
 

 
  

Lesson 5: Salvation for the Rebels 
FBC Webb City- Dustin Burdin 

GOD’S KINGDOM, THE BIBLE, & US 
Understanding the Bible’s story, Jesus’ importance, & Our 
place in God’s plan  
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Introduction 
 
 
Review 
 
Sin has impacted and affected each human to our core. We can ultimately blame sin 
and its effects for any evil or depravity we witness in the world. We can blame sin for 
social issues such as divorces, child abuse, homosexuality, and on it goes. We can 
blame sin for criminal evil such as rapes and murders.  
 
Even as Christians we still struggle with sin personally and in life around us. Christians 
have marriage problems, family issues, personal addictions, etc. The difference for a 
Christian is the Holy Spirit has given us a new spiritual nature that becomes convicted 
of sin and empowered to grow in holiness and overcome sins in our lives. 
 
Sin is serious business to God. It violates His holiness. Sin is ultimately a rebellion 
against God. It’s us saying to God, “my will be done rather than Your will be done.” 
 
We saw the punishment on the serpent, Satan, the punishment on Eve, and then 
Adam. The punishments on Adam and Eve are passed on to their offspring down to us 
to this very day.  
 
God said that humans would one die physically die. From dust man was made and to 
dust he will return is God’s decree.  
 
In addition to physical death and problems because of sin, sin has impacted people 
spiritually. We explored key New Testament passages about the effects of sin. All 
people are naturally born sinners. Sin’s consequences are spiritual and physical death. 
People are not naturally spiritually alive; they are naturally spiritually dead. Sin impacts 
the mind to the point it can become completely illogical and lose its moral compass. 
Romans chapter 1 is a good example of this. 
 
We explained that God is completely just in punishing people for their sins in a place 
called Hell. Some argue God is wrong to eternally punish people for their sins. We must 
remember that God owes no one mercy and grace. If God were to be fair, He would 
wipe us all out and place us in Hell for our rebellion. However, God did not do this. God 
chose to show mercy and provide a way of salvation and forgiveness. If people reject 
and refuse this, it is not God’s fault.  
 
God punishes the rebels in His Kingdom and kicks them out of the Garden. 
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The Big Picture Story of the Bible: A Review 
 
Let’s zoom out for a moment and remind ourselves of what we have studied and where 
we are going. Here is my own personal way of explaining the story of the whole Bible. 
This flow will be a type of outline for our study.  
 

God created the Kingdom (Genesis 1-2) 
 

Satan & People rebel against the King (Genesis 3) 
 

God Promises Salvation & the Kingdom to be Restored (Genesis 3:15- rest of 
Old Testament) 

 
  The Law gives hope for the Kingdom 
  The Prophets proclaim the future glory of the Kingdom to come 
 

God Secures & Redeems the Kingdom (Gospels) 
  Through Jesus 
 

God Proclaims the Kingdom (Gospels & Acts) 
 

God Explains Life in the Kingdom (New Testament Letters) 
 

God Consummates the Eternal Kingdom (Revelation) 
 
We have covered the first two sections: God created the Kingdom and rebellion in the 
Kingdom. 
 
We move on to the next section: God Promises Salvation & Restoration in the 
Kingdom. 
 
 

God Promises Salvation in the Kingdom 
 
God does not leave Adam and Eve in their sins. He could have taken these rebels in 
His Kingdom and punished them for good, but He chose to show mercy and grace  
 
This is the rest of the Bible’s story: God enacting a plan of saving rebels and bringing 
them back into His Kingdom. 
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God’s Plan for a Savior  
 
Genesis 3:15 
 
Amid God pronouncing a curse on the serpent, and by extension Satan, God gives a 
monumental promise of salvation that undergirds the rest of the Bible’s story. 
 
 
“I Will” 
 
These two simple words are loaded with truth. God declared He is the one who is in 
control. God did not say, “people will…” He said, “I will…” What did God say He would 
do?  
 
God declared He will put lasting enmity (hostility) between the seed (offspring) of Satan 
and the seed of Eve. God declared a war would rage between humanity and Satan. 
Satan will seek to do harm and destroy God’s Image bearers, but God will have the 
final say.  
 
God saying “I will” also means salvation belongs to God. God is the one who designed 
and authored the plan of salvation, not people. We do not get to decide how we will be 
saved, God does. God is the author of salvation, not us.  
 
Since it’s God’s salvation plan, we do not come to God on our own terms. We come to 
God on His terms.  
 
 
“Enmity” 
 
This word can also be translated as hostility. God decreed a type of wedge, a war, 
would happen between Satan and humanity. There is a spiritual war waging all around 
us. There has been since Genesis 3 and there will be until God throws Satan and death 
itself into Hell.  
 
