family.  
 
Fast forward to the book of Acts. Jesus has yet to ascend back to Heaven and He gives 
another reminder of the promise of the Spirit to come soon to His disciples.  
 
Acts 1:4-8 
Jesus commanded them to wait for the promise of the Father to come, the Holy Spirit. In 
Acts 1:5, many English Bibles read, “you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit…” However 
the Greek word behind with is the exact same word that is translated in back in John 14:17. 
So we can rightly translate Acts 1:5 as, “you will be baptized in the Holy Spirit…”  
 
Acts 2:1-4 
On the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit arrived. Jesus fulfilled His promise and sent the 
Helper. He indwelt the disciples of Jesus gathered. He gave them gifts and powers to be 
witnesses for Jesus. From that point on, when a person repents of their sins and places 
their faith for forgiveness in Jesus’ sacrifice and resurrection, they receive the promised 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Peter said to the gathered crowds, “Repent, and each of you 
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). 
 
The Apostle Paul spoke often about the Holy Spirit indwelling the New Covenant people of 
God. He often spoke of it in connection with living holy lives that honor God. Paul’s logic 
was that if the Holy Spirit is inside the Christian, then that makes us a walking Temple 
(Tabernacle) of God. Therefore, we ought to live holy lives that honor God and bring Him 
glory.  
 
“Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If 
anyone destroys the temple of God, God will destroy that person; for the temple of God is 
holy, and that is what you are” (1 Corinthians 3:16-17). 
 
“Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you 
have from God, and that you are not your own? For you have been bought for a price: 
therefore glorify God in your body” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). 
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“Or what agreement does the temple of God have with idols? For we are the temple of the 
living God; just as God said, “I will dwell among them and walk among them; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be My people.” (2 Corinthians 6:16). 
 
“So then you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but you are fellow citizens with the 
saints, and are of God’s household, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole building, 
being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are 
being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit” (Ephesians 2:19-22). 
 
In the New Covenant era that we live in (post-Jesus’ resurrection), God does not command 
a Temple/Tabernacle be built for us to go to and get a glimpse of His presence. This is 
because God’s presence is among His people in the New Covenant diaerent than it was in 
the Old Covenant era of Moses.  
 
There is no need for a Temple/Tabernacle because each believer in Jesus, born-again child 
of God, is a walking-living Temple of God. How so? God’s presence has descended and 
rests inside of each disciple of Jesus. Just like the glory of God indwelt the tabernacle of 
Moses, the glory of God indwells each Christian through the Holy Spirit.  
 
As a Christian, you are a walking Temple of God since the Holy Spirit is inside of you. What 
kind of lives should we seek to live then? 
 
 
 
 

Conclusion 
God truly desires to be among His kingdom people. He is not a distant God. However, the 
sins of His people prevent His full presence from being among His people, or else His 
holiness would destroy them. I hope you have seen that in both the Old and New 
Testaments, God always provides a way for His Kingdom people to be in His presence.  
 
In the Old Covenant era God dwelt among His Kingdom people through the 
Tabernacle/Temple. In the New Covenant era God dwells among His Kingdom people 
through the inner presence of the Holy Spirit in their hearts. In the New Heaven and New 
Earth, the book of Revelation says God’s Kingdom people will enjoy His presence for all 
eternity in perfection and harmony with no more sin.  
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