 
“He” 
 
God says that the offspring of Eve (or seed) is not just her entire family tree that comes 
after her. God says a specific person would come. God does not say, “they.” God says, 
“He.” This is intentional because God is talking about a specific man, an offspring of 
Eve, that will come one day and do something magnificent. 
 
This man, this offspring of Eve, is said to one day crush the head of the serpent, Satan. 
Satan will bruise His heel, but He will crush Satan’s head.  
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Who do you think God is talking about in Genesis 3:15?  
 
 
 
We know because we have the rest of the Bible that this is a promise of the Savior, the 
Messiah, Jesus to come. They did not know His name, but they knew a promised savior 
was to come.   
 
Genesis 3:15 is considered by most Bible scholars the First Gospel. They call it the 
Proto Gospel. This is not a full Gospel message about Jesus coming to die for sins and 
rising again. However, it is a Gospel message none the less.  
 
Imagine being Adam and Eve. You’ve just broken the one rule. You’ve thrust 
yourselves, your offspring, and the planet into sin. God has declared death to be your 
fate. You could assume it’s all over, no hope of salvation. However, God says Genesis 
3:15. God tells you that all hope is not lost. God says you will have a redeemer who will 
overthrow this curse of sin and the power of Satan. God says that this redeemer will 
come from your lineage as well.  
 
Genesis 3:15 is a monumental promise to Adam and Eve that humanity is not done for. 
God just told them they would die, but He also just told them their lineage will carry on 
and one of them would crush Satan. In this way we speak of Genesis 3:15 as a type of 
Gospel message to Adam and Eve. They had the promise of a savior to come. They 
had a choice to believe this promise or not.  
 
The rest of the Bible as we have already said, is a continuation and carrying out of 
Genesis 3:15. God sends Jesus, born of a woman, to be the promised offspring of Eve 
to crush Satan. On the Cross Jesus was bruised “on the heel.” However, Jesus 
ultimately crushed Satan’s head with His resurrection. He will one day throw Satan and 
death itself into Hell.  
 
 
The Rebels Respond to God’s Promise 
 
 
Genesis 3:20 
 
Adam named his wife, Eve. Eve in Hebrew means living or life.  
 
What is significant about Adam naming his wife Eve (living, life)? 
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Adam showed his faith in God’s gospel promise, Genesis 3:15. He named Eve showing 
he truly believed God would uphold His promise to let humanity carry on and one day 
have a redeemer born.  
 
Even in the Old Testament, as far back as Genesis 3:20, people could only be saved by 
their faith in God’s promise.  
 

Romans 1:17= For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; 
as it is written, “BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.” 

 

Faith is key in God’s salvation promise-plan. Salvation is not by a system of works or 
way of life. Salvation comes ONLY by faith in the promise-plan of salvation by God 
through Jesus Christ. Adam and Eve did not know the name Jesus. However, they had 
to put their faith in the promise God revealed to them at that time. This is how God 
worked in the Old Testament as well as the New Testament. God revealed more 
information as the Bible books unfold, but the basis for salvation was the same: God’s 
grace through faith.  
 
God Saves through a Sacrifice 
 
Genesis 3:21 
 
God made Adam & Eve garments of skin to cover their nakedness. This replaced the 
garments of figs they made for themselves. 
 
Where did the garment of skins come from? 
 
 
 
God took an animal and sacrificed it. He used its fur to cover Adam and Eve. 
 
 
What picture do you think is being portrayed here when you compare Adam and Eve 
tried to cover themselves with figs, but God had to cover them with animal skin? 
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God must be the one to save us. We cannot ‘cover up’ our own sinfulness. Not only 
must God save us, but a sacrifice must be offered for our sins.  
 

Jesus Christ is the Seed of Eve 
 
We know the rest of the story the Bible tells us. Jesus Christ is the one who came as 
the offspring of Eve. He to become a human so He could die in our place for our sins.  
 
Hebrews 2:14 
 
 
Jesus Christ is our “Garment of Skin” that God gives us to forgive us and cover up our 
spiritual ‘nakedness.’  
 
 

Conclusion 
 
God did not leave Adam and Eve to perish in their sins. He could have done this and 
been fair to them. Instead, God showed them mercy. He gave them a promise in 
Genesis 3:15 that one day an offspring of Eve would come to crush the head of the 
serpent.  
 
This promise to Adam and Eve gave was though they had sinned, that would not be the 
final chapter for humanity’s story. Thought they had made a grave mistake with eternal 
consequences; God would be their redeemer.  
 
Jesus Christ is the promised plan of God that fulfills Genesis 3:15. God does not leave 
us sinners to our own devices. He provides a way of salvation through Jesus. The 
rebels were offered salvation and hope to be restored back into the Kingdom.  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